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PREFACE. 


The writer of this work claims but little literary ambition; and 
when the crities of Des Moines and Polk county read -these pages, 
ve ask a charitable judgment. We only intend to “blaze the way” 
for an abler pen, in chronicling the history of Polk county pioneers. 
it has been a difficult task to do even what we have accomplished so 
far, as many of the Old Settlers have moved away, or passed over to 


the Summer Land. 


N. SANFORD. 
MarsHatztown, Iowa, J uly 1, 1874. 
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Early Sketches of Polk County 


CHAPTER 1. 


Building of Fort Des Moines—Peter Newcomer and his Churn—Sac 
Sacrtjices—Sac Houses—Jonas Carsner—Keokuk—Poweshiek and 
his happy Hunting Grounds, 


That section of the State of lowa now composing the county of 


Polk, was included in the purchase made by the U. 8S. Government 


of tho Sacs end Foxes, October 11, 1842, and by treaty stipulations, 
the Indians were to remain upon this territory three years; they 
clinging tenaciously to this portion of the beautiful land. 

In ceding this territory to the whites, it became apparent that the 
lusky treaty makers were leoked upon with distrust by their red 
handed neighbors the Sioux, and likely to be assaulted by them; so 
the Government wisely concluded to build a fort for their protec- 
tion, which reared its log palisades near the mouth of the Raccoon 
river at its junction with the Des Moines. 

The barracks were built of rough logs, one story high, with good 


chimneys and puncheon flooring, quite comfortable for the pioneer - 


army. The buildings, including stables for the horses, numbered 
about twenty-four, 


On the 9th of May, 1843, the little steamer Ione came rushing up 


the Des Moines river, making the echoes wake from the distant hills, . 


and scaring the innocent little papoose with its screaming whistle, 
as it neared the bank where Court Avenue now meets the sunny 
Stream. There was a detachment of U.S. troops on board, who, with 
fife and drum and bugle note, gave a new strain of music to the list- 
ening hills, Capt Allen, commandant of the little fort, landed his 
soldiers, accoutrements, baggage and military stores—gave orders 
for the erection of the buildings we have described, and returned to 
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2 EARLY SKETCHES 
old Fort Sanford, four miles south of Agency City, for the purpose of 
bringing the remainder of the soldiers who were to defend the Fort. 
There was one hundred and twenty men and officers, a few hang- 
crs on, so that within itself, the Fort was quite a city for the West. 
A part were infantry, the rest cavalry; all, under the command of 
Capt. Allen, an officer of experience and military talent. His quar- 
ters were not far from the spot where the old Collins House once 
stood on Market St. 
Soon after the arrival of the troops, a trading post was established 
on the east side of the river by ‘two noted Indian traders, who had 


followed the starry flag up the Des Moines river from Agency City, and 


pass into history as Washington George and George Washington 
Ewing—brothers we believe. They had, at least, great energy. 
and were afterward rewarded by considerable wealth. The Indian 
Agent, Major Beach, secured an interpreter, Joseph Smart by name, 
who led the conversation with the Indian wards, whenever a pow- 
wow was held by the Agency. From a memorandum kept by Ben- 
jamin Bryant, we extract the following items. .“May 3d, 1843-—the 
Ewings landed a keel boat at the waters edge on the east side of the 


Des Moines river, laden with goods, corn, some provisions and tools to 


build a trading house.” The Ewings also built a cabin of logs for a 
dwelling house—the first in the city. There were no saw mills yet, 
or brick kilns, so that stone chimneys were the rule, as well as pun- 
cheon floors. Among the treaty stipulations was an important 
clause, that no whites should be allowed to settle upon the new pur- 


case without special permissicn from the officers of the Agency, 


until the Indian title should expire. On the 6th of May, 1843, Ben- 
jamin Bryant, who had lived a good deal among the Indians, was al- 
lowed to make a claim. d.B. Scott, trader, James Drake, gunsmith 
and blacksmith, John Sturtevant, Robert Kinzie, Alex ‘Turner, were 
ulso permitted to come and make claims,improve a small tract of 
tand as attaches of the garrison, and for the Indian agency to raise 
supplies of corn. 

Dr. Griffin, surgeon of the post, and one of the jolliest men 
living, pulled the teeth, and doctored the livers of the little settle- 
ment. 

J. M. Thrift did the patching, and sewed up the torn coats 
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OF POLK COUNTY. 3 


of the soldiers, while Charles Worthington, and a man by the 
name of Baker, shod the chubby horses of the Indians. Here was 
the nucleus of a city that now contains about 20,000 inhabitants. 

Eddyville sprang into being in June of this year (1843,) and per- 
haps hed a dozen families, all told. 

Ottumwa had commenced the race for wealth and prosperity 
with about the same number of people. From these villages to the 
Fort, it was an unbroken Wilderness, only crossed by the red man’s 
trail. Honey bees, the vanguard of civilization, were found in the 
deep forest where they had laid: up their toothsome sweets for the 
benefit of the poor settlers, who followed their honeyed paths. 


Phelps & Co., of Fulton, Ill, a branch of the American Fur Com- 


“pany of St. Louis, established several trading posts in Iowa, and gain- 


ing a permit of the United States Government to trade at this fort, 
they built a log house on the east side of the Des Moines near the 
spot where Tuttle’s packing house nowstands. Robert A. Kinzie, who 
may be called the pioneer merchant, but was really a sutler, had a 
store on the west side near the barracks, supplying the garrison and 
settlers with small merchandise, but he was not allowed to trade with 
the Indians. This store was built on the site of Sherman’s block of 
to-day. The prairie down the Des Moines valley was one of unsur- 
passed beauty. The forest which followed the banks of Four-mile 
creek, marked against the blue sky a soft misty line; beyond, the 
silvery waters met the green of the undulating prairie, dotted with 
flowers—there were in the summer days, lilies and red roses, star weed 
and sunny eyed daisies, while far off were deer and elk bounding in 
Wild grass and fleetness. 


The winter previous (1842-3,) was one of unparallelled severity. 
The poor red men believed Wabashiek their warrior priest, as with 
uplifted hands he solemnly declared, that the Great Spirit was wroth 
because his tribe had sold out their beautiful lands to the pale faces. 
Their ponies had died with starvation toward the close of the winter, 
but after a long series of fastings, dog sacrifices, interspersed with 
lengthened pow wows, the prairie and wildwood had smiled in their 
vernal beauty, the young corn held dew drops in its tiny leaves, birds 
Sang in the syeamores and cottonwoods; and in their evening devo- 
tions in the different bodies of the encampments, the Indian remem- 
bered that the Great Spirit listens to his children, whether their 


vy 


yectg Dtin nen 
T ayes iliv seal! rei: “al 
cule ye Beeenr whee ween rele t +» 
ere ar tt iassitirty Ww. fyi 
niisor todd Qu isl a fiiah ponds 
stiodt bewollot oF evliton WOT att 
| a Akh sosi't Y 3 Beqlatt eh) oe 
wletiuiatas of ou 48 Yo we hhh i; 
hatin’ od? Jo towmeq age 
itiod yor? 
| ren Joge 
sgoid ent belles od yaar 


4 EARLY SKETCHES 


prayers are offered in the name of Wabashick, Jesus, Allah, or Mary 
at the shrine of Loretto. 

The dog sacrifice was one of interest to the tribe. Poor Tray 
was lashed to a tree several feet above the ground, his back resting 
against the tree. and thongs of bark were bound over his throat, 
chest, and other parts of his body, leaving his legs free to paw the 
air keeping time to his suppressed howlings. A medicine bag was 
sometimes tied to the feet of the canine martyr, and he was left to 
die alone. Whether the dog enjoyed this sacrifice or not, the Indians 
were happy in the performance of this religious duty. 


CHAPTER II. 


Hon. Thos. Mitchell—Apple Grove, Beaver Township—First Preach- 
ing—Claim right, October 11, 1845—Isaac Cooper, Esq.—First Saw 
Mill—First Death, ete. 

Peter Newcomer obtained permission of Capt. Allen, in Febru- 
ary, 1844, to make a claim on the prairie east of town about four 
miles, if he would build a bridge over Four Mile Creek, for in the 
autumn of the previous year, a road, ora kind of a path was laid 
out to Toole’s Point—what is now known as Monroe, in Jasper 
county. 

Mr. Newcomer built his cabin, but he was often at a loss for 
many of the conveniences of civilized Hfe. His good lady had no 
churn; necessity is the mother of invention; so taking a hollow log, 
scraping it smooth, he then putin aboard bottom, fashioned out a 
dasher from a hickory pole, and the churn was made. The Sacs 
often camped about the Fort, except when they were off hunting, or 
down to their village. They were quiet and inoffensive at this time, 
for their great warriors were dead, and as they had no eare for any- 
thing to eat, their time was spent in playing cards and target shoot- 
ing. Their enemies, the Sioux, were to be feared, and at one time 
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OF POLK COUNTY. , 5 


actually made a demonstration of attacking the Fort, which caused 
a good deal of excitement among them, and the soldiers. But tho 
philosophical Sac turned on his complacent heel, fled to the block 
house for safety, and commenced playing a new game of poker. It 
was a dull time for the soldicrs as they went through the daily 
manual of arms, and this little ripple of excitement was after alla 
pleasant divertissement for the boys in blue. Two or three renegade 
scoundrels inspired by a touch of Satan, captured several horses be- 
longing to the Saes, after obtaining their friendship by giving them 
whiskey and presents. Capt. Allen sent out a detachment of the 
cavalry to bring the thieves to justice. But the prairies were wide, 
and the grass high, so that all escaped but one, named Jonas 
Carsner. The Indians could not bring direct evidence that he was 
the thief, but after a trial by the officers of the Fort, he was deliv- 
ered over to Sergeant Haley, Goodell Smart, and another man, dis- 
guised as Indians, who administered an unmerciful whipping. This 
should have made Mr. Carsner a better man, but it proved other- 
wise. One of the horses stolen by Carsner was found. This animal 
they lent to a man named Fish, who also had two horses stolen from 
him by the same party, while he was bringing in supplies to the 
settlement. Fish started out to hunt for his team on the Indian’s 
horse, and while passing through a skirt of the forest, Jonas Carsner 
came out of the brush, dextrously cut the saddle girth,unhorsed Fish, 
and bore away at full speed the horse he had before stolen! Poor 
Fish had nothing else to do but to foot it back to camp, and tell the 
story of his defeat to the Indians, whose curses were not only loud, 
but deep. These renegades after awhile disappeared, at least we 
hear no more of them in the annals of the times. 

A description of-the Indian village, which was situated on the 
prairie, five miles south east from the fort, may not be uninteresting 
to our younger readers. ‘The Sac houses were made of poles cov- 
ered with bark, and were quite comfortable. Stones were set up at 
one end for a fire place, the smoke finding its way out through the 
interstices of the cabin as best it could. Filth and debris of every 
kind blocked up the entrance to the homes of the red men, where 
dogs, papposes, and squaws, lived in the same rank in their 
wykyups. 
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6 EARLY SKETCHES 


Keokuk, the head chieftain of the Sacs, was a well formed, hand- 
some man, about six feet high, weighed 250 pounds, with fine ora- 
torical powers, but unlike Black Hawk in military prowess. Ie dis- 
tributed the annuity to his tribe, and it was alleged by his retainers 
that he sometimes absorbed more of the silver half dollars than 


those belonging to him by right. He was a miserable drunkard as 
‘well as avaricious. Having received a wound from one of Hard 


Fisk’s band with whom he had achronie quarrel, it finally termi- 
nated his life after the removal of the tribe to Kansas. Poweshie 1 


‘Whose village-was near where Colfax now stands, was an exactin 1g 


arrogant chieftain and not as popular among the whites as Keokuk. 
Their inhabitance has passed away as well as themselves, and in 
their happy hunting grounds they can recount the glorious deeds of 
their tribe in former years, if the pale faces now occupy their 
domain, the beautiful Des Moines valley. | 

One of the earliest settlers in the county was Hon. Tuomas - 
MircHetn, who came from Fairfield, Iowa, and in April, 1844, he built 


a log cabin in the forest north of the Iowa City road, that crossed 


Camp Creek. Major Beach, as agent of the United States, gave the 
permit to Mr. Mitchell very cheerfully, as a bridge was necessary for 
the teamsters on their way to Keokuk, where all the provisions not 
raised on the farms near, were purchased for the garrison. The 
eabin was built of green logs, a double house, with puncheon floors 
and pole beadsteads. Mr. Mitchell named his farm Apple Grove 
from the large number of wild apples in the vicinity. This was the 
first settlement in Beaver township. | 

Mr. Mitchell brought some provisions with him but wes ‘obliged 
afterwards to send down to Keokuk for more supplies. 

Gold and silver was the currency—twenty-five cents a meal, the. 
usual price at Mitchell’s tavern. Fuel was plenty in Apple Grove 
from the forest near, and if the winds howled in the trees, there was 
a quiet feeling of security in the little cabin beneath. 

Coal had been found in the banks of the Des Moines river by the 


soldiers, and the first coal shaft and stone quarry was opened as 


early as 1843, by A. N. Hays and Capt. Allen. The products of the 
coal banks were but little used, as timber was plenty on the banks 
of the streams. 
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OF POLK COUNTY. 7 


Travelers came aloug to Apple Grove from Toois Point, and 
while supper was preparing, the campaign stories of the times were 
talked over. “Polk and Dallas” was the Democratie war ery, and 
Clay, the idol of the Whigs. Every one expressed his opinions at 
Mitchell’s house, the landlord being a genial man. 

No abolition disturbers here—the Churches believed in returning 
Hagar and Onesimus; it was all martial rule in the Fort—our coun- 
try, right or wrong. 

Eastward from Apple Grove (Mr. Mitchell’s hotel) was a long 
stretch of prairie with not a house until the traveler came to Bear 
Grove near Marengo. In May, 1846, Joseph Slaughter built a cabin 
about a mile south of Skunk river, where it makes the eastward 
bend at Cvlfax. Northward on Clear Creek, settled Joseph Kintz. 
These pioneers and the Tools were Mr. Mitchell’s neighbors. 

The prairie schooner was bed and boarding place until the 
Pioneer cabin was built, which generally measured fourteen feet 
square. Logs were split: for a puncheon floor, sometimes mother 
Earth bared her bosom to the sharp toes of split bottomed chairs 
and pole bedsteads. A dry goods box with two or three shelves 
turned up on end was the pantry. This sham often tried the nerves 
of the housekeeper, for the dishes rebelled to this small cribbing up, 
und dashed to the floor in the maddest fashion. Sometimes ther 
were four penes of glass in the window of the cabin, but if there 
were none, the good house wife greased a paper, ofttimes an old 


letter covered the window aperture, emitting a soft, translucent 


light, favorable to brunettes. 


In the fire-place of the cabin blazed a pile of logs—chunk fires 
by the door in summer when the camp kettle and iron skillet did 
service, left the shanty cool and comfortable for parlor talk over the 
evening papers. 

In 1844 the Iowa Sun was published at Davenport, the Mining 
Gazette at Dubuque, and another journal at Burlington. Occasion- 
ally, one of these appeared at Mr. Mitchell’s cabin. 

Mrs. Mitchell, a brave lady, did not see a white woman for three 
months, Although permission had not been given to settle on the 
New Purchase, yet there were many enterprising men who hypothet- 
acated claims; that is, drew an imaginary line around a piece c? 
land, intending to claim .t when a market was opened—others were 
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ut looking over Iowa without much idea of settling, but to see the 
West in its wild beauty, so that Mr. Mitchell did a rushing business 
in the hotel line. The floors were often covered with belated trav- 
elers, who came in after the beds were full, yet sleep was sweet after 
their long rides if the couch was the soft side of apuncheon. There 
were sounds of crickets and tree toads, an occasional swing of a 
rattlesnake’s tail, but the sleepers were not hervous, and their 
dreams unbroken by a mere bagatelle. 


* Rev. Mr. Pardoe, an itinerant, preached the first sermon in the 
county at Apple Grove in the fall of 1844. There were but few hear- 
ers of the word—Mr. Mitchell’s family, two hired men, a half dozen 
travelers, and the servant girl. Lo 

Ezra Rathburne, a colored preacher of the Methodist persuasion, 
delivered the first sermon ever given in Des Moines. He was quite 
talented, of the backwood’s style, and did good work in establishing 
Methodism, being a consistent Christian. 


The Indian title to the lands of this portion of Central Iowa ex- 
pired at midnight, October 11th, 1845. A gun fired from the Agency 
under Major Beach’s instruction told the expectant settlers who had 
come in for that purpose, that they might stake out their claims in 
this section. The moon was slowly sinking in the west, but the 
flashing of torches and lanterns showed the hardy pioneers, stake 
in hand, “to have and to hold” certain acres of Iowa soil. Thou- 
sands of acres were laid off into claims before the dawn. The set- 
tlers had come in and lived in their wagons for a few days before 
the eventful time should come, when they might stake off their 
claims and build their cabins. 

Jacob Frederick staked out his claim not far from Rising Sun 
with a pen-knife, as he had no ax to cut the trees. 

Jeremiah Church set fire to some of the old Indian houses for a 
light to mark out his new possessions, cutting his initials on the 
trees with his knife as did Mr. Frederick. Not far from here Mr. 
Church laid out the town of Liberty in 1846, but the jealous people 
of Des Moines satisfied the proprietor that his possessions covered 
school lands, so the project of the future city was abandoned by him 
and the town of Dudley sprang into being instead. 


, 


There was some quarrelling on the next morning, after the event- 
ful llth of October, 1845, as claim lines sometimes overlapped each 
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Other, and human nature was greedy here, as elsewhere. Matters 
were brought before a claim committee and settled, generally satis- 
factorily. But in time these troubles passed away as the prairie was 
wide. . . , 

John Saylor settled north of the Fort (April, 1845,) having ob- 
tained a permit to supply the garrison with hay, and other provis- 
ions. No other white family was between them and the North Pole. 
There was a beautiful grove back of his cabin, plenty of water and 
other advantages to make his claim valuable. Mrs. Saylor was a 
woman of heroic spirit for she lived alone six weeks, while her hus- 
band went down to Van Buren county on business. The wolves 
would chase the house dogs across the door step, and look into the 
windows with their fiery eyes, 1s she sat down to her sewing. Mr. 
Saylor hollowed out a log for a bread tray to mix bread in, and the 
family was often reduced to close rations when their scanty supplies 
gave out. There was a little game, they roasted crab apples and 
acorns, and drank slough water. Providence occasionally supplied 
honey from bee trees. 

One time, thirty Indians half drunk came to the cabin, and de- 
manded Mr. Saylor’s meat. Instead of being frightened, and giving 
up the precious supplies which he had just bought, he took a good 
sized sapling, and knocked down a half dozen of the topers, and by 
telling them that the soldiers were coming, succeeded in driving the 
rascals off. 

Soon after, a couple of half drunken Sacs came along, and. 
wanted to trade off their mocassins for more whiskey. Mrs. Saylor 
was very much annoyed, as she was alone with her little children, 
but Tom, a baby boy of four years, caught up a bean pole, and with 
great fury began to strike them over the head. They finally vam- 
osed to the great joy of the inmates. 

This same year, Isaac Cooper, Esq., now a wealthy citizen of 
Des Moines, came into Fort Delaware township, and opened his 
claim when October came around. 

Mr. Cooper thinks he was the pioneer chairmaker in the county, 
as he fashioned one from a black walnut tree, with hickory bark 
Strips to form the seat. It is still in possession of the family, a rus- 
tic heir-loom, contrasting meekly with the costly furniture of the 
rich man’s parlor. 

Wearing apparel was scarce in those days, and the pioneer chil- 
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dren made great havoe with their clothing as they played in the 

brush, or in the rough prairie grass. Mr. Cooper constructed from 
the tops of an old pair of boots, and the saddle skirt which a dragoon 
had left behind, a very good pair of boots for one of his boys. 


The first well dug in the county was operated by Mr. Cooper with 
a pair of skillets left by the Indians. The well was about tw enty 
feet deep, and had an unfailing supply of good water. 


Peter Newcomer undertook to make a stovepipe out of a hollow 
‘log but there came a high wind, setting this pipe on fire, and very 
near making a conflagration of his cabin. 
Soon after the Indian title was extinguished, a part of the sol- 
diers were removed from the Fort, the remainder stayed till June of 
_ the following year. Some of the Indians were passengers on steam- 
boats, and went down the Des Moines river to Ottumwa, when they 
were taken to Kansas in charge of the proper officers. Congress had 
reserved a square mile around Fort Des Moines from settlement 
by the whites which now came into market, and by a subsequent act 
ceded 160 acres to Polk county, including the Fort buildings for 
public purposes, these dragoon buildings being used for several 
years by the county. 


Captain Allen commenced a saw mill on Middle river a little way 
from Carlysle, in the fall of 1843, and taking in a partner, J. D.-Par- 
malee, the enterprise became a success, making good lumber; after- 
wards corn was cracked and ground up for food. ‘This was the first 
water mill in the county. In 1844, preparations were made for 
grinding wheat, and in the cold December following, farmers brought 
their grain to the mill. Mr. Parmalee had a large demijohn of whis- 
key, which he dispensed with royal hospitality to the happy fellows, 
who not only got their grist, but a jacket full of old Bourbon. 


Previous to this, the pioneers went as far as Bonaparte to mill, 
_one hundred and fifty miles over bridgeless sloughs, over unworked 
roads, and when they reached the mills, so great was the rush from 
all parts of the country, that a week was often consumed before 
their turn came. It was dreary waiting by the camp fires, the corn 
bread and cooked meat getting in a sad condition, before the grist 
was ready, and the patient oxen headed for home. 


When Dr. T. K. Brooks came to the village of Fort Des Moines 
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he settled at the “old Agency,” a two story log house about a mile 
from the river. Dr. Brooks was from Terre Haute, Indiana, and had 
an eye for farming, buying the Phelps claim, and he afterwards 
raised quite a good crop of corn that season. He was an excellent 
physician, jovial, a kind hearted man much loved by the pioneers. 
A brother of Hon. Geo. Wright did much of the work upon this old 
Agency House, and is remembered as an industrious carpenter. 
There was much trouble in building as the best lumber was brought 
from Keokuk and Burlington. Red Rock, in the corner of Marion 
county, was laid out in 1845, and a road was laid out to Dudley tha 
next year, which was bridged somewhat, but going to mill or draw- 
ing lumber was an up hill business in an early day. 

Isaac Cooper at one time went to Oskaloosa to buy corn and carry 
it to mill, but Skunk river was so high that he could not ford it, there 
being no bridge, or ferry, he was obliged to float his corn across 
on logs. He afterwards sold the meal at two dollars per bushel in 
the Fort. | 

W. H. Meachem built a mill to crack corn, on the east side of the 
Des Moines river, propelled by an old lame horse. Itdid notamount 
to much, but we mention it in connection with the improvements of 
the times. ; 

Col. Grier, Capt. Allen’s Lieut. of Cavalry, was made happy by 
the advent of a blue eyed baby to his cabin near this point, about 
Feb. 1845. This was the first baby that received the congratulations 
of Fort Des Moines. Previous to this, a few weeks. J. M. Thrift, the 
tailor on the east side of the river, dandled a boy baby on his knees 
instead of his goose. The first death in the county was this little 
babe of Col. Grier’s, whose little head was laid beneath the prairie 
grass some time in the fall. Ezra Rathburn had preached at tha 
Fort his funeral sermon, but the Methodists had sent out a mission- 
ary, whose circuit of travel included Madison, Polk, Warren, the 
north half of Marion, and the south half of Jasper and Dallas coun-. 
ties. This was performed on horseback by the Rev. Mr. Russell, 
his saddlebags sometimes scantily filled with corn bread and a slice 
of bacon, so that with a worn Bible and aclean shirt, his outfit would 
frighten our nervous clergyman of to-day, sitting in his dainty slippers 
and dressing gown. A class or Methodist society was organized at 
Des Moines in the fall of 1845, consisting of the following persons: 
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Rev. Abner Rathburn, Jonathan Rathburn, Rev. Ezra Rathburn, 
Betsey Rathburn, Benjamin T. Hoxie, Joseph Solenbarger, and W. 
H. Meachem and wife. Joseph Solenbarger was chosen leader of the 
class. : 


The pioneer church through its peculiar system of intineracy was 
early in the fleld to plant its standard of christianity upon the out- 
posts of civilization. Benjamin F. Hoxie, one of the members, had a 
sort of a grocery store on the east side near Shepherd’s mill, the first 
established after the sutler left. R.W.Sypher sold merchandise of 
many kinds at a log building on the Phelps place, near where Tuttle's 
pork house stands to-day. The eastside of the river had at this time 
an equal chance to be a great city in the future as the little- hamlet 
on the west side. Brooklyn was laid out on the east side two miles 
‘from the river, and for a long time was arival of Fort Des Moines 
qn paper. It never had a house built on its map or plat, yet it was 
a thorn in the flesh of the west side hamlet. Dr. Brooks, Jerry 
Church, William Lamb were its god-fathers. Alex Turner and Jacob 
Fredrick wished it well, and bought a lot apiece. This and other 
matters of local significance was talked up in W. W. Clapp’s grocery 
on the west side. 
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CHAPTER ITI. 


Settlement of Franklin Township—Elkhart Township-——Death of 


young Birge—First Wedding—Mormon Hegira—Meachen’s Tav- 
éi— Organization of Polk County—Tirst Matl Route. 


Franklin township used to be talked of as Skunk township in an 
early day, but good taste prevailed, backed by Mr. Mitchell’s influence 
before the Board of Commissioners, and in later documents the name 
ap peared as Franklin. 

Eli Grulliger settled in April, 1846, and gave his name to the forest 
that sheltered his cabin. 

In the merry month of May, Michael Lavish, and his son, ay 89 to 
the grove called Lavish’s Grove in the same township, and commen- 
eed building a cabin, fences, etc. Nathan Webb, Ezekiel Jennings 
and Joseph Jones scattered their fot'ces along Skunk river in the 
Proves not far away, the same year. These families lived unmolested 
by the Indians, although they were at times saucy and threatening, 
yet in bargains they, the scttlers, gave the red men the best trades, 
which may have softened the Sac temper. Fifty deer were seen 
Within a half mile of Lavish’s cabin one fine morning, as the family 
arose to their accustomed duties. Wolves were seen in the winter 
of 46-7, and chased a man by the name of Elliot, eight miles, as he 
was riding along on horseback. 

Walker Corey, and a man known in this section by the name of 
John Fisher, settled at Corey’s Grove in the corner of Elkhart Tp. 
This was in 1846. These persons we have roted were considered 
neighbors, and helped bear each others burdens in the new settle- 
ment. When there was no flour to be had, which was often the case, 
bran was used instead of flour—sometimes, cakes of pounded corn 
took the place of bread. 

Christopher Birge became seriously ill in the fall of 1846, and died 
with a slow fever. There was no hymn or prayers but the sorrowing 
family laid him under the snow with but little ceremony. Previous 
to this, in the summer, there was a joyous time at Mr, Birge’s cabin. 
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His daughter Elizn, a lass of eighteen summers, married Benjamin 
Bryant of Fort Des Moines, the county treasurer. Addison Michacl, 
after being tutored by A. D. Jones, Esq,. tied the knot, but the infair 
was held at Mr. Birge’s cabin. There was a merry dance on the pun- 
cheon floors, plenty of chickens in the pot, and there had been flour 
enough scraped together from the neighbors to make a brides loaf fit 
fora queen. The bride then mounted a horse and with her husband 
took tea at Mr. Mitchell’s tavern. This wedding was the first in the 
county from a license given by the Polk county officers—the date 
being ahead of our regular thread of history to June, 1846. Previous 
to this wedding, John Baird of Des Moines married Nancy Jane Well- 
man, who was spliced by Rev. Mr. Post. Their license was procured 
in Marion county. These sketches are very much fragmentary, but 
it is next to an impossibility to give the history in an unbroken page 
from the lips of men and women whose heads are so white with the 
frosts of age, and whose lips tremble as they tell the story of their 
pioneer hardships and joys. 

In July, 1845, Orson Pratt, with three hundred Mormons crossed 
Polk county on their way to the Missouri river. They stopped at 
Apple Grove in front of Mr. Mitchell’s cabin weary and foot sore, the 
women and little children singing their heroic hymns of praise, and 
with that extraordinary enthusiasm born of religious feeling—they 
bore the hardships of the journey with exaltation and triumph. 
Planting their flag over Pratt’s tent, no victorious army could bear 
themselves as proudly as these persecuted Saints from Nauvoo did 
at Apple Grove. 

On the east side of the river at Des Moines, there was a tavern 
kept by our good Methodist friend we have already mentioned—W. 
H. Meacham, who was a jolly landlord, withal. 

Matters connected with Church and State and Des Moines gossip 
were talked over in the little bar-room. 

The Slavery question was beginning to agitate people’s minds, 
but with not the intense heat that marked the epoch of the Mis- 
souri Compromise of 1850. The winter of 1845-6, was not so severe’ 
as some of our Iowa winters, yet travelers were thawed out in this 
bar-room by the kind-hearted landlord in a mug of punch or hot 
Whiskey. This beyerage was cheap, only twenty-five cents a gallon, 
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so that water was considered dear and unhealthy in some places. 
The little barroom was lit by a tallow candle—a part of the time a: 
rag in & saucer was seen on the kitclien table—this was before the 
days of kerosene or gas. The guests were rough pioneer men, not 
the dapper Chicago drummers, or gentlemanly tourists and politi- 
clans of to-day, that frequent the Aborn or Jones House. 


The Territorial Legislature in session at Iowa City, passed an act 
January 17, 1846, organizing Polk county with certain boundaries, 
which were afterwards broken in upon by transferring four town- 
ships from Warren county it the interest of Fort Des Moines, it not 
being in the center of the county, without the proposed addition. 
These townships wero afterward réturned by legislative action in 
1852, after they had been used in the interest of the ambitious 
capital of Polk. Hou. Thomas Mitchell, Dr. Fagan, and two other 
gentlemen were lobby members from the Fort, and starting on 
horseback one cold I'ebruary morning to go down to Iowa City, they 
reached Bennett’s cabin four miles east from Newton nearly frozen. 
Corn bread and sour bacon was the bill of fare here, and they (the 
lobby from Polk) slept in a trundle bed. “But Des Moines must not 
be beaten” was their war cry. The organization of Polk county 
was an exciting subject in the little hamlet. Where will the county 
seat be located? was the main question. This was talked of by her 
citizens and speculators. 


Brooklyn was in the field against Fort Des Moines. The Legis- 
lature appointed Thomas Hughes, of Johnson, M. Z. Williams, of 
Mahaska, and Giles M. Pinneo of Scott county, Commissioners to 
locate the county seat. These gentlemen did not immediately at- 
tend to their duties, and local excitement ran high. Among those 
who ardently fought for the championship of Fort Des Moines over 
Brooklyn, was A. D. Jones, Esq., who first made his appearance in 
this section at Meachem’s tavern, February 18th, 1846. The next 
day, instead of sending Valentines, there was a political mass meet- 
ing held at the garrison, and Mr. Jones acted as Secretary of the 
Meeting, and was nominated County Surveyor. The Brooklyn party - 
also held a meeting about the same time, and nominated a gentle- 
man by the name of Woodward, for the same office. 


In the election which followed, Woodward received a majority of 
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the votes cast, as it was claimed, but Mr. Jones. contested the point, 
and received the certificate from the proper Officers. 


At this election at Mr. Mitchell’s house, which was the first held 
in Beaver township, a hat contained the ballots, and the voters down 
on Cump Creek and in the neighborhood, twenty in number, were 
proudly brought to the rendezvous in a four horse team. Mn 
Mitchell was very popular then, as he is now. - 

JuDGE Wau. McKay, who, at this tinie was known as Major, having 
praduated at a military school in Kentucky, came to East Des 
Moines, in February of this year, (1846), as the first attorney in the 
new village of Fert Des Moines. Major McKay was a gentlemanly 
lawyer, and A. D..Jones, Esq., an opposing pettifogger in the Jus- 
tices courts, had a good fund of shrewd, common sense}; both had 
many friends. 

James Campbell, who aleerraens built the first brick building in 
the city, is remembered as a citizen here as early as February, 1846, 


Robert Warden and Geo. B. Warden, the year previous made the 
Fort their home. 

Jerry Church placed Dudley on the records of Polk county as a 
town in April.’ It was laid out on the right bank of the Des Moines 
river in going down stream, about two miles east from the present 
town of Carlysle. Mr. Church was a Pennsylvanian—had aspira- 
tions of Wealth from the rise of real estate, having at one time made 
meney in that line in the town of Lock Haven, Pennsylvania. 


Dudley was visited by the Territorial Commissioners for the pur- 
pose of locating the county seat, but it was located too low, and in 
Other ways did not come up to the standard, so was rejected by them 
to the great disgust of Uncle Jerry, who, by the way was brim full 
of enterprise and a good neighbor. 

Messrs. Pinneo and Williams rode over Polk county eight days, 
nnd finally Fort Des Moines was selected. Log guns were fired, 
bonfires were made, and to add to the festivities there was an ample 
board spread of the choicest delicacies, at Col. Tom Baker’s; music 
by the Polk county Band, which consisted at this time of two, 
squeaky fiddles. This is set down in the diary of A. D. Jones, Esq., 
dated May 25, 1846. 


Previous to this festive occasion, we chronicle the opening of the 
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first regular mail route to Fort Des Moines. In April, Josiah Smart 
was appointed P. M., but would not serve, so Dr. T. R. Brooks was 


appointed in his place, the key being sent to him in a separate pack- 


age, and when he opened the mail he found the bond and his com- 
mission. } 

Jeremiah Church, the proprietor of Dudley Village, and Peter 
Newcomer, signed the Doctor’s bond. A. D. Jones, Esq., swore the 
P. M. into office. 

This mail was a weekly, whose time of arrival was Wednesday— 
departure, Thursday. ‘The through route was to Keokuk, via Tools 
Point or Monroe, Oskaloosa, Eddyville, Ottumwa and Agency City. 
A weekly mail had not the convenience of our postal cars of the 
present time; yet, the large old-fashioned letters written on fools- 
cap—no envelopes; the sheet kept in form by red wafers, were no 
less welcome than the dainty, gilt edged notes of to-day. It was a 
long way off to the East, and a bird from that part of the sky was 
welcome. ’ on xs | 

The first election held in Des Moines, was on a raw, 6th of April 
day, 1846. This was the same election that was held at Apple Grove 
and at Parmalee’s mill, which we have already noticed. There is 
some “scullduggery” alleged; however, Polk county was examined 
by the following officers: Hon. Thomas Mitchell elected Sheriff; 
Treasurer, Benj. Bryant; Recorder, Major W. McKay; Surveyor, E. 
A. Woodward, who did not serve; Assessor, G. B. Clark; Collector of 
Taxes, Addison Michael; Commissioners—Benj. Saylor, Wm. H. 
Meachem and E. W. Foutz. Probate Judge, John Saylor; Coroner, _ 
James Phillips; Judges of Election for Des Moines Precinct, G. B. 
Clark, W. H. Meachem, Dr. T. K. Brooks. Clerks of Election, J. T. 
Meldrum, Lewis Whitten. . 


Perry Crossman, afterwards clerk of the District Court, organ- 
ized the county, getting fifty dollars for his services. Whole num- 
ber of votes cast at this election one hundred and seventy-five. 
Major McKay was appointed clerk of the Board of County Com- 
missioners. 


We copy an old document of interest which reads: 
Territory oF Iowa, Potk County, ss. To the Sheritfof Polk Countu. 
The following is a statement of the proportion of jurors, to which 
each place of voting is entitled to, in said county; to-wit: The num- 
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her of jurors apportioned to the precinct, or place of voting at 
Thomas Mitchell’s on Camp Creek in said county is thirty-six. The 
number apportioned to the precinct or place of voting of John D. 
Parmalee’s, in the neighborhood of Three rivers, in said county, is 
fifty-six, and the number apportioned to the precinct, or place of 
voting at Fort Des Moines, in said county, is fifty-eight. 

Done at Fort Madison, this 15th day of April, A. D. 1846, 

WinntAm McKay, 
Clerk of Board of Commissioners. 

Polk county, at its organization, was included in the Second Ju- 
dicial District, Hon. Joseph Williams of Muscatine, presiding. 

The District Court convened in one of the log shanties, once 
used by the garrison. The Court had as much dignity as the mis- 
erable surroundings made allowable. John B. Larsh, U.S. Marshal; 
Hon. Thomas Baker, Prosecuting Attorney; and Perry L. Crossman, 
Clerk. The Court opened on the morning of the 2nd April, 1846. 
As there had been no Grand Jury summoned, after a few formalities, : 
Court adjourned till the next day. a Ae 

™ Sheriff Mitchell scoured the country over to find his Grand 
Jurors—twenty-two good men were brought from their cabins and 
farms, to this temporary abode of Justice. Their costumes were 
not clegant but coarse and dirty—the Grand Jury had rather of a 
~ barbarous look, as they stood up to be sworn in by the Bailiff. : 

Uncle Jerry Church, an acquaintance of the Judge, apologized to 
his Honor, as he buttoned the wristband of his unwholesome shirt, 

The Judge courteously replied, “Men may have clean hearts 
under dirty shirts.” io } 

The following named persons composed the first Grand Jury of 
Polk county: Wm. Lamb, J. B. Scott, Sam’l Dilley, John Baird, G. 
B, Warden, J. M. Thrift, Sam’l Deford, Sam’l Shafer, W. W. Clapp, 
Benj. Saylor, Peter Newcomer, Newton Lamb, T. McMullen, Jerry 
Church, Thaddeus Wildman, A. Brannon, G. B. Clark, Wm. F. Ayres, 
J.D. Parmalee, James Davis, J. J. Meidrum, Thomas Leonard; Ben- 
jamin Bryant, Bailiff. 

The Grand Jury retired for consultation, and while sitting on a 
fallen oak at the mouth of Coon, took a long smoke, ajoily smoke, 
and talked over county affairs. There were no bills of indictment, 
and no demands on the District Court, except for fees. The Jury 
were soon discharged, and the Court then adjourned till the Sep- 
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tember term. Previous to this time, offenders against law were 


‘tried by court martial at the Fort. 


Judge Williams, afterwards Chief Justice of the State Supreme 
Court, was a man of fine legal attainments, and a scholar outside of 
his profession. He was, however, an inveterate joker and fond of 


-sociéty. Mr. Church played the violin at Dr. Brooks, where the 


Judge boarded, and in a dance improvised for the occasion, his 
Honor took a jig with the rest and played the clarionet also. He 
was ferried over the river daily to the west side, and a young woman, 


named Mary Hays, plicd the oar at one time. He playfully threat- 


ened to kiss her, and carry the muscular damsel off to New Orleans, 
down stream. But, the girl had a tongue of her own. “You carry 
me off! You marry me! you dried wp old cracklin—I wouldn't 
marry you, if you were the last man on earth, and I couldn’t get to 
heaven without a husband. Now, if you don’t behave yourself, I’ll 
pitch you into the river,” and this angel of his destiny looked furious. 
The Judge subsided. 


Hon. Thomas Baker had been chosen Prosecuting Attorney of. 
the county, and now drew a fee of $200.: 


This Court had some anxiety in providing a seal. After due 
deliberation, it was ordered by the powers that be, “the county 
officers shall use the eagle side of a twenty-five cent piece of Amer- 
ican coin, until a proper one can be obtained.” In the whirligig of 
time it would not be as hard now to find a seal as a silver quarter. 
On many of the certificates of election and public documents, we 
find two circular lines made with a pen upon the yellow papers, in- 


- stead of the coin impression. 


Hon. P. M. Cassady was admitted to the Polk county Bar at this 


- term of Court, and in the spring of 1847, was appointed Postmaster 


in place of Dr. Brooks—the good physician being too busy with his 
practice to be bothered with the office. Mr. Cassady was then a 
young man of talent, vigorous and energetic. He was quite a bear 
among the young ladies for a while, until his marriage with an Kas- 
tern lady in 1848. 

In 1847, the mail was light—an old hat held the letters of the Des 
Moines office, yet to homesick folks, the arrival of the postman on 
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horseback was an interesting event. The postman was Rev. Mr. 
Post, of Pella. 


The next item of interest to our readers is this: A. W. Scott es- 
tablished a ferry across the Des Moines, between the east and west 
side of the river, May Ist, 1846. This enterprise was of great valuc 
to emigrants, and the people of the county. 

Col. Thomas Baker and A. D. Jones, Esq., went into a sort of law 
partnership in May, on the west side. 

R. S. Crystal worked at a blacksmith’s forge in one of the old 
garrison buildings; one of the earliest mechanics there. 


Hoyt Sherman, Esq., became a citizen of Des Moines some time 
in the early summer, and we believe clerked in one of the stores. 
He was a plain, unassuming gentleman, and made a good impres- 
sion on the people. 


We copy again from the county records, June Ist, 1846: Board 
of Commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. Foutz absent; 
quorum of our worthy friends, W. H. Meacham and Benj. Saylor; 
ordered Surveyor Jones, who had received the certificate of elec- 
tion instead of Woodward, to lay off the town selected for the county 
seat of Polk county. a 

“Ordered, that a notice of the sale of lots by auction on the 15th 
of July, 1846, be published in the Iowa Capital Reporter, of Iowa 
City, Burlington Hawk Eye, and the Keosauqua Democrat. Terms 
of sale: “ One-sixth cash in hand, the balance in three equal install- 
ments, in six, twelve, and eighteen months.” 

Lot 5, in Block’31, corner of Walnut and Court Avenue, sold at 
thirty-five dollars the day of the survey. Lot1lin same block, cost 
the owner the enormous sum of elghteen dollars. Dr. Fagan as- 
sisted Surveyor Jones in laying out the town of Fort Des Moines, 
the gentlemen using a long rope, instead of a chain with the com- 
pass. The first survey made by these officers was on a bright sum- 
mer day, so auspicious to the future of a great city, June 4th, 1846. 


It was talked over among the most enterprising of the citizens, 
that very likely the Capital of the State would be removed west- 
ward to a more central locality than Iowa City, as she had wrested 
the scepter of dominion for alike reason from Burlington. In that 
case, town lots would be worth something; and yet, as they looked 
over the brush, without roads of much merit; no bridges, houses, or 
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side walks; it looked a little dubious to invest much capital. And 
another good reason, there was not a great deal of capital to invest. 
Most of them belonged to the class of enterprising, but poor young 
MED,,.. | 

- But jokes were alwaysin fashion. A. D. Jones thought it best to 
write a letter, direct it to himself, and keep the matter a secret to 
all but two or three intimate friends. 

This letter he opened next day in presence of the crowd, sa 
were waiting for their mail, and Jones looked happy as he read on to 
the bottom ofthe paper. It was supposed he had got a letter from 
his partner Baker, who was down to Iowa City atthe time. Mr. 
Jones cautiously divulged its secrets to his victims, that probably the 
Capital of the State of Iowa would be removed to Fort Des Moines ! 

The joker then accompanied W. W. Clapp in selecting choice 
town lots, by walking over a part of the future city, and closely ex- 
amining the plat. “What did it all mean?” inquired some of his 
neighbors. , 

Finally, Thomas McMullen and his father-in-law bought largely 
in dead earnest that day, thinking they had a good thing in the 
purchase. Ina few days, Jones let the cat out of the bag, and Mr, 
McMullen’s chagrin was too intense for gentle expression. The 
joke, however, turned on Jones in a few years, for he neglected to 
. buy lots for a long time; and his victims really became quite 
wealthy, from the rise of real estate in this very purchase. 

Prices were reasonably low for town lots, What would a capi- 
talist of Des Moines now think of offering for lot 8, in block 28, 
which sold for $106 in July, 1846. This lot is at the corner of 
Second and Market streets. The town of Fort Des Moines was 
really to be governed by the-Board of County Commissioners. 

Two grocery stores were enlarged 80 as to sell fluids “ under the 
license system.” W. W. Clapp and Addison Michael, each obtained 
licenses from the Board by paying twenty-five dollars a year. Mr. 
Michael was afterwards elected. Justice of the Peace. He was an 
excellent neighbor but not a very well educated man; for he had to 
be taught some of his duties by more experienced officers. Ata 
certain marriage, he forgot a part of the ceremony, and becoming ~ 
80 confused, he stood stock still, scratching his head like a school 
boy. The couple before him were quite red in the face, not relish- 
ing the idea of being half married. 
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AVN a ones, who was present, to relieve his embarrassment, 
shouted out from a distant corner of the room, “by the power in me 
vested, I pronounce you man and wife’—and Justice Michael re- 
peated the words again, as he sat down in a shower of perspiration. 

There were several mock marriages after this ceremony, so as to 
familiarize the Justice with his duties. These mock marriages were 
pastime for the young folks. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Board of Commissioners, for 
which there is no date, the following claims were paidin full to the 
persons, therein named: 7 


Clapp, for paper, $ 


$ _ 4,00 
McKay, for carrying out tax 


3.00. 


tificates of election, 
Whitten, as clerk, 


15 


Amount of expenditures of the late Commissioners. 


and assessment roll, 6.66 Whitten, for grocery li- 
Aaron Copic, examining cense, 3, 2.00 
returns, 1.48 Jones, for filing papers as . 
McRoberts, Judge of Elec- el’k Dist. Court, 2.80 
tion, 1.00 Crossman, for stationary, 12.00 
James White, do 1.00 Clapp, 4q paper, 564 
James Mount, do- 1.00 Jones, 8 subpcenas, 6 venire 
Parmalee, do _ 1.00 g and p jury, 3.50 
Brown, do 1.00 Mitehell, 50.00 
John Saylor, do 1.75 Baker, for prosecuting 
Bradley, do 1.00 att’y, 200.00 
_ Rickey, do 1.00 Crossman, for organizing 
Tucker, do 1.00 Polk county, 50.00 
Jehu Saylor, do 1.00 Whitten, filing 21 papers, 1.10 
Whitten, as clerk 2 days, 4.00 Black, as Com., 5.00 © 
Mount, as Com., 5.00 Black, do lot fund, 2.50 
Martin, do 5.00 Mart.n, do 5.00 
Black, do 5.00 Martin, do lot fund, 2.50 
Black, do 2.50 Whitten,ascl’k,  - 4.00 
Martin, do 2.50 Whitten, do lot fund, 2.00 
A.D. Jones, as deputy cl’k, 2.00 ; — 
Jones for paper and quills, 1.124 ’ 428.33 
Jones, filing 8 papers, 50 MeKay, as clerk, 4.75 
Jones, as clerk, 2.00 Mckay, as lotagent, 33.00 
Jones, filing 74 papers, 3.70 Black, as Com., lot fund, 2.50 
Jones, for notices of election, 4.50 Martin, do lot fund, 2.50 
Jones, for return of popu- Mount, do lot fund, 2.50 
tion, 1.50 Whitten, as el’k lot fund, 2.00 
Jones for 12 poll books, 6.00 tre 
Jones, instructions, 6, 3.00 47.25 
Dille, serving subpoenas $28.33 
Grand Jury, 1.16 — 
Whitten, for issuing 16 cer- Total, $75.58 
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CHAPTER Iv. 


First Fourth of July Celebration—Camp Creek Setilements—Iowa 
Bedsteads, and Tea Party—Longecker Frozen to Death—Muadison 
Township—G@. W. Deebe—Des Moines River Navigation Company. 

When the Fourth of July, 1846, came around, there was a cele- 
bration at Fort Des Moines, equal in patriotie enthusiasm, to the one 
booming with an old eannon at Ottumwa. Anvils and log guns 
wakened the echoes of the Des Moines hills by repeated charges of 
powder; boys picked out the bullets from some of the old garrison 
shanties, which the wasteful soldiers had fired off for fun; and the 
bullets upon a second firing, made as much noise as ever. 

Breakfast and household duties were hurried through by the 
women, who joined their husbands in the procession, which counted 

two hundred strong, to the tune of Yankee Doodle ground out by a. 

brace of fiddles; the whole company marched to a little grove back 

of the old buildings on the west side. Col. Tom Baker, Orator; 

Mayor McKay read the Declaration of Independence; Messrs. Win- 

ehester, Scott, and Frazer, Marshals of the Day. Toasts were read, 

and cheered, while the dinner cost the citizens, one dollar a couple. 

The day was exceedingly warm, but it was a jolly gathering; especi- 

ally, the dance in the evening, which wound up the first celebration 

of the nation’s independence in Polk county. 


There were many interesting lawsuits about this period. Squire 


Woody prosecuted John Thornby for eracking jokes. Baker and 


Jones brought action for Woody in assault and battery, but the suit 
Went by default for want of evidence. The court room was covered 
With tobaceo juice—Woody and Thornby both drunk. Thornby 
marshaled three lawyers for his defense—Col. Baker was on hand 
for Woody. This lawyer had a good deal of shrewdness, but not 
much culture outside of his profession. While living in Polk 
county, he held the office of Prosecuting Attorney for Jasper county, 
and drew his fees at the first District Court held at Newton, June 
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term, 1846. His fees amounted to twenty-five dollars, although, not 
a case was tried there; and the ripe plum fell into his pocket by 
right of cheek and impudence. Baker was President of the Iowa 
Territorial Senate of 1845-6—a good Democrat, and gained the posi- 
tion of Territorial delegate from Polk county by beating Dr. Brooks, 
(Whig.) He left Iowa in 1849, and went to Calfornia. 

One of the early law-suits in the county, Ayres vs. Campbell, 
came up. before Justice Birge of Franklin township, the case being 
transferred from Fort Des Moines. The early records of the Probate 
Court were kept in such a confused and unsystematic manner, there 
is no clear sheet until the election of Hon. Byron Rice, Probate Judge, 
who was a good penman and clerk. Judge Saylor did not fill the 
office long, for the first case in the probate books, where there is 
anything like a record, was “in the matter ef the estate of Lumina 
Scott, deceased,” Wm. Rickey acting as Probate Judge, he having 
been elected in August, 1846, and this particular case came before 
his honor September 12th. 

Thos. Mitchell, Sheriff, received the first prisoner under criminal 
prosecution, who was indicted in Mercer county, Missouri, for mur- 
der. The prisoner had been found running at large by Peter Meyer, 
Deputy Sheriff, and the requisition came September 15th, 1846, from 
the Governor of that State. There was a rescue attempted by his 
friends, but in the darkness of the night, Mitchell and Myers eluded 
the mob; and finally in the morning delivered the murderer to the 
proper officers who were on the track. 


In the fall of 1846, Jeremiah Church established two rope ferries 
near Dudley, which were of great benefit to the pioneers. They 
proved lucrative, especially through the California emigration of 
1849-50. | 

Perhaps a genuine bear story will be interesting to our boy read- 
cis. Mr. Camillus Leftwich of Four-mile township, started out to 
give an invitation to all his neighbors, who were seattered over 
t velve miles of prairie, to help him raise his cabin; making for an ex- 
cuse that he had lived in arail pen six weeks—the snakes crawled into 
the beds, and he was getting tired of it. My. Leftwich had not gone 
a mile from his rail pen, before a huge black bear crossed the trail 
from a plum thicket not faraway. After the party came together 
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and the cabin was raised, all wanted to have a bear hunt.’ Mr. Left- 
wich had three grey hounds well trained for hunting, which accom- 
panied the party. 

After surrounding the place where Bruin had disappeared in the 
morning, the grey hounds scented the game and the men mostly 
mounted on horses, drove the bear across the trail again. The Polk 
county hunters were armed with stakes and presented such a formi- 
dable appearance, that Bruin made no effort to defend himself or 
give them a hug. Mr. Leftwich was armed with an old flintlock 
gun, and the bear coming within a range of fifty yards, the conse- 
quence was bear meat in plenty to ‘say nothing of a gallon of hair 
oil. This occurred in 1846. Mr. Leftwich had a trap for wolves 
where he caught five in one night, and one evening he emphasized 
his sport with trapping a large wild cat. Wolves were very plenty, 
coming out of the Des Moines forest to forage on the settlers’ swine 
and sheep. These grey hounds belonging to Mr. L. could overtake 
a wolf in a little time, and while two held the game the others would 
tear itin pieces. After the wolves became scarce, these dogs had a 
place on the prairie a few rods from the cabin where they sat and 
howled for hours, because their “ occupation was gone.” 

L. M. Burk came to Beaver township in April, 1846, before tho 
survey was made. He built a log shanty 16x12, west of Mud Creek 
and in the grove that bears his name. The cabin held his claim so 
that Mr. Burk was not obliged to be there all the time, and his 
family did not make it headquarters till the next spring. 

_ The cabin had hard work to accommodate old folks, children, 
furniture, dogs, etc. The beds were all piled upon one bedstead; 
under them were trunks, baskets, bags and bundles—a rude table 
was placed between the door and fireplace; in the latter flamed up a 
cheerful blaze in the cold weather for wood was plenty in the grove. 
On the walls were hung old hats, cloaks, shawls and great coats, in 
fact the cabin was lined with wearing apparel and household uten- ~ 
sils; a looking glass, a cheap picture or so, stood upon along shelf 
with the family candlestick and clock. In this little nest of the 
beautiful forest were hidden fourteen persons, as happy as “the old 
Woman who lived in her shoe.” 


The beds were laid on the floor at night while the chairs and 
tubles were put out of doors to hold the moonshine. The first cbild 
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born in Beaver township was John Burk, who was dropped down by 
the angels into this little cabin, Sept. 7th, 1847. The shanty was not 
weather proof and a heavy storm came on soon after his birth. One 
of the family was obliged to stand guard with the broom and keep 
the rain from drowning the fire. 

Mrs. Burk did not make many tea parties, but neighbors put in 
an appearance occasionally. A neighboring woman having a social 
desire, started out one hot afternoon to visit Mrs. Burk. Being 
tired of her long walk she caught an old mare that was feeding by 
the roadside, and making a bark bridle for the “ critter’s” neck she 
rode astride and drove up to her hostess gate, dressed in a linsey 
gown, barefoot, with a handkerchief tossed over hor head instead of 
a bonnet. 

James N. Stewart lived south from Mr. Burk’s cabin, about two 


‘miles from the Des Moines river in Camp Creek township, and gave 


the name of “Stewart’s grove and settlement.” He drove his 
wagon from Indiana to this place, and reached his new home in new 
Jands, March 15th, 1846. Mr. Stewart had no chimney in his cabin; 
a hole in the slub roof was an escapade for the smoke. Mrs. Stewart 
made sheep sorrel pies, and at one time invited in a few ladies to 


‘partake of the new found luxury. 


Mr. J. B. Hemstead, Creth Renfrow and a Mr. Fleming lived in 
the Stewart settlement. In Elkhart township, three citizens named 
Byers, Elliott and Fowler broke up the sod and made improvements 
in the spring of 1846, +—~ 

Martin Tucker entertained a good many of the pioneers at his 
hotel, on the west side in one of the garrison buildings. Among his 
guests was George Beebe who settled in Madison township, early in 
the month of May, 1846. Nota track north of his cabin, no road, 
nobody to disturb a night’s repose between him and the Minnesota 
line, Mr. Beebe built his cabin without “chinkin’—the wolves used 
to stick their noses through the logs and peep into the nest. The 
winter of 1846-7 was cold; Mr. Longecker had been to the Fort for 
supplies, and in the blinding snow he lost his path; bewildered too 
and weary from directing his team, he sank down in the shrouded 


drifts and died alone in the night. 


But if the winters were cold, in the midsummer’s night dream, 
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the mosquitoes were terrible. No one could cross the Des Moines 
river valley in the vicinity of Mr. Beebe’s without mittens and coats, 
and vails even, were used by the men for protection. Their stings 
were so sharp that a cotton shirt was no defense. Mrs. Beebe used 
to wrap up her hands if she sat down inthe doorway of her cabin, 
or else be caten without mercy. The grass was six feet high in some 
places, and the common measurement was four feet. Prairie fires 
blazed with such terrific vigor, that sometimes cattle, swine, and even 
wild animals, were overtaken and burned to death. The flames have 
been known to rise seventy-five feet in the air, and men laboring in 
the field have had hard work to save themselves. he first justice 
in Madison township was George Beebe, the gentleman we have 
mentioned. 

D. C. Marts came into the neighborhood soon after Mr. Beebe 
made his home in the wilderness. Mr. Marts staked out his claim, 
made a few improvements, but did not move his family till 1847. 


Andrew M»ssersmith come to the Madison settlement in the 


spring of 1846, and is still known as an excellent citizen of that town- 


ship. The next year, J. M. Marts cast in his lot with these early pio- 


neers. 


Seth Williams, in 1848, lived out on the wide prairie five miles 
from Polk City. He had no neighbors nearer than the village, so 
that he was obliged to make his rouds and bridges at his own ex- 
pense. One night he was lost in a severe snow storm; but leaving 
his team, he walked around alittle circle, as lost persons will, through 
the whole dreary- time, till daylight came, to keep from freezing to 
death. : 

Among the early settlers of the county was Elijah Canfield, who 
came to Camp Creek township, in April, 1846; and after entering his 
river claim at Pella, he built alog shanty, south of Burk’s Grove 


about a mile, in the northern part of the township. This cabin was 


16 feet square, having a stick chimney, and a fire-place made up of a 
few stones—a very rude affair. 

There was an immense timber wolf, that frightened his children 
as they went to school in the log school house, this being built the 
following winter. 

The wolf, one moonlight night, had a hankering after one of Mr. 
Canfleld’s pigs; and as the varmint. neared the pen, his eyes looked 
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savagely at the sleeping swine in the straw. Mr. Canfield held his 
shot-gun firmly in his hand, coming up slyly, he fired at a few paces’ 
distance, and killed the rascal. He measured two feet and six 
inches in height, and as he had been such a pest in the neighborhood 
everybody sent up thanksgivings. 

Any amount of rattle-snakes were seen, with skunks, rabbits, and 
prairic wolves, to make sporting pleasant. 

The ague through the season of 1864 was very prevalent in Camp 
Creek township; and in Mr. Canfield’s family, seven were down ata 
time with the shakes in the little cabin. Mr. Lathrop, who was a 
boarder, and little Angeline Canfield died, after a fever set in with the 
ague. No one of the family was able to attend the funeral, but Mr. 
Canfield. About this time the flour ran low, so Mr. Canfield started 
to Oskaloosa to carry his wheat to mill sixty miles away, leaving the 
sick ones nearly destitute of bread. While absent, he came down ~ 
sick with the chills; and as there was no mail, his wife had no news 
of him, she feared he was dead. 

After a while he got better, and came back to his farm work as 
pale as a ghost. His cows went nearly dry for want cf being milked. 

The first Justice elected in this section was J. N. Stewart, some 
time in 1847, who had not much idea of law, but was a man of clear 
judgment and good sense. 

On the 18th of July, 1846, the whole population of Polk county 
was 1301, there being an official census taken. 

The number of persons in Fort Des Moines was 127—Families 
twenty-three and houses thirty-one. 

The first frame building put up in this village, July 25th, 1846, was 
David Solenberger’s possession, 18x20, nine foot story; and alto- 
gether, it was rather of a cheap coneern. 

There was but few buildings erected in 1846—the old garrison 
houses serving the settlers. 

At the August election there was a good deal of excitement. <A, 
D. Jonos was elected constable by the Whigs, and Justice of the Peace 
by the Democrats; the former electing him to that office through 
spite-work. An election was held at the same time through the State, 
to receive, or reject the new Constitution, that met at IowaCity. a 
Convention had been held the year before, submitting a Constitution 
which was not popular, on account of its having circumscribed boun- 
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daries and other defects. The last one proved to be more palatable, 
than its predecessor, and it received thirty thousard votes through 
' the State. In December, 1846, the State was admitted to the National 
Councils by Congress; at the same time with Florida—a twin star of 
beauty. 

The lawyers conspicuous In this August campaign, were Mayor 
McKay, Col. Tom Baker, Hon. P. M. Cassady, W. D. Frasee, S. D. 
Winchester, and A. D. Jones, Esq., all of Fort Des Moines. 

The physician on the east side was Dr. Brooks ; at the Fort was 
Dr. Fagan, a graduate of a St. Louis Medical School, and Dr, Kirk- 
bride. There was a little apothecary shop there. Mr. Vanatta made 
chairs and had a turning-lathe. The millwright was John Ehle, and 
Wm. F. Ayres, tailor. 

J. A. Campbell had a grocery, and a place of amusement for the 
young folks to hold singing schools and dances. Addison Michael 
put up a frame store this season (1846), and in 1848 Mr. Campbell 
built the first brick building in town. 

A. D. Jones was not only Constable, and Justice of the Peace, but 
Deputy Clerk of the county; and upon July 24th, 1846, he issued the 
fourth marriage license from May. One young man was too poor to 
pay for one, but offered to split rails for the Clerk, “ or any other 
man,” to get a bona fide license. 

Among the young gents of Fort Des Moines were Geo. A. Michael, 
Dr. Kirkbride, L. McHenry, Lewis Whitten, Major McKay and Jona- 
than Rathborne. These western dandies wore blue swallow-tailed 
coats ; pants nearly as tight as the skin, and strapped down overthe 
boots; (sometimes pwmps instead of boots) and always wide stocks 
made of black silk, which tightened their throats like a boa con- 
strictor. 

Mated with these gents in the social circle were Miss Mary Thorp, 
Miss Melissa Hoxie, Letitia Tucker, and Miss Kirkbride, a sister of 
the Doctor. The page of history also brightens with the name of 
Jemima Scott, an old maid of the times; but instead of an angular 
Ophelia, she was a jolly creature, with a backbone nota bit “like a 
darning needle stuck in a board.” Plum gatherings, where the 
luscious fruit was piled up in huge baskets and washtubs, were en- 
joyed by the young folks. 

The birds sang happy idyls in the tall oaks and walnuts at the 
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mouth of the “sunny Coon.” There were ferns and wild asters at 


the foot of the trees, mingled with star-fringed gentians and fire- 


pinks ; the partridge drummed echoes to the beating hearts of these 
old-time lovers ; softly the rippling waters chimed with their hushed 
voices in this beautiful trysting-place, and the sweet spirit of beauty 
lingered in these primeval solitudes, loth to give way to the coming | 
tramp of that mighty army which now inhabits the city’s walls. _ 

Many of the ladies were dressed in the prevailing style, while 
others wore plain linsey dresses and ealico to church. Very long 
dress waists that had little trimming; with skirts narrow and just 
long enough to touch the tops of the shoes; bonnets as large as a 
coal-scuttle. This structure was adorned. with bows of ribbon of 
iminense size, which had wire run round the edges to make them 
stand up like rabbits’ ears. 


Those blessed, thrice-blessed creatures wore no chignons, hich 
heeled shoes, flopping paniers, or double-ruffled overskirts; for when 
extravagance had expended its main force on the bonnet, the rest of 
the costume was oe! and suited to the every-day wants of the 
ladies. 

A quilting brought out many interesting ard of the social 
life. The baking was hurried up in the morning after the invitations 
were sent out; the floor was scrubbed to its whitest capacity; while 
the chairs, tables and all superfluous furniture was turned out of 
doors to give way to the quilt- -frames. The best quilter was the 
belle of the evening. | 

The year of 1846 is known as a fruitful one; crops were good, and 
as there was considerable immigration, bright hopes were entertained 
of a prosperous future. Sod corn averaged 40 bushels to the acre. 
In May the soldiers sold off their commissary stores, which was a 
boon to the settlers. Rice sold for 24 cts. per pound; pork, 8 cts.: 
eggs, 2 cts. a dozen; and sugar in like proportion. 

The price of a meal at some of the hotels was only ten cents— 
stopping over night cost 25 cents, and teams were charged fifteen 
cents extra. A landlord “up the river” used to charge five cents moro 
for biscuit than when corn bread was placed before his traveling 
guests. Imagine the Aborn landlord up to this kind of snuff! 

©. Stutsman built a small saw-mill in the northern part of Saylor 
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township, some time in the summer of 1816. Mrs. Stutsman was a 
good housekeeper, and travelers on their way to the new settlements 
about the Des Moines river, made their cabin a stopping place. Sol- 
omon Bates came in the Fall. Further up the river Andrew Groso 
close lived, and the Hopkins settlement in the edge of Madison town- 
ship was heard of in the every-day talk of the pioneers. Along the 
river for miles the fine forest lands met the prairie, which made it 
valuable for fencing and fuel, so that this part of Polk county filled 
up rapidly through 1846-7. Many of the claim-holders on Four-Mile 
ereek sold out and left in 1845. 


CHAPTER V. 

Camp Creek Shadows and Sunshine—Hard Times—Prize Fighi be+ 
tween Robinson and Warren—Polk Co. Jail and Court House Con- 
tract—April Election of 1847—Hamlin boys Hung by the Thumbs. 

The Stewart settlement, in the Fall of 1846, received another ac- 
cession in the person of Gcorge N. Stewart, who built his log cabin 
on the lower Des Moines trail, which followed the bank of the river 
from Red Rock to the Fort. ‘Two or three years afterwards he built 
a log store, and competed sales with the Red Rock merchants and 
Uncle Jerry Church at Dudley. He hauled his groceries from Keo- 
kuk by wagon. A steamboat came up the river in June, 1846,—the 
freshet clearing the stream of snags. This made groceries tolerably 
cheap through the country. Mr. Stewart’s enterprise proved lucra- 
tive to the pioneer merchant, and in a short time he had a large store 
filled with goods. He died in Keokuk of cholera, in 1850. 

J. M. Montgomery drove his covered wagon into the Stewart set- 
tlement on the 6th of May, 1847, having crossed the country from: 
Indiana to Camp Creek. Mr. Montgomery broke up the sod, had the 
ague, killed wolves and rattlesnakes, and wrought patiently through 
many hardships; but after eight years of toil “he slept the sleep that 
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knows no waking.” Rev. Mr. Russell, a Christian preacher, had 
formed a little church of his denomination in this neighborhood, and 
preached Mr. Montgomery’s funeral sermon—he being a member of 
his church. 

David Johnson and Mr. Woodward also came here in 1847—the 
latter married Miss Lavinia Hendricks at Mr. James Stewart’s, one 
pleasant afternoon, Abel Fonts, Esq., performing the ceremony—this 
gentleman being the first justice in Camp Creek. Mr. Joseph Lang- 
don, a hardy settler, lived in an early day, on the Des Moines river, 
about a mile and a half from Adelphi. His gentle wife is remembered, 
as selling chickens; one pair only, for fear there would not be enough 
to go around. The first funeral in this region, was a child belonging 
to Mr. Woodward, who was buried without a prayer, or any cere- 
mony. — 

A few months after this, Rev. Mr. Marks of Polk City, preached in 
the settlement. He was a Baptist, and a man of earnest piety, but 
was not full of the polite graces that sometimes adorn the clergy. 
The back-woods minister generally rushed into the pulpit with a 


Bible in his hand and commenced singing at the top of his voice. 


He was dressed in the Kentucky jeans common to the olden times, 
his fiery red hair standing out from his head like porcupine quills in 
a blaze; and with the declaration that “Religion was an awful good 
thing to have, as good as a Fourth of J uly dinner,” he passes into 
history as the owner of a turning lathe, and landlord at Polk City, as 
well as a prominent clergyman of the days of yore. 

South east from the site of Adelphi, was a horse-ferry over the 
Des Moines, operated by Edward Martin. This enterprise was of 
great benefit to the line of travel which extended over Warren county, 
and westward to Kanesville, now known as Council Bluffs. The Mor- 
mon emigration was heavy over this ferry in 1847, and the roads 
leading to this point were lined with their snow-topped wagons. 

Corn was high for several years on account of this emigration— 
reaching its maximum in 1850, when the California gold-seekers went 
through the country, this cereal bringing $2.50 per bushel. Martin 
could not endure all the whiskey treats which were the perquisites 
of a ferryman, and he died from hard drinking and exposure in 1850. 

In Camp Creek township we notice the arrival of another settler, 
named Robinson. He and and his wife were jolly folks, and the 
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young people in the vicinity had merry times there. One October 
night there was a rail-mauling dance at his cabin, when fun marked 
each happy hour till the next day dawned. Uncle Jerry Church, 
merchant from Dudley, played the fiddle ; Robert Warren and an- — 
other gentlemen, led the evening’s festivities by a stag dance—the 
ladies following in turn, with “Virginia reel,” and “Money musk.” 

We extend the history of Camp Creek and vicinity into 1848. In 
the spring of that year, a Methodist class was formed of eight mem- 
bers. Elijah Canfield, class leader. 


The little band had many very pleasant meetings, and accom- 
plished much good. Rev. Ezra Rathborne preached occasionally. 

Mr. L. M. Burk having lost his wife, was married on an April dey, 
to a widow lady, Mrs. Maria Vise. They were honored with char- 
‘wart in the loudest style. Cow-bells, whistles, horse-fiddles, drum- 
ing on tin pans, enlivened the neighborhood until morning. Mr. Burk 
having a literary turn of mind, kept a diary through 1848. He also 

wrote some very good poetry, considering the bitter fountain where 
his muse imbibed her inspiration, for in the diary he complains of 
being barefoot in the October frost. His children were in a like des- 
titution—“no money to buy shoes, meat and meal all out; and noth- 
ing talked of in the neighborhood but hoe downs.” 

A curious quarrel occurred between. Mr. Robinson and Warren, 
whom we have mentioned. The former used some irritating lan- 
guage to Mr. Warren, about a land claim. Robinson was a tall, long 
legged fellow, and Warren much incensed, made a dive at him, in- 

_tending to throw Robinson over backward, who caught Warren’s 
.head on the fly between his long legs, and holding him there, he 
pounded poor Warren’s nose until the claret streamed down his 
hunting shirt in prize ring enthusiasm. 

There was but little money in the county through 1847-8; and 
farmers were obliged to swap their produce for groceries, dry goods, 
etc. Mr. Burk’s diary declares—‘“Swapped a bushel of buckwheat 
for two pounds of salt.” Wild turkeys and elk were plenty, and one 
morning fifty of the former game were seen foraging on Mr. Burk’s 
buckwheat patch. 


* In Four Mile township, there occurred several deaths in 1849, that 
cast great gloom over this sparsely settled region. Mrs. Mary Vise 
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died of a fever, and in eighteen days her husband, Isaac Vise, fol- 
lowed her to the silent land, leaving an orphan family of seven chil- 
dren; among them, a young babe, which died also, in a few days. 

Teaming in early times was an occupation that calls for a notice 
en passant. In the fall of 1846, J. J. McCall of Camp Creek, made a 
contract with Mr. Ballard to draw his corn to market—the teamster 
received one load of corn for drawing another to Fort Des Moines. 

Long before the yeilow stage coaches of the Western Stage Co. 
were secn winding along over the prairies, the heavy wagons of the 
teamsters had cut deep gullies in the black ribbon of the highway. 
The fare from the towns on the Mississippi were regulated a good 
deal by the traveler’s purse, and his social qualities. “ A rich man paid 
about six dollars from Keokuk. ; 

Steamboats and keels came up the Des Moines river once ina 
while, and passengers sometimes came on them to the Fort. When 
the boat got stuck on the sand bars, the passengers used to walk on 
ahead, and wait for the boast to follow at its leisure. 

Fort Des Moines saw much anxiety in the fall of 1846, by the 
freezing of the river, bringing trade toastop. Teamsters grew ex- 
orbitant in their demands, and no steamboats. There was no hope 
_ either, of a great city, till transportation was cheaper. 

‘The man who could solve this commercial problem, would bea 
savior to the stagnant town. 

Upon conferring with merchants of Eddyville, Ottumwa, Ben- 
ton’s Port, and other towns on the river, it was thought best to in- 
struct Hon. Augustus C. Dodge, U.S. delegate from the Territory of 
Iowa to Congress, to bring relief, by improving the navigation of the 
Des Moines river—that obstinate creature which was destined to dry 
up in the summer, and freeze over in the winter—it certainly needed . 
Congressional interference. General Dodge drew up a bill, and Con- 
gress passed an Act, Aug. 8th, 1536, appropriating alternate sections 
of the public lands in the Territory of Iowa, five miles in width along 
the Des Moines river, to improve the navigation of the stream from 
the mouth of Raccoon river to the Mississippi. 

The lands were not to be sold at $1.25 an acre, but at the highest 
market price, some of the sections being worth as high as $10.00 an 
acre. Moreover, the Government officers in charge of the improve- 
ment subsequently construed the wording of tho Act to mean “al- 
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ternate sections along the Des Moines river to the Minnesota line”— 
a princely domain, amply sufficient to have turned the much tink- 
ered stream wrong side out. 


A board of public works to manage the concerns of the Slack 
Water Navigation Company, was appointed by the State Legislature 
of 1846-7, consisting of H. W. Sample, President; Paul Bratton, 
Treasurer; and Charles Corkery of Dubuque, Secretary. 


In 1849, these officers were succeeded by Col. Will Patterson, Pres- 
ident; George Gillaspy of Ottumwa, Treas.; and Corkery re-elected 
Secretary. General Curtis and John C. Fremont were the engineers;. 
and at one time, Jesse Benton visited Bentonsport, where she saw 
the handsome Colonel. J. G. Walker, now a citizen of Colfax, was 
one of the contractors to buy stone—recciving several thousand dol- 
lars from the fund. The S. W.N. Company managed ito survey the 
stream; the Engincers fished and hunted; bcarding bilis were paid, 
the interior of cigar boxes inspected; whiskey and jack-knives recip- 


rocated, and a pile of stone quarricd at Iowaville. In time, three 


dams were built; oneat Bentonsport, another at Croton, and still 


another, at Keosuaqua. But boats could not go over these dams 


very well; the slack water made the country unhealthy; and this aque- 
ous scheme shortly became as unpopular as cold water among the 
Sioux. Petition after petition worried the Legislature of 1851, when 
the law was again altered, anda Commissioner appointed. General 
Van Plank Van Antwerp of Burlington, a noted Democrat, took the 
place, with the same Treasurer as before. More stone was quarried, 
money paid out, lands were sold, and the officers grew Been te af 
N. Co. still grew more odious in public estimation. 


In 1853, the law was again changed, enough to change the officers 
somowhat; Josiah Bonney elected President; but Gillaspy of Ottum- 
way, still hanging on to the office strings by being appointed Treas-. 
urer, or Register; with Hon. George Wright and Uriah Biggs associ- 
ated in making contracts. Railroads were being built at such arapid 
rate in the East, that capitalists and everybody else considered slack 
water navigation a “slow coach” at the best; so that little was done 
through this year of the new appointments. 


The Des Moines Navigation Company was chartered by Congress 
in 1854, but the officers names are not within the writer’s reach; and 
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as the Company was soon as dead as any of its predecessors, oblivion 
might as well cover the officer’s also. The Des Moines Navigation 
Company having failed to come to time, the State of Iowa with per- 
sistent sympathy for the channel of the much abused stream, gave a 
contract to Bangs & Bros. of New York. They managed to quarry 
more rock at Rosseau, in the corner of Marion County. Bangs was 
to have $150,000 worth of land sales, as the settlers paid their 
money in at the rate of two dollars below Kaccoon Fork, and five 
dollars above Coon Fork. There was a great deal of dissatisfaction 
with the arrangement, for in some places above Coon Fork, land was 
selling at two dollars an acre, and even less. Bangs Bros. finally 
became insolvent, and the Legislature of 1856-7 appointed Hon. 
Thomas Mitchel of Polk, Hon. G. W. Belknap, now Secretary of War, 
and Hon. C. C. Carpenter of Fort Dodge, members of the Lower 
House of Representatives, as a Committee to deliver over the fran- 
chises of the Navigation Company, to the Des Moines Valley Rh. Rh. 
Co., oras it was then called the Keokuk, Fort Des Moines, and Min- 
nesota R. R. This was done and the Railroad Company received the 
grant. Persons had settled on the alternate sections above the Fork, 
and the Railroad Company in time, ordered them off. In 1858, Con- 
cress selected Hon. Charles Mason of Burlington, sometimes called 
Judge Mason, to settle with the State of Iowa, and the squatters, and 
try to bring many of the vexatious law-suits to a end, which had 
been commenced. Through sixteen years of trouble, the State pot- 
tered away with the claimants on both sides to make matters satis- 
factory to all concerned. Yet lawsuit after lawsuit followed, as the 
railroad lawyers contended that the wording of the grant gave the 
lands north of the mouth of the Coon to the Company, and tried to 
eject the settlers by law, many times. The 14th General Assembly 
of 1872-3, appointed a Board of Commissioners, consisting of Hon. 
John F. Duncomb, of Fort Dodge, Hon. Charles Aldrich of Webster 
City, and Hon. John Hull of Boonsboro, to audit the claims of the land 
owners, who had obtained their title from the Land office. This 
board brought these just claims before Congress, but nothing was 
done until the present year (1874,) an appropriation of $404,000 
was passed for the relief of the settlers. 

At Fort Des Moines meetings were held at different times in sym- 
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pathy with the up-river settlers—all felt the force of the monopoly, 
although the feeling was not so bitter as in the claim troubles of 1848. 


The year 1846 marks the first settlement of Delaware township— 
Riley Thornton pitched his tent on a branch of Four Mile creek, be- 
lieving that the splendid resources of Polk County would contribute 
to his comfort, and one visiting his beautiful home of to-day, will 
conclude that his prophecy was true. Mr. Thornton lived poor for 
a long time, for he spent most of his ready cash in making improve - 
ments on his little farm. When Parmalees mill was out of order, 
which was pretty often, Mr. Thornton was obliged to take his grist 
down to Oskalaosa, taking about two weeks from his farm labor. 
This brought double care upon the wife. The cows were to be 

brought in from the prairie, they wandering miles away in the tall 
grass; the truck patch, or garden, to be guarded from marauding In- 
dians; the meat house from the saucy wolves; beside, there was the 
old regular routine of household duties. 

In 1847, James Smith, now the wealthy pomologist living a little 
south.of Des Moines, emigrated to Mr. Thornton's neighborhood, 
from Kentucky, five miles away in Douglas township. Mr. Smith, 
and his son John had become free holders of the soil of Iowa, in this 
wise. They dug out a hole inaside hill, put up a few logs and poles 
for a front entrance, made a slab door, swept up the dirt, and behold! 
they lived and had their being. Mr. Smith brought with him a half 
bushel of apple seeds, which he planted—thus, furnishing the items 
connected with the beginning of the first fruit nursery in the county. 
He sdld out this home and nursery in a year or two, to Nathan 
Thornton. 


In the fall of 1846, William Haworth came to the Thornton settle- 
ment. His little son, a child three years old, died with the malarial 
fever of 1847, which was so prevalent through the county. This was 
the first death in Delaware township. ; 

There was no regular preaching here-abouts until 1849, after 
other settlers came in. Rev. Mr. Corey,a Baptist clergyman leading 
the services. He was called quitetan able man. Isaac Thornton, 
Wi liam James, and a farmer named Brazelton, who is now quite well 
olf, were among the settlers of an early day. 

A daughter of Mr. James married Clay Van Doren, the first wed- 
ding in Delaware township. J. D. McGlothien, afterward Commis- 
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sioner of Polk County, settled on Keokuk prairie in Allen tp., north 


of the town site of Carlysle, in the summer of 1848. He was a man 
of clear judgment, and much respected by his neighbors. | 


Hon. J. C. Jordan of Walnut township, built his cabin the same 
season, about six miles west of Fort Des Moines, and to finish up the 
house in rather aristocratie shape for the pioneer times, he put in 
@ battened door, the first in the county—buying his lumber at Par- 
malee’s mill on Middle river. The fashion had been to rive out lum- 
ber from walnut logs, and fasten the rude planks to across pieco 
with wooden pegs. Then with a wooden latch, and wooden hinges, 
the primitive door was hung, and did its duty as the owner was hos- 
pitably inclined, or otherwise. | 

Farther west from Mr. Jordan’s cabin was the Busick settlement 
over in Dallas county; but as the settlers in that region were polit- 
ically and commercially united with Fort Des Moines for years, we 
notice them with the rest of the Polk county pioneers. Joshua Boon 
and D.M. Fiynn, bought out some of the claims in the Busick 
neighborhood—the former in 1849, and the latter, in 1850. Mr. Flynn 
drove two yoke of slow oxen all the way from Indiana, to this new 
home in Coon valley, and built his house near his: residence of to- 
day—in the mean time, living in his wagon until his house roof was 
well finished. From the owner of Polly Busick’s claim, containing 
160 acres, he is now proprietor of 1800 acres of Coon bottom land, aherd 
of the finest thorough bred Short Horns in Central Iowa; a beautiful 
residence in place of the humble home; and this handsome property 
made, without cheating or over reaching his neighbor. - 


There were several brothers named Bennet, that settled in Wal- 
nut township in the fall of 1846. They were all hard working 
and industrious men; fenced and improved their claims, and were 
ready to do their share in making this part of Polk county, “bloom 
and blossom like the rose.” 


A Methodist preacher by the name of Raynor, used to preach in 
Mr. Jordan’s cabin, and at the Bennett's in early times. Leroy Lam- 
bert, now a banker living in Adel], Dallas County, had aelaim in this 
neighborhood, and killed deer and wolves, beside sending wild tur 
keys to roost in the summer land. Coons were killed for their hides. 
This was called coon skin currency. The settlers having littlo or no 
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money, could sell coon skins and get silver quarters. And. most of 
the merchants took pay for their groceries, dry goods, etc., in coon 
skins. One lady, hcereabouts, killed a coon, skinned it, took the hide 
to the village, and boucht a calico dress; calico was bight cents per 
yard, and six yards made a dress. ' 

The Juvenals were also Mr. Jordan’s neighbors, say ten miles away. 
At wolf hunts, weddings, or funerals, neighbors came in from ten 
to twenty miles, to participate in all matters concerning the weal or 
woe of the people. 

Mr. Jordan had a dozen sheep killed by the forest wolves, that 
were worse foes to the lambs of the flock than the prairie species; 
and his neighbors immediately joined in awolf hunt to extirpate the 
Tupine race from the Coon bottom. . 

Snakes were not so bad here, as across in Madison county among 
the limestone rocks, A lady friend of Mr. Jordan, killed five snakes 
in one day, near her Winterset home, and it was not a good day for 
snakes either. 


' Orin Mitchell, son of Hon. Thos. Mitchell of Apple Grove, aged two 
years old, was bitten by a rattle snake while playing near the house. 
The fangs of the snake entered his baby big toe on the right foot, 
and the whole foot swelled ata terrible rate. Dr. Fagan, a guest of 
Mr. Mitchell, ordered a heavy dose of whiskey, and tobacco satur- 
ated with whiskey, for an outward application. This anti-crusade 
treatment cured the snake bite, andin a few days, the baby boy was 
as lively as ever. Moral: Whiskey is good for snake bites. 

The Assessor, G. B. Clark, was ordered by the Board of Commis- 
sioners to levy the tax of 1846 for Territorial purposes—three fourths 
of one mill on the property valuation—fifty cents on every hundred 
dollars for county purposes. Poll taxes were not so heavy as in lat- 
ter years. Male persons were taxed fifty cents for the privilege 
of voting, without any envy on the part of the ladies, who never 
dreamed at this time, of a Poik County Woman Suffrage Society. 

Calvin Brockett did not want to see the Assessor, aS he was poor, 
and lived in a log house at the mouth of Camp Creek. A little sod 
corn, two cows, a fair looking claim with forest and prairie, were his 
only possessions, to speak of. 

A family named Linn were his neighbors in 1846 and lived on the 
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same trail that led from Red Rock to Parmalee’s mills, on Middle 
river. William Wallace, a very good citizen, came into the neigh- 
borhood the same season. Six miles of Polk County was traded off 
to Jasper County, in lieu of the six miles which was taken from War- 
ren County to make Fort Des Moines a central point for the County 
Seat. In this manner, we find citizens that now live in J asper 
County, occupying official positions in 1846-7. John Q. Deakin, of 
Vandalia, in this way, was appointed one of the Judges of election in 
Camp Creck precinct. Elias Prunty, a settler living north of Mr. 
Deakin, voted with the latter named gentleman at Camp Creek. 
Eleazer Linn, a young son of Mr. Linn, was lost the 2d of April, 1846, 
in asnow storm, about a mile south of Burk’s grove, in a ravine there. 


He, and his brother drove a yoke of oxen and wagon from Mr. Mitch- 


ell’s through the snow, becoming blinded by the storm, had laid down © 
under the brush wood, quite exhausted. Mr. Mitchell being 
alarmed after the boys left, at the severity of the storm, mounted his 
horse and rode after the boys at fullspeed. Luckily he found them 
before they were quite frozen, and brought them back to his own 
hospitable cabin. This is only one of the many instances where 
Mr. Mitchell showed his kindness to the settlers in his neighborhood, \ 

Dr. H. H. Saylor hung out his shingle as practitioner of medicine, 
in a little log house, which sent up its blue smoke among the tall 
sycamores and cottonwoods of the Des Moines bottom, southward 
from John Saylor’s cabin. His coming was heralded with much joy 
by the settlers in the vicinity. 


Dr. Grinmel, another physiciaw from the East, settled on the west 
side of the river, in the north part of the village of Fort Des Moines. 
R. Holeomb lived in 1846, in a log. house not far from the site of the 
Third Ward school house of to-day.. With the last few items we close ) 
the history of the eventful year of 1846, in Polk county. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


April eleciion—Saylor’s neighbors—Fourth of July up, the Des 
Moines River—Deaths, Weddings, &c—Items of interest connected 


with the Setilement of Madison Townshig. 


At the April election of 1847, there was a good deal of excitement 


on local affairs, and too, the Whigs taking into account the Mexican 
War, with the unpopularity which always attends blood and carnage, 
were hoping to get control of Polk County, that had been named alter 
President Polk. The County west, named after the Vice President, 
showed the popularity of the Administration in this vicinity; yet the 
Whigs worked hard to change public sentiment. 


The slavery question, without being a political issue, entered 
largely into political discussions, but neither party talked of its abo- 
lition under a hundred years at least. Texas admitted as slave ter- 
ritory, had krought on‘the Mexican war, which was a good argument 
for the Whigs; but the Democrats shouted themselves hoarse over 
the extension of territory under “the stary flag,’ and the great ben- 
efits conferred on civilization. Polk county went Democratic by 
a good sized majority from the enthusiasm of the latter idea, and 
with Tom Benton’s notion of a hard money currency, as opposed to. 
banks. The following documents, we copy from papers belonging 
to the Old Settlers Association. 


; Fort Des Moines, March 16th, 1847. 

Henry Brrer, Esa.: There will be elected et our next election, a 
State officer, stvled Superintendent of Public Instruction; a District 
Officer, styled District Judge; and such county and township officers 
as are mentioned in the advertisement. Each township requires 
three sets of poll books; two poll books make a set. Whena person 
votes for State, District, County and township officers, his name 
should be written on all the poll books. But if he votes for only 
one, or the other, that’s for State, District, County and township offi- 
cers, his name should be written on only one set of the poll books. 
These poll books must be returned to the Clerk of the Board of Com- 
missioners, and there kept by one of the Judges or Clerks of election. 
Take care to'return one poll book, containing the votes for Superin- 
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tendent of Public, Instruction, one containing the votes for Judge, 
and one containing the votes for county and township officers. We 
hope the Democrats will play the Whigs a strong game, and show 
that we have a clean majority in this county. It is said that the 
Democratic candidate for J udge is the best lawyer in the State.” 

Hon. James Harlan of Iowa City, was elected State Superintendent 
of Pubiic Instruction, and anew Board of Commissioners for Polk 
County—James Mount, Andrew Groseclose, and James Black. . 

The reéord was kept in such a higgledy piggledy manner, that it 
is hard to tell who was the official Recorder, for Peter Myers and 


James Campbell bear the honors. The first conveyance of land was 


aclaim by R. A. Kinzie to Perry L. Crossman, who came into full pos- 
session. The claim is described as lying between the Raccoon and 
Des Moines rivers, and known as the Kinzie claim. This deed was 
acknowledged before Addison Michael, iisq., who had moved from 
the Saylor neighborhood into town. This transaction is dated 24th 
day of April, 1846. Several chattel mortgages are recorded—one 
given by G. W. Gaston of the County of Boone, to John Haiden; 
which we copy verbatim. at 

One cow and sucking calf marked with a slit in the right year fear] 
—two horses; one sorrel horse, seven years old, with » blase in the 
Jase, marked.on the rite fore pastern joint by acut froma wagon 
running over it; one bay horse, blind with both Eyes—ag® not nown. 
and a clame of two hundred acres on the Des Moines river in Boon 


and Dallas County, split by the seposed county line boundary. ‘This 
document is recorded by Peter Myers as Deputy for John Ayers.” 


Lewis Whitten was clerk of the new Board of Commissioners. 


‘The money from lots sold in Fort Des Moines, not only paid for all 


city privileges, but was also used to pay the county officers, for we 
find among the lot-fund records, sixty dollars were paid Giles 
M. Pinco for locating the County seat, and sixty more silver dollars 
to Mr. M.L. Williams for like services, they both counting a good mile- 
age from their homes in the eastern part of the State. 

Hon. Thomas Mitchell moved from his cabin in the upper end of 
Apple Grove, to the old Sternberg place, as it was afterward called; 
and now in the following spring, 1847, as the mail passed his door, he 
obtained a Post-office at the new hotel cabin, and was appointed 
Post-master. 

Cantreil’s mill, three miles north of John Saylor’s cabin, did a good 
dal of coarse grinding this season. Some times the flour would not 
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be fit for fine cakes. Mrs. Beebe had asmall dry goods box fitted up 
with an old vcil to bolt the flour for use—shaking the box from one 
side to another until the desired end was reached. Waukousee was 
an Indian town whose original site is the north eastern part of Polk 
City. There were a good many wyhywups left by the Sacs, that were 
used by the settlers. Alexander Swim fixed up his cabin with the 
Indian househoid remnants, moved his family into the domicil in 1847, 

and placed his name among the earliest settlers of Madison SOU EnIy: 

William Herbert was a neighbor pioneer. 

Mr. Swim killed a bull snake on his farm eleven feet in length; 
while he and M. Herbert had many a hard tussle with the wolves. 
Calvin M. Burt opened up a farm three miles north of the site of Polk 
City. The next year he married M’ss Thornton, and the young 
couple without seeing much of “the wine of life,” certainly enjoyed 
the corn bread side of it. But shadows fell on the little cabin, for we 
find recorded the death of the young wife a few months later—the 
‘first death in Madison township. 


The Fourth of July, 1848, was celebrated with great enthusiasm in 
the grove not far from Esq. Beebe’s cabin. Esq. Franklin Nagle read 
the Declaration of Independence. J. McFarland, Marshal; William 
McHenry of Des Moines, was the orator of the day. There was a 
splendid dinner spread of all that could be got, to make up the good- 
ies. One gentleman was so patriotic that he walked three miles and 
dug young potatoes to place on the bill of fare. One old settler was 
rather stingy, and did not make a contribution to the dinner. Upon 
setting the table there was no salt, when he was again solicited to 
give the necessary condiment. “No! No! salt is too searce at our 
house!” and he shook off his begging neighbors with disgust, although 
he suffered himself to be urged into eating a hearty dinner. Myr. 
Deford, one of the first Justices of Madison township, was present. 
Mrs. Beebe worked a week to get things ready; so did Mrs. Stutsman. 
Tom Holliday, who married Nancy Jane Marts, was on hand. Mr. 
Buzzard and Davis, neighbors on the Des Moines river, that lived 
four miles west from the Polk City site, were also among the guests 
on that occasion; beside, there was Jim Thornton, Joseph Hall, and 
others too numcrous to mention here. 

Sleighing parties, when oxen were the motive power, were com- 
mon in an carly day. Spelling schools enlivened the Saylor neigh- 


Bow ‘erie Ey * 


og? - . a 

exew dat , paren wenn 
A wy e oh 

ont atiw aidan ald an - ax amu a | 

TEAL at fiotar ob ols prs tt mah a aber ff it 8) % 1 blows 
qisistrwod gosib tos tiensaiitae ort 115 ouran eld boo 
; - wi . ihr deel 
asonolg toddgian® fe us 
; gost covele tetnt aid ao adage Kod |e belli oh a a 
+ dstw. ofeend bas a yooor bat srediell VM ben ed oltdw 
edit jo divomeclten eon: ‘cut o qebenogo st UiatelaD Sil 
‘. bated LY ' (obeeaere 4 ie TOV +200 eT wD i 
f ovapatt gaa na svoisiw: elquoo 
Dl d 1700 orld 


3 to dtaeb ed? bobtopet hal | 
enwos moeibalt of disebdaat a 
of oT 
» ' . 0 ror off 


" ‘oa 
, wa 
‘ 
f - i d 
' 
iJ 
] 


44 EARLY SKETCHES 


borhood, and the old log school house at that place was crowded 
with intensely interested listeners. This school house was raised in 
1847, with much liberality on the part of the settlets; Esq. Franklin 
Nagle, who lived about a mile and a half north, was ready to do his 
“level best.” When he made his claim the Squire carried a scythe 
on his back, and mowed a path to his new possessions. This was in 
June, 1847. He not only blazed a path, but made his own bridges. 
Esq. Nagle is one of the prominent citizens in this part of the county, 
and was clected the first Justice of the Peace in Saylor township. 


Benjamin Saylor, who married Miss Elizabeth Norris in an early 
day, helped raise the school house, and identified with many of the 
public enterprises of Saylorville—was also prominent in claim meet- 
ings and the pioneer church of this neighborhood. 

A prayer meeting was held regularly for several years at John 
Saylor’s house. It was under the direction of the Methodists and a 
class formed in 1848, under the leadership of Elijah Crawford. 
Near Saylorville the first murder was committed in Polk county. 
Mr. Smith having an old grudge with a man named Howard, asault- 
ed the latter as he was riding along ona load of wood. Howard 

turned upon Smith and shot him, so that he died inan hour. Howard 
escaped as there were no witnesses—Smith telling the whole story 
with his dying breath. This happened in the fall of 1849. Mr. 
Howard probably acted in self defence somewhat for his hiding 
place was not evaded by officials. 


s 


Across the Des Moines in what was known as the McLean settle- 
ment, lived Pleasant Fouts, who was not a pieasant husband. Mrs. 
Fouts refused to sign a certain deed, which Pleasant resented as a 
disagreeable phase of women’s rights; and upon taking a hunting 
knife out of his coat pocket, he cut her obstinate throzt from ear to 
ear. In defending the lady, her mother was fearfully wounded by 
the brutal wretch. He was tried for murder in the first degree, but 
obtaining change of venue to the Jasper county Courts, he was by 
some law jugglery, sent to the penitentiary ‘for life, jasteud of 
hanging. 

Addison Michael lived in the Saylor neighborhood before moving 
to Fort Des Moines, and in his cabin smiled the first baby of Saylor 
township. This birth of Michael’s boy was in April, 1646. John 
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Bradley lived in a cabin made of corn stalks with a pole roof, and 
‘quilts were hung about the beds to protect the sleepers from the 


driving storms. A partition of quilts divided the main apartment’ 
into a dormitory and kitchen. The bedroom was heated with a 
kettle of coals, and in this miserable place Mrs. Bradley had a long 
illness. What would our dawdling baby-faccd ladies say to a life 
like this? A whole boat load of these feminines would not make an 
Iowa heroine of the pioneer days. 


There was a Fourth of July celebration held in the Saylor neigh- 
borhood in 1847, and many of the people in the county participated 
in the festivities. An excellent dinner was served to those present 


is all there is to record of the matter. The first wedding in Saylor 
township was celebrated at John Saylor’s house, in an old-fashioned 


party in the fall of 1847. Tilman Bondurant married a sweet young 


girl, Sis Kooney, aged fifteen, and after a litile season of Polk 


county life, when the emigration went westward to California, the 
bridegroom followed its gold seeker sand died there. Mrs. Alfred 
Lyon assisted Mrs. Saylor in entertaining the guests—the hostess 


being a godmother to all the new comers. She made weddings and 


comforted the discouraged, thus fulfilling the- divine mission of 
woman to everybody within reach. Addison Cave was at the wed- 
ding dressed in a homespun suit; Mrs. Sa, was on hand as well 


‘as Mrs. Young. 


Reeson and Robert Howard were not settlers till 1849, and they 
worried along with hard times and hard work. When they got dis- 
couraged a visit to Beebe’s cabin was in order, and the Esquire 


Camlin comfort them by telling the older pioneer story of three years 


before. 


Potatoes, meat and corn could be bought for money in 1849, but 
in the beginning of the settlement, of course, provisions had to be 
bought from the Mississippi. Often the river towns had bare mar- 
kets after the emigrants wagons were supplied; for we must remem- 
ber that sixteen counties of the State filled up as rapidly as Polk 
in 1845-6. 


The Des Moines river was very high in 1847, and the malaria from 


_ this cause was as injurious to health in Saylor township as in many 


other portions of the county. Drs. Brooks, Grinnell and Fagan in 
Fort Des Moines were busy; 60 was Dr. Saylor. Many of the settlers 
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were too poor to pay doctors and were thus obliged to study Thera- 
peutics themselves. Boneset, pennyroyal, and other herbs took the 
place of pills and powders. Perhaps the mortality was no greateron 
the whole than if their cabins had been full of doctors. Death was 
unwelcome, either by malarial fever or accident. A sorrowful cir- 
cumstance is mentioned by the settlers which may prove interesting. 


Eastward from Leftwich’s cabin in the Camp Creek timber, 
George Barlow and his cousin, started up a deer that kept dodging 
around in the brushwood. Finally the cousin made a shot, but in- 
stead of killing the deer the contents of the gun entered the lungs 
of Barlow who fell a few yards from him. Knowing that he could 
not live but a few minutes, Barlow whisperel a faint “Good Bye,” 
and laying his brown, toil stained hands across his bloody chest, he 
added, “Give my love to the children and let me die,”—a few gasps 
more, and the agonized hunter was indeed alone. The cousin then 
started to carry the dreadful news to Barlow’s wife and his six little 
children. But the November snow was deep, and bewildered from 
the terrible occurrence it took many long hours to deliver the poor 
victim’s message, then return and take charge of the body. Mr- 
Barlow was buried Nov. 18th, 1847, at Apple Grove, in a rude grave- 

yard. 


At the June meeting of the Board of Commissioners for Polk 
county—James Mount, Andrew Groseclose and James Black, being 
present, the following order is placed upon the records. “J.D. Par- 
malee’s mill on Middle river shall be stricken from the assessment 
roll of 1847.” Manifestly the pioneers thought best to encourage 
manufactures. 


_ J. B. Scott paid a renewal license of five dollars in to the county 
treasury for his two ferries over the Des Moines and Coon rivers. 


He was allowed ferriage at the following rates, to-wit: footman, 
five cents; man and horse, twelve and a half cents; one span of 
horses or oxen, thirty-seven and a half cents; loose caitle, five cents; 
hogs and sheep, three cents per head. 


This was considered a liberal allowance for his franchise. On 
this page of documentary evidence connected with pioneer times, is 
the impression of a half dollar instead of a seal, or the usual quarter 
of a dollar impress. 
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J. P. Hendriz and Nelson Ball lived not far from Fort Des Moines 
in the summer of 1847. J.T. Wright settled on Keokuk prairic the 
same year. Their coming was marked with the same weary travel 
over the bad roads that characterized the advent of other pioneers- 
Plank roads were considered quite a luxury in the East, and a few of 
the Yankee settlers hoped to see them coming into use, sometime in 
the future of Polk county. 

A bill had passed the State Legislature giving permission to a 
company to organize for the purpose of building a railroad from 
Dubuque to Lyons, back into Cedar county, over to Iowa City, down 
to Muscatine, back again to Fairfield and onward to Buriington, 
Keokuk and Fort Madison. The line extended over two hundred 
miles in length and was rightly named the Ramshorn Railroad. 
There was nothing done with this enterprise but a pertial survey, 
yet it served to keep up agitation on the transportation question. 
To. the people of Fort Des Moines it had not so much interest, as the 
project of bringing up steamboats over the dams of the Slack Water 
Navigation Company was more popular. Several boats came up 
through the high water of 1847, and were loaded with coonskins, 
corn and dried venison for the return trip to St. Louis. This city 
was the metropolis where Iowa obtained her market reports, and the 
ladies the latest fashions. | ; 


Chicago, then a small town on Lake Michigan, had only about 
eight thousand inhabitants. There were no railroads to the Garden 
City. Emigrants coming westward from New York, loaded their 
plunder upon the old fashioned schooners at Buffalo, crossed “ Erie’s 
stormy waters,’ and then came around the straits of Mackinac, 
across Lake Michigan to Chicago. From there in teams to the Far 
West with no shrill scream of the locomotive to disturb the solitude 
of the new settlements. There was but little more communication 
with Chicago than Liverpool at Fort Des Moines. 

There was a survey of a Territorial road or highway commenced 
in June, 1846. This line begun at Clarksville in Kishkekosh county 
(now called Monroe), and crossed the Cedars of that pare of lowa: 
led into Marion county, was to pass the county seat wherever that 
might be, and then followed the old trail past Red Nock to the Rac- 
coon forks of the Des Moines river to Fort Des Moines, where we 
have led our readers many times before. This road was surveyed 
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by the order of the Road Commissioners—N. B. Preston, Horace H. 
Lyman and William F. Ayres, but the work was not completed until 
June 19th, 1847, and was the first surveyed highway into Polk 
county. This road measured 40 miles and 60 chains from Clarks- 
ville to the east line of Polk county; Walter Clements, Surveyor. 


Clarksville is now a corn field, and Albia the county seat of 
Monroe county instead of the ambitious town first mentioned, 
which waged a heavy war with Albia for sometime. Clarksville 
reached out for the trade of Central Iowa over this highway to the 
Raccoon Forks, 

The first settlement of Marshall county was made in J une, 1847, 
by Wm. Davidson and family near Le Grand, about five miles south- 
east from Marshalltown. Dallas county had a few settlers and was 
attached to Polk for judicial and elective purposes. On election 
days it was called Dallas precinct. 


Story county had scarcely a settler, and Boone ay not a half 
dozen families within her borders. 


Newton had five houses, all told, that lifted their slab roofs above 
the Court House square; and in its dingy surroundings proved a 
small rival to its ambitious neighbors on the Raccoon Fork. At least 
it had no charms for Hon. B. L. Tidrick, who came to Fort Des 
Moines from Gurnsey Co., Ohio., May 1st, 1847. We believe Mr. 
Tidrick was the pioneer school teacher, and he must have been a 
popular one, for his pupils came from all points of the county, board- 
ing in town, to avail themselves of his instructions. After one term 
in the school house, Mr. Tidrick commenced the practice of law 
with Maj. Wm. McKay, until the fall of 1848, when the firm was . 
changed to Cassady & Tidrick, the latter attending to the land sales 
of the firm; this continuing until the spring of 1853, when President 
Pierce appointed Mr. Tidrick Register of the Land Office, which at 
this time was a lucrative one. He resigned on account of ill health 
in about a year, and remained out of business until he became a mem- 
ber of the firm of Hoyt Sherman & Co.—lLand and Exchange business. 
Mr. Tidrick was a genial pleasant man, and is the owner of a hand- 
some fortune. 


The winter of 1847-8 was a severe one—cold, blustering and 
stormy, yet Mr. Jordan from Walnut, used to cross the rough hills 
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lying between his house and Fort Des Moines to help. build a rail 
fence around acorn field. This field is now known as the corner of 
High Street and Sycamore, and the whole site is covered with costly 
residences of to-day. The most aristocratic mansion in this part of 
Fort Des Moines in 1847, was a log house, clap-boarded over, and had 
a “lean-to,” and brick chimney. ‘This was owned by B. T. Hoxie, and 
the architect of the building was Mr. Jordan above mentioned. 

Through the latter part of the winter and spring of 1848, logs were 
sawed into substantial lumber to build a mill; John H. Dean, propri- 
etor. It was situated above the Walnut Strect bridge, on the east 
side of the Des Moines river and was expected to do a good business. 
The enterprise lingcred along for want of money; but finally in 1$49, 
some grinding was done; Hon. B. F. Allen bringing his money and 
energy to the business, and it becamca success, until the high water 
of 1851 carried off the dam. ‘ | 


In this mill Mr. Allen stayed for some time, when he next appears 
as a merchant, bringing a stock of goods to the village, worth seven- 
teen thousand dollars. In afew years Mr. Allen established a bank, 
and such was his known integrity and business qualifications, that 
his endorsement of paper through the troublous times of 1857, was 
enough to insure its circulation as money, all over the State. A pat- 
ron of art and literature, found in all enterprises in assisting the 
churches, schools and like institutions, it is not our purpose to add 
anything to Mr. Allen’s reputation. He was an orphan boy in Indi- 
ana, and made his first money selling peaches and other fruits—and 
with his well known energy and honest life, is an example worthy of 
imitation by the young men of the country. 

With this digression finished, we return to the story of 1848 in 
Fort Des Moines. 

The second road surveyed in Polk county, was “run out” on the 
7th day of March of this year. The line commenced at W. H. Meach- 
em’s house and followed the bank of the Des Moines river until it 
struck the Saylor bottom, and led over Dailey’s branch and across to 
Sweed’s point, near the edge of Boone. This road was 32 miles and 
45 chains in length. Esq. Beebe and C. Stutsman wrought three 
days in laying out this road. Silas C. Woods surveyor. 

Another road was laid out July, 19th, 1848, which led eastward 
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from the house of J. D. Parmalee, to the town of Dudley, thence to 
Martin’s Ferry, onward to Thomas Mitchell’s at Apple Grove, thence 
to the east line of Polk county in the direction of Newton. This linc 
was 11 miles, 69 63-100 chains. John MeLain surveyor. Elijeh Can- 
field of Camp Creek township, assisted him in his labors—Thomn:s 
Mitchell, Hiram Nidy, William Stumibs, David Stumbs, Edward Mur- 
tin, Robert Warren and Fredvick Stumbs, earried axes and laid the 
chain over the hills and hollows of the prairie. Pembroke Garrett, 
Isaac Thornton and John Mebain were road Commissioners this 
year. . 

In the summer of 1848, John Saylor took the contract of building 
«& Court House for Polk county. The lot purchased of Thomas Me- 
Mullen for thirty-five dollars, proved itself to be an economical trade, 
and the job for putting up the building was quickly taken by Judge . 
Saylor. It was a frame structure, small ‘and cheap, and cost two 
thousand dollars. The Christian Church of Des Moines, stands to- 
cay on the site of the old Court House. A jail built of logs, was first 
used to frighten the easy sort of criminals, but in 1849, another small 
frame building superceded the rail pen, that was erected by Snell 
and Guerrant. 

The prison at Fort Des Moines cost the large sum of seven hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. Previous to this, criminals were sent to Oska- 
loosa to jail, from all points of Central Iowa, as it was considered the 
only safe one for the worst sort of sinners. 

Along in August, 1848, Trulliger’s Grove, Beaver township, Camp 
Creck, even as far as Martin’s Terry, there was a great furore over 
a supposed murder case. A man named Knisely, living near Indian 
creek, just over the Jasper county line, was missing from his cabin. 
Mr. Knisely being a German, and rather reticent, the neighbors did 
not worry for a time at his disappearance from their midst. 

Two brothers, Hamlin by name, lived not far off, who bore a bad 
reputation. They were questioned as to Knisely’s whereabouts and 
gave what was considered evasive answers; adding surlily, “folks 
better mind their own business.” The gossips wrought over the case 
in the neighborhood until everybody came to the conclusion Knisely 
was acorpse, and murdered by the Hamlins for his valuables. 
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Skunk river was dragged with oar and line, but no Knisely. The 
excitement deepened from day to day, people scowled at the Ham- 
lins, till finally a mob gathered in a black cloud and proposed hang- 
ing these murderers, till they should confess. The Hamlins were 
hung by the thumbs, and then by the neck, till under the influence 
of their terrible sufferings, the poor victims confessed the deed, but 
could not tell where they hid the corpse, and begged loudly for 
merey. There were a few who were willing that the law should take 
its course; and as the jail at Des Moines was considered rather of a 
rickety concern, the murderers were sent to Oskaloosa. Lieut. Geo. 
Eastman now living in Eldora, was their counsel at the trial in Os- 
kaloosa, assisted by Judge Seevers, who was then a young limb at 
the law. Before the time came round for the prisoners to be hung, 
the corpse resurected itself, and Kuiscly came back from Missouri, 


where he had been on business. 
% 


A citizen of Delaware township was also arrested by the wild mob 
as an accomplice of the Hamlins, but finally showed an alibi, and was 
released. All concerned were ashamed and sorry that the trouble 
ever cane up to injure the reputation of Iowa. 
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CHAPTER VIL. 


Teeves and his Gang—Alex Bowers—Lafayette Celebration—Geolog- 
ical Exploration of the Des Moines Valley—Taylor Campaign. 


The M. E. Church was built in the year 1848, and was the first 
building erected for church purposes on the line of the Newton road 
west of Iowa City in the State. The membership having increased 
quite largely through the last few years from the time of settlement, 
and at quarterly meetings, Methodists came from a lone distance, 
and it was found necessary to have achureh. Rev. Mr. Rathborne 
was the preacher in charge. -And there was need of sacred influence 
in the undeveloped condition of things. In the southern part of the 
county was head quarters for a gang of horse thieves, whose depre- 
dations extended over several counties, defying law and bringing 
vexation on the settlers. A man named Reeves was suspected of 
being leader of the gang, and having a large family of sons, they 
were considered a dangerous element in society. The settlers in the 
vicinity of Linn Grove, on North River, where the rascals lived, 
roused themselves to a state of self reliance, and calling one day on 
the family, ordered them to leave the country. Reeves complied by 
making Fort Des Moines head quarters, without being known to 
many of the citizens of the place at that time. This did not please 
the North River men, wno declared that Reeves should leave the 
State. Reeves’ son got into a fight and dangerously wounded James 
Phipps. The would-be murderer was arrested,*tried, and sent to Os- 
kaloosa to jail. This brought out the real character of the Reeves 
family, but by some mistake, the word went back to North River, 
that Fort Des Moines would defend the Reevesif they were molested. 
And by another mistake, word eame to Fort Des Moines that the 
North River men were coming to clear out the village. 

Col. Thomas Baker mustered in the little dirty streets quite a 
band of patriotic citizens,who had enough local pride to have defen- 
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ded adozen places like the Fort. A fife and loud drum called 
together volunteers, and the report from North River was greatly 
exaggerated, until many thought that Fort Des Moines was to be in- 
vaded by the worst of robbers. The sensible portion of the village, 
however, believed it to be one of Baker’s farces to get himself into 
notoriety. People joked Baker and his little army, but he retorted 
by saying, “wait till the North River men come!” The Raccoon river 
was so low that it could be forded, and like a true general, their 
leader sent two scouts over to see what the Fort Des Moines army 
were doing. They returned with the information that Baker’s force 
had stacked arms and were eating their dinner; and they might have 
added, ‘‘the rest of the citizens don’t care if Reeves drops through an 
earthquake.” The North River belligerents then crossed the Coon 
in single file, mounted on horses, holding arifle in the right hand, 
and guiding their nags with the left. Such a cloud of dust and ex- 
citement as they raised when galloping through the main street in 
the south part of town. Before reaching Reeves’ house, the streets 
branched off—one leading to the right, the other to the left. By pre- 
concerted arrangement, the leader took one road, the second man 
the left road, and so on, until they surrounded the house. Reeves 
started to run, but was speedily secured, and the North-men harness- 
ing his teain, ordered him, his family and all his effeets to ke packed 
in, and then leave the State, nolens volens. They escorted the odi- 
ous family twenty miles on the road to Missouri, and then gently 
dispersed to their homes. 

Alexander Bowers, U.S. Marshal, lately deceased, came to Fort 
Des Moines in 1848, and followed teaming in an early day; taking 
long trips to Keokuk, Missouri and elsewhere. He was a man of un- 
impeachable integrity, and often carried large sums of money on his 
person, in transit; as there was no regular express line. He carried 
as high as twenty thousand dollars at a time, and sleeping in the - 
rude taverns on his way, one might think something would befall the 
traveling Bayard, yet he got through safely. 

Taking up the raveled threads of our simple story—fragments 
as it appears to our readers, we next notice the arrival of a Christian 
minister at Fort Des Moines, who like his Master, went about doing 
gzood—Rev. Thompson Bird. He was sent out by the New School 
Presbyterians, as a Home missiouary—laboring faithfully, and full 
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_ of apostolic devotion to his faith. He not only preached at Fort 
Des Moines, but he made nothing of walking fifteen or twenty miles 
to his appointments in different parts of the county. At one time he 
walked with blistered feet all the way from his home to Cedar Rap- 
ids, a distance of over one hundred and thirty miles, to attend the 
State Synod in session. | | 

Mr. Bird built up little churches all over the county; preaching 
in the cabins of the pioneers, eating their coarse fare, and listening 
to their tales of sadness and joy; he was indeed a man of rare vers- 
atility of feeling, and yet a most loving heart. He had no luxurious 
study, costly library, but in his self sacrifice, actually sold some of 
his best books and valuables, autographs which he had collected in 
the East, for the purpose of purchasing a bell for his new church 
that was built in 1854. His wife, a lady of culture, taught a select 
school in the village. The family all labored to build up the church 
and Sabbath School in their adopted home. Mr. Bird could not en- 
dure the great strain upon his constitution, and he died a few years 
since, much lamented. 


Lafayette was known as a little village through 1848, though it 
was not platted till the next year. 


Dr. A. G. Hull was the proprietor and physician. This village 
was laid out on the left bank of the Des Moines river going down, and 
for many years, until railroads built up other towns, there was con- 
siderable business done there. In 1850 there was the largest celebra- 
tion at Lafayette ever held in the county. ‘he crowd was immense 
—long tables were spread with the choicest dainties; over these, a 
leafy bower gave a spicy fragrance to the feast, where wit and patri- 
otism enlivened the toasts, speeches, etc. John M. Barnard, orator— 
Wim. Wallace, Marshal. 

Rev. Mr. Bird and several Methodist preachers gave spiritual in- 

struction to the people. There was a small hotel and a store. 

In the summer of 1848, A. Randal, Esq., was detailed by Dr. D. 
D. Owens of the United States geological survey, to take a trip of 
over two hundred miles up the Des Moines valley and make a report 
of the mineral resources. He was assisted in his work by M. Dagger 
of Keokuk. The whole party consisting of seven persons, started in 
June, with a wagon and horses. Following up the stream into Min- 
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nesota, they were met by the Sisseton Sioux, who broke their instru- 
ments, scattered the botanical and geological specimens of the soci- 
ety to the four winds; and probably would have massacred the ex- 
plorers, but there fortunately came along a band of Fox Indians who 
rescued them and escorted the terror stricken men to Prairie Du 
Chien. They gave a splendid report. of the mineral resources of the 
Des Moines valley—its coal, gypsum, brick clay, and limestone rock, 
This being published, caused a heavy emigration to Polk county in 
the fall and following winter. 

A new board of County Commissioners came into office, and offi- 
cial acts dated Aug. 14th, 1848, was the fruit of the August election. 
John McGlothen, Edward Martin and Andrew Grossclose, sign with 
their names, and seal with arouud O made with a pen, all the official 
records of the year. ‘ 

The Taylor campaign is remembered with great interest by the 
pioneers. The Court House at Fort Des Moines held enthusiastic 
audiences in favor of Cass for President, and the Whigs were equally 
eloquent for Taylor, “the hero of Mexico.” Col. McHenry and Hon. 
P. M. Cassady, were the Democratic orators, assisted by Woodward, 
a good speaker upon that side. 

-. There were two Congressional Districts in the State, divided by 
a line which crossed the north line of Polk, Jasper, Johnson, Powe- 
sheik counties, and so on to the great rivers—the northern part was 
the least populous, and called the second. ‘The Congressional nom- 
inees in the first District, of which Polk county formed a part, were 
Daniel F. Miller, of Keokuk, Whig; and Thompson, Democrat. The 
candidate for State Senator was Hon. P. M. Cassady of Fort Des 
Moines; but Marion and Jasper being united with Polk for election 
purposes, were to have the nominations for Representatives—and 
those staunch Democrats of the olden time, Hon. Manly Gifford of 
Tools Point, (now Monroe in Jasper county,) and Hon. Lysander 
W. Babbit of Marion, were brought forward to wear the party honors. 

Mr. Gilford is now a wealthy banker of Knoxville, Iowa, and Mr. 
Babbit afterward edited the Council Bluffs Bugle, and we believe 
lives in Council Bluffs at present. 

The Mormons at Kanesville, or Council Bluffs, held the balance 
of power between the two great parties, and every ~-Means was re- 
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¢ 


sorted toin hopes of winning their favor. It was indeed a blind 


campaign in some respects, for there was no telling what influence’ — 


might be brought to bear upon the fanatical Mormons, with over 
thirty counties to bring their power in rather of an unseen way over 
the wilderness of grass, even if nobody but pale faced hunters and 
Indians were represented. 


The Central Committees wrought hard, and different delegations 
were sent from prominent peints to eleetioneer among the Saints. 
A delegation of Democrats went from Monroe county with presents 
in their hands—may be a bottle of whiskey, some money, to “talk 
turkey” among the holy people of the New Jerusalem. This delege- 


tion consisted of John Webb, living in Princeton, now Albia, and 


Wareham G. Clark of Clarksville, Albia’s rival in Monroe county. 
John Webb, while he was electioneering among the Saints, got 


wounded in the thigh from a shotgun in a rencounter with a bully 
Frenchman and for many months was an invalid martyr to his party. 


_ After the Democrats had gone, word came of this move to Esq. See- 


vers of Oskaloosa, who sent a faithful messenger to Thomas Mitchell 
of Apple Grove, and other Whigs of Polk county, to add to the purse 
already in the messenger’s hand, and outbid the Democrats. Mr. 
Mitchell, as a good Whig should in those times, dropped fifty silver 
dollars into the messenger’s purse, and then giving a young fleet 


horse to Peter Myers, who was asked to take the Oskaloosa messen- 


ger’s place on account of his fatigue, he added these words in his 
parting salutation to Myers: “Don’t spare the horse, get more money 
in Des Moines, and ride day and night until you reach the Mormons.” 

Money enough was got among the Whigs to buy Orson Hyde'a 
printing press, which struck off the first copy of the Frontier Giauaz7- 
dian at Kanesville, some time in the winter following. Hyde was 
assisted in the editorial department by a young man named A. C. 
Ford, and the Guardian, although Whig, was primarily devoted to 
the principles of the Mormon faith. The Saints first and foremost, 
and then devotion to the Whig party. This Whig action of buying 
the Mormon vote was misty to the Democrats, but they still thought 
their purse was the longest, and Albia being then appointed asthe 
place for counting the votes, Judge Hall of Burlington was sent for 
by the Democratic magnates to count the returns for them. Pickett, 
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a Mormon elder, brought the poll books as far as Fort Des Moines, 
when some one of the Whigs thought to make the vote legal and 
fair, they should organize Pottawattomie county, and make Pickett 
the organizing Sheriff. William Wallace, the county Clerk, being a 
good Democrat, was determined to thwart them—ran away disguised 
with a torn hat and green goggles, rather than qualify Pickett as 
Sheriff, fearing there was something wrong to the Democrats as he 
was surrounded by Whig friends. Lewis Whitten, the Deputy, at 
first refused to act in the matter, but being pursuaded by Dr. Brooks, 
C. C. Van and others,with a threat of being ducked in the Des Moines 
_ Tiver, he finally gave Pickett the required oath. The Mormon then 
took his poll books down to Albia into the Court House, and laid 
them on the table in presence of the County Clerk—Dudley C. Bar- 
bour. Previous to Pickett’s arrival rumors had come in from Kanes- 
ville with the unwelcome tidings that the “confounded Mormons” 
had gone over to the Whigs, and the Cass men had nothing to do but 
bewail their lost whisky, money, shot guns, etc. But Barbour had 
pluck enough to go to Congyess or Africa, and “I’ll fix them d——d 
Whigs yet,” said he toa friend. Turning to Pickett, he told him to 
take a chair and set down a few minutes, as he was not prepared to 
take the poll books officially. There was quite acrowd that dropped 
in in the course of a few minutes; loud talking arrested Pickett’s at- 
tention; a little drinking and some smoking. Judge Hall walked 
composedly into the room, and also joined Pickett’s party by asking 
him to let him look at the poll books. The Mormon got out of his 
chair, turned to Barbour, who walked with him back to the table, 
when, to every body’s astonishment the poll books were missing! 

There was a long scarch around the tabie, an earnest search in every 
part of the room, but no poll books could be found. The Democratic 
party was in power, and it meant to stay there. Between Dr. Fliat, 
of Albia, a brother-in-law of Barbour the Clerk, and Israel Kester, 
who was made Democratic Secretary of the State of Iowa for his 
services, the poll books were slipped from the table into Judge Hall's 
saddle bags, where they were seen by responsible persons at Agency 
City, when the Judge made his return journey to Burlington. Ata 
meeting in Icdyville held in honor of the Democratic victory in the 
Stato, after being well warmed up by old Bourbon, some indiscreet 
Cass man cheered for “Dudley C. Barbour, who stole the Mormon 
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poll books;” and another for “Israel Kester, who took care of them!” 


The Mormon had done his duty, the Saints had their printing 
press, the votes were all counted up; but the Congressional District 
and the State of Iowa had gone Democratic by a respectable mujor- 
ity. Dr. Nosler of Eddyville, the Whig candidate for Representa- 
tive from Wappello county, was mad. Miller of Keokuk was very 
mad, Thompson the happy Congressman, received his certificate of 
election from the State officers, snapped his fingers in Miller's face, 
and triumphantly sailed down the Father of Waters on his Wwuy to 
Washington. 

Messrs. Babbit and Gifford from Jasper and Marion counties took 
their places in the State Legislature (House) and Hon.P. M. Cassady 
held audience in the Democratic caucus as elected Senator from: 
Polk. Everything was lovely but the placing of Taylor in the White 
House. 

The vote in Pottowatamie county in this election as given in the 
Tribune Almanac, was 527 for Taylor, and 42 for Cass. This showed 
the mobility of public sentiment under Mormon leadership. Orson 
Hyde and Babbitt were both summoned before Brigham Young for 
their missdoings in politics. They appeared in Salt Lake to answer. 

~ Hyde plead guilty, but Babbitt was obstinate. In ashort time he 
was anathematized by the Prophet, cast off from the ehureh, and 
like all backsliding sinners was punished. At last he lost his life 
in 1856, by the Indians, on his way to Salt Lake with a valuable train 
loaded with provisions and goods. 

Judge Miller, the uncrowned victor of this campaign, coneluded 
to contest Thompson’s seat in Congress. The Democrats being in 
a majority, through Southern influences and other causes, had the 
matter sent back to Iowa to be adjudicated before the Supreme 
Court. Judge Mason presiding—a good Democrat and an honest 
man. Miller being a well read lawyer, in his opening spcech inguired 
of Judge Mason, by what authority he tried the case. It was the duty 
of Congress to try its peers, and nobody else in his opinion had any- 
thing to do with it. Judge Mason felt obliged to answer him, but as 
he had no precedent, it confounded the Court, and talking quite ve- 
hemently in his own defense, he pulled a paper out of his coat pocket, 
and with it the identical long looked for poll books! “Confusion, 
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worse confounded,” whispered an indiscreet Democrat to the Judge. 
“Just what I want,” shouted Miller, “and I demand the votes 
from the Kanesville precinct eounted.” Judge Hall was put upon 
the stand, and he swore that the offending poll books had been put 
into his portmantcau by some person or persons unknown to him. 

The result of the trial in this Court, was the ousting of Thompson, 
and Miller took his place in Congress the next session. 

The State Legislature being largely Democratic, of course nothing 
could be done for the defeated Whigs there. Dr. Nosler of Eddyville, 
presented himself to the Iowa City Legislature and claimed fraud; 


but he was sent off home with a flea in his ear, disgusted with poli- 
tics. 


The Democratic papers denied the truth of the above statement 
in 1849, but several of the Democrats who were in the scrape do not 
deny it now. In fact it wasa good joke on the politicians all around, 
and both parties peach in the matter. 
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CHAPTER VITI. 


Claim troubles—Perkins & Fleming War—Journalisn established in 
Fort Des Moines—Scintillations of the Iowa Star—Railroad meet- 
- ings—Movre Items of the Settlement of Lafayette. 


The Polk county pioneers in 1848, only held their lands by the 
slight tenure of “ claimright”—precarious too, although they had oc- 
cupied them for several years. The whole country still belonged to 
government, and certain legal formalities had to be attended to be- 
fore the title was good. After improving their claims, buying cattle, 
sheep, swine, etc., building decent cabins, and in other ways en- 
haneing the value of their homes, the settlers had not much spare 
eash. The government terms were to sell to the highest bidder. 
Many of these lands along the Des Moines valley, were worth from 
two to twelve dollars, especially the choice timber tracts and where 
the woodlands joined improved farms. The common rate for lands 
brought into market was $1.25 per acre. 

The nearest Land Office was at Iowa City, and the open sales to 
bidders were advertisedin September, 1848, Previous to this, specu- 
lators from the East had industriously scoured the county over; 
noted the most valuable portions, not forgetting the coal lands— 
thus making ready to rob the poor settlers of their homesteads and 
farms, which stood in smiling plenty with their fields of yellow corn, 
and clustering wheat stacks. Many a hearth stone had its story of 
suffering and hardship to soften the speeulator’s heart, but the Shy- 
locks silently listened; looked the farm over, found the numbers in 
the survey, and then retired to some hotel with the intention of 
taking it at the land sale, by right of the longer purse. 

Iivery stranger was viewed with distrust, lest his errand among 
them was to dispossess the settler of his home. <A unity of fecling 
pervaded the whole county. It soon became evident that an or- 
ganization of some kind, military in its character, was needed to pro- 
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tect the settlers, and cause non-residents as well as the unpopular 
“land sharks,” to respect the rights of claim-holders in their prop- 
erty. There were some dishonest settlers who did not scruple to 
talk of “jumping claims” during a neighbor’s temporary absence, or 
in case of sickness at the time of the U. 8. Land sale. 


Finally, a meeting of the citizens of Polk county was called at 
Fort Des Moines, April Sth, 1848. W.H. Meachem was called to the 
chair, and L. D. Winchester elected Secretary of the Meéetng. JT, 
T. K. Brooks made an excellent speech upon the rights of claim 
holders, and-Jos. Myers ulso expatiated upon the rights of citizens 
in the soil. On motion of Secretary Winchester, the following 
gentlemen were appointed a committee to draft resolutions expres- 
sive of the sense of the meeting, to-wit: Messrs. Winchester, Mitch- 
ell, Scott, Sypher and Saylor. 


Tho Ist resolution was emphatic and read after this style: 


“That we will protect all persons, who do or may hold claims 
against the interference of any persons, who gshaljl attempt to de- 
prive such ¢laim holders of their claims and improvements by pre- 
emption or otherwise.” 

2nd. Resolved, That we will in all cases discountenanee the specu- 
lator or other persons, who shall thus attempt any innovations on 
the homes of the rightful settlers; that we wil! not hold rellowship 
with such persons, and they be regarded as a mwisance in the com- 
munity. ; | 

3rd. Resolved, That no person shall be allowed to pre-empt or 
purchase from Government any land which shall be held as a claim, 
unless he obtain the consent of the owner or claimant. 

Ath. Iesolved, That the filing of an intention to pre-empt any 
claim, contrary to the rights of the settler, shall be regarded as an 
attempt, wronglully to deprive the citizen of his home and ¢laim. 

oth. Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed; it shall be 
their duty to inquire into, and adjust all difficulties and contentions 
in claim disputes. 

Gth. Resolved, That it be the duty of said committee to notify any 
person, who shall pre-empt (or attempt to do so, by filing his inten- 
tion) to leave the vicinity and county, and that they have authority 
to enforee a compliance with said notice. 

ith. Resolved, That we will sustain and uphold said committee in 
their decisions, and in the discharge of all their duties as detined in 
the foregoing resolutions. 

Sth. Resolved, That all persons be invited to sign the foregoing 
resolutions, and that the signers pledge themselves to be governed 
by the same, and to aid in sustaining the same. 


The above resolutions were unanimously adopted, and the fol-_ 
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lowing gentlemen appointed a committec as ordered by the mcet- 
ing: Messrs. J. B. Scott, Thomas Mitchell of Apple Grove, John Say- 
lor of Saylorville, Dr. P. A. Fagan, Thomas Henderson. 
Tae following signatures were obtained: William Lower, John 
Harvis, Petor Newcomer, He hry Huntington, Dayton Harris, W. H. 
Mecachem, J. B. Scoti, P. B. Fagan, Thomas Mitchell, Y. Henderson, 
f. Crabtree,’ W. HH, Scott, W. Wear, John Myers, TanieCall, .J. 
Thompson, William Bradford, N. Ball, J. Bundruin, Joseph Deford, 
J. M. Kirkbride, John Saylor, John Hayes, J. H. Finch, N. Reeves, 
William Cooper, John McMahon, William Hiughes, A. S. Dean, P. 
Wear, E. Keeler, Jas. Anderson, Jerry Church, fi Lverly, C. B. 
Myers, D. L. Jewett, David Norris, Wm. Busick, Jr., Charles Kurey, 
A Harban! yf Lp: McGlothin, John Bennett, D. S. Cockerham, 
Benj. Bennett, Jas. T. Thompson, George IXnoop, Asa Fleming, Thos. 
. Gilpin, John Miller, David §. Bowman, Charles Murrow, Robert 
Hopkins, Joseph kXceney, James Phillips, L. D. Minchester, Benj. 
Saylor, H. D. Hendricks, ‘I’. Campbell, G. Maginnis, J. C. Jones, J. 
Frederick, I. W. Sypher, Samuel Kellogg, William Garrett, W. F. 
Ayres, John S. Dean, Jacob Baycus, Solomon Bales, George Dailey, 


L. Garrett, A. N. Hayes, G. W. Lucy, T. K. Brooks, Jos. Myers, J. . 


Lrible J «G. Tuttle, B. Perkins, Jacob Winters, D. Haworth, S. W. 
McCall, Montgomery McCall, A. W, Hobson, B. F. Frederick, Wim. 
Busick, Sr, E. Compton, John Wildy, J. Harris, H. John Baird, W. 
B. Binte, George Krysher, C. Stutsman, D. S. Mearts, C. S. Evans, 
Eli Keeler, Geo. Ogilvie, Wm. Kuren, David Miller, James Meo- 
Roberts, Franklin Mayle. | 

These names of prominent men gave force to the resolutions, and 
Cvery one understood that it meant fight, if necessary. 

A meeting was held in Camp Creek township sometime in tho 
summer of 1848, and a local Committee appointed there to see to the 
rights of claim holders—“a speculator was to be treated like a high- 
way robber.” 

Camillus Leftwitch, Elijah Canfield, L. M. Burk, Thomas Mitch- 


ell, Creth Renfrow, and Montgomery McCall, were appointed said 
committee. 


Ata latter meeting in Fort Des Moines, Just before the September 
land sales, Hon. R. L. Tidrick was appointed Claim Agent, who should 
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attend the land sales at Iowa City, and bid off the land at $1.25 per 
acre, When the claim holder wished to pay money. Those persons 
holding land warrants could not bring them for payment on lands 
until the land sale had been open for some time. Mr. Tidvick had a 
corps of men who were ready to go on cull, placed at his disposal, 
and were instructod “to use any meuns fair, or violent,” to defend the 
claiin bolders in their rights. 

These claim troubles came up in many of the settled coun- 
ties of Iowa at this time. Murders were committed in Wa- 


pelo and Monroe counties; mob law reigned in some places, 


and although the principic was right to defend the settlers, yet in 
the heat of passion many wrongs were committed. The Des Moincs 


‘Yriver ducked many a poor victiva. Dr. Ross killed Wright in Ottum- 


wa, and mobs occurred too often for the reputation of the State. 
» 

Ned Rock in Marion county, was infested with a class of men who 
wsre no better than Italian banditti. They drove out nearly all the 
respectable people in the village, who went to other places. 

In the spring of 1849 occurred what is called in the history of the 
county, the Flemming war. Asa Flemming holding his claim 2 
few miles south of Fort Des Moines, it proved tempting to a rascally 
neighbor B. Perkins, who filed an intention to pre-empt the coveted 


claim. Both were members of the Claim Club, and on this account 


public opinion grew warm against Mr. Perkins. 


He was a perfidious wretch, for if his own claim had been in dan- 
ger, every neighbor, including Flemming would have been bound to 
shoulder a gun in his defense. Flemming brought a crowd together 
and expatiating largely upon his griefs, the Claim members armed 
themselves with guns and all sorts of “ireepons,” and went for Per- 
kins. Tho guilty scoundrel seeing the crowd coming up to his cabin, 
mounted a horse and rode as fast as he could to Fort Des Moines, 
harrowly escaping several bullets shot after him. He reached Rac- 
coon ferry without a hat or coat, his horse reeking with sweat, and 
beseeching the ferryman to let him over the river in advance of his 
pursuers; he lost not a moment in hiding himself. In afew days he 
recovered from his fright, and growing valorous at the absence o? 
his foes, swore outa warrant to arrest Flemming for disturbance of 
the peace, and shooting with intent to kill. His best friends tried 
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to dissuade him from such a fool hardy act, as it would bring down 
the vengence of the Claim Club. 

Finally Flemming was arrested and brought before Benjamin 
Luce, Esq., Justice in Des Moines precinct, who had an office in one 
of the old dragoon buildings near the toll house of the bri dge at the 
present time. 

Flemming was brought into court by George Mitchell, Constable, 
but before any of the formalities were entered into by Mr. Luce, a 
mob of Flemming’s friends, armed to the teeth, broke into the office, 
carried Flemming out by main force, gave him a horse, and escorted 
him to his cabin with cvery demonstration of exult tation—cheering 
and waving of handkerchiefs in the face of the law. 

Flemming was again arrested in a few days, but Fort Des Moines 
&rew nervous over being controlled by a mob, and public sentiment 
was on the side of law and order. But Flemming’s neighbors, eighty 
strong, were determined he should not be tried for the shooting of 
Perkins, anf appearing at the Raccoon ferry, ordered Scott to take 
them over. Scott was aman of courage, and without a tremulous 
tone in his voice, as long as they were armed and threatened the 
town he would not take them over. A large crowd assembled to see 
the battle. James Philips the iiatod who was half drunk, styled 
himself Major of the United State army, had ordered the stores all 
shut up and proclaimed martial law 

Such was the excitement that no ordinary business could be 
done, and the merchants concluded they might as well see the fun 
or the battle, if the mob had real fightin them. The Flemmings 
crowd swore at Scott, threatened to go around and set fire to the 
town. But the ferryman with intrepid coolness told them to stack 
their guns and they should cross immediately. 


After some deliberations, and seeing that Scott had no intention 
of giving way, they finally stacked their guns, and sullenly entered 
the city unarmed. Flemming was examined in due form, the char- 
Ges of Perkins found true, and the prisoner gave bonds for his ap- 


pearance at the next term of the District Court. The Grand Jury, 


however, by that time failed to find a bill against Flemming; and 
Perkins finding himself so unpopular in the matter was obliged to 
give Flemming a bond, and this ended the battle. Lynch law was 


1) SE PR I (RRR ORLA Ute Pedi pc eai 


OF POLE COUNTY. 65 


dangerous and it had a bad sound at the East, so that in time mobs 
became very obnoxious to the better classes. Tie last one we shall 
notice, was in the case of Holland, a travelling kind of a bummer. 
Some malicious person spread abroad the statement, that he was a 
speculator and helped Perkins persecute Flemming. This was 
e1ough to start some of the ferocious ones belonging to the Claim 
Club, and they were determined to try the gents’ pluck with a rope. 

About thirty of the Club made their appearance where Holland 
was stopping, and with oaths erdered him to come forth and meet 
his doem. He mounted a box with a cali voice, and asked the mob 
the privilege of making a speech before his death. This was ac- 
corded with some impatience. Holland was a natural orator and 
with an impassioned voice he defended himself so handsomely, that 
in a few minutes the lowering faces before him relaxed, then 
wreathed into smiles, and he finally turned their sympathies trium- 
phantly in his favor. At the conclusion of his speech the crowd 
rushed forward and asked his pardon for treating him so roughly, 
and then assured Mr. Holland of their unfaltering and eternal friend- 
ship. After retiring to the nearest grocery, the orator stood treat 
and this battle was over. 

C. CG Van and a partner started a saw mill below Fort Des 
Moines, which did a good business through 1849. Esq. Beebe also 
had a good saw mill at work not far from the site of Polk City— 
sawing out lumber to satisfy the increased demands for building 
purposes, 


Reports from California came to Polk county with wonderful 
margins over truth, of the gold to be picked up in the hollows of the 
rocks in that far off Eldorado. One man in California “had pieked 
up a half barrel of solid gold in a few weeks; another had filled. his 
old hat in an afternoon.” 

Just as soon as the blue birds sang in the maples, covered wagons 
commenced rolling over the highways ef Polk county filled with 
men in quest of California nuggets. 


A two horse hack made its appearance from Keokuk, and one from 
Jowa City, told the wants of the traveling publie—many gold seekers 
crossing to Council Bluffs to overtake companics on the move. 


Mr. Cassady’s law practice being largely on the increase, Hoyt 
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Sherman, Esq., was installed Post-master of the Fort Des Moines 
Office. The mail was now a SS ieniiegegi from Keokuk and Iowa 
City. - HOR Tarte bead yay 

At the June term of the District, Court, R. 1. Tidrick, Esq. J.E, 
Jewett, and Barlow Granger appear as Attorneys at Law and Solicit- 
ors in Chancery. Major William McKay, was now on the bench of the 
Fifth Judicial District—Judge Carleton of Iowa City having presi- 
ded through 1848. 

The character of the suits at this term was mostly of a petty na- 
ture—nobody very bad. A divorce suit came up and the poor wife 
‘was turned off with a paltry hundred dollars of SEN to buy anew 
outfit to catch another husband. 

There is a great improvement in the penmanship of the record in 
the Clerk’s office through 1849, and altogether , they were better Bape 
than in the Recorder’s office. 

Benjamin Bryant was still Treasurer in 1849, filling out his second 
term. 

A case on the civil docket which came up se Heal a certain Tienes 
of the Peace, we copy to show the legal education of Polk county 
officers in early times. 


“Mortain Monahan vs Adeson Mitchel ina ple (plea) of ASweE onan 
Open a cownt of twelve dollars and fifty cents. Summons Jxshowed on 
the 21 day: of February 1849, and returned on the 1l‘day of March 1849, 
and the plaintiff appeared and the defendant did not appear, and the 
caus being fully heard and it appeared that the defendent had been 
duly Surved with process thare fore Judgment is Rendered for the 
plaintiff for twelve dollars and fifty cents, und costs taxt at 1624 this 
first of march a. b. 1849, J. 


Another case appears to have puzzled the Justice somewhat, but 
he got out of his difficulties by issuing the folowing pronunciamenta, 
which was plazed upon the docket. 


“State of iowa vs. Charles Myers—in this caus the defendent not 
put on his trial it appeared that there w puta not be any evidence 
egainst him A Rag Pa 


This was pleasart for Myers, and the “State of iowa” had no fur- 
ther trouble in the matter. 


There is a story told of Coroner Philips, rather too good to be lost. 
Two Indians from some heathenish quarter, visited Fort Des Moines, 


TOSSA tar otra rt erence tet a ei tenes mine esemeiei ans ieipen pas ht 


SEMI in cit aeartie 


. 
a 
: 


_ tot aa sid 
-Sioilo® Brus rath os aigernOtd A 
ot to ionad 93 1: yodh wit Na 


ee 


“fesaq naivad it a iwol Yo stots 


a “ : : oa re : fas 
sei ited a to tiheom eae sryos elit 3a etlua att fo + ton" ) Of 
The a au oie tive s ss107lb A Sead srre"r th don- 
: 3 : 4 ' im ; 
‘sonia ty ewieb hoband yilag & titi? Tho haecrod : ‘ 
pie dawn vediony dotus oF iid ° 


Cees i sromovongel iaorg « ef stedT 
ht 
- 7 - 
i li . ito] ) ol} 
f+. : — le 
; { ti it iid 
ee 2 r : U 
ted 
( 
es 
' ta 
OD ¢ i iw i 
! 
, q 7 
~ 909 
4 \ 
; DAL 
> 
ii 


OF POLK COUNTY.: 67 


getting drunk, quarreled, and one killed the other. The body of the 
murdered Jnjun was found, and Coroner Philips sent for, to attend 
to his official duty. The Coroner turned the body over, lifted. up his 
arms, looked him in the eye, and pronounced him dead. Some one 
suggested the idea that it was usual for a Coroner to summon a Jury 
to investigate the matter, causes of death, ete. Mr. Philips was as- 


tonished. “What in thunder do you want ajury for? He’s dead— 


¢ead asastone. J know he’s dead; you know he’s dead; and Miss 
Hays knows he’s dead. What in the name of common sense do you 
want a jury to seton himfor? That’s what Td like to know? They 
could not bring him to life?” 

“What shall we do with him?” asked a bystander. 


“Why bury hin of course, and then go home about your busi- 
ness”—his ire increasing as he went on. The Coroner retired from 
the crowd muttering, “bury him! and let that be the last on’t, for if 
ever I saw a dead man he isone. Why! he is stabbed in a dozen 
places, any of them enough to killan Injun.” With the dead Fox 
buried, the Coroner’s inquest was over. 


' The Legislature of 1848-9 appointed Commissioners to select a 


new site for the State Capitol, as Iowa City was not central. 


This Board of Commissioners was selected from the Society of 
Friends, in the hope that they would be exempt from political cor- 
ruption and speculation influences. They visited Fort Des Moines, 
and the generous town offered to give the State ten acres and a large 
number of lots as a building fund. But noone thought of offering a 
bribe of real estate to any of the honest Quakers, but the Broadbrims 
not seeing the water power, coal, and other advantages of Fort Des 
Moines, had an eye for beauty in wild grass; they counted the go- 
phers among the flowers of the broad prairic, about four miles north of 
Tools Point, or Monroe, in Jasper County, and selected a wilderness 
of grass for a new Capitol four miles from timber, six from the Des 
Moines river, and at least four miles away from asettlers cabin. But 
the prairie grass was crushed by the surveyor’s heel—the town site 
laid off into lots, and a considerable number of them sold to a few 
financial greenhorns. John Q. Deakin, of Vandalia, invested five 
hundred dollars in the town stakes, for not a log cabin ever lifted its 
head above the weeds of the prairie. 
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. On the presentation of the report of the Commissioners to the 
next Legislature, gross political corruption was charged on the inno- 
eent Broadbrims—the wisdom of the location was assailed—finally 
the whole project was abandoned; and this paces became like the. 
South Sea bubble, a matter of history. | 


Newton and Oskaloosa were very anxious in the matter. That 
the Quaker Board of Commissioners should pass by their enterpris- 
ing borders, was enough to astonish their prominent citizens. Judge 
Rickman, Taylor Pierce, Esq., of Newton, promised an improvement 
of the road leading across the much detested Skunk bottom, and 
raised some money to pay for a better road, so as to induce the wes- 
tern part of the State to make their village, the capital of Iowa. 
Skunk river bottom for a long period was the horror of travelers, 
who turned up their noses at the sluggish stream worse than the In- 
dians when they baptised the water Chicauqua—meaning “wild 
onions.” 

The loose, spongy soil was | permeatea with oozy, black, slush 
water, which made the track nearly impassable for nine months of 
the year. There. was more swearing done on Skunk bottom in an 
early day, than in any other locality of Iowa. Taylor Pierce estab- 
lished a ferry over the Chicauqua in 1847, but getting to this ferry 
from the eastern bluff, generally consumed a whole day. Newton 


had but little capital and was scarcely an even antagonist with Fort 


Des Moines. Oskaloosa on the southern point of the triangle was 
too far towards Missouri, yet she kept snarling through her news- 
paper like “a dog in the manger” at her rival at the mouth of Coon. 

The Democrats having the prestige of a great majority in Iowa, 
concluded to start a paper at Fort Des Moines. The enterprise be- 
came a success through much tribulation, for the press with its 
heavy material had to be tugged through the muddy sloughs, with- 
out bridges and over the rough roads for two hundred miles. The 
fowa Star first glittered in the dark sky of the little village, July 
26th, 1849, Barlow, Granger & Co., Editors and Publishers. Judge 
Bates of Iowa City had an interest in the journal; the party was in- 
terested in its success, and all of Poli county was proud of the enter- 
prise, for it gave that strip of country a great advantage over their 
less energetic neighbors. Newton did not have a paper until 1855. 
Oskaloosa started one about the same time, (1849.) 
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~The Democratic State Convention having met at Fairfield, June 
17th, adopted a platform that was food for the political * leader” on 
the second page of the Star. The Editor, Barlow Granger, was one 
of the Vice Presidents of the mecting, J. C. Hall was the President, 
A. C. Hobbs and E. Cutler, Seeretaries. Patterson one of the 
speakers was at one time President of the Slack Water Navigation 
Company, and George Gillauspy also an able speaker at this conyen- 
tion, it will be remembered was its Treasurer. 


Mr. Bissell offered the following resolution at this Convention. 
which was pabulum for the party stomach through the State, and 
yet after all, it proved unpalatable to some of the weaker brethren 
from away down South: 

Lesolved, That although, we can see no necessity for the passage 
of the Wilmot Proviso, we have no doubt of the rights of Congress to 
prohibit by law the ‘extension of slavery in the territories of the 
United States. 

This resolution showed that Northern Démocrats were really as 
anti-slavery as the Whigs. Another resolution was introduced, ask- 
ing Democratic papers to publish in their columns, the speech of 
Hon. Thomas Benton of Missouri, at Jefferson City. This famous 
speech of Benton’s created au intense agitation all over the nation, 
for in that, he denounced the nullitying schemes of Calhoun and the 
South—proclaimed the right of Congress to prohibit the introduc- 
tion of slavery in the territories. “ What! no right to take our nig- 
gers to New Mexico or California?” No! was his answer. 

. Granger in the Iowa Star supported Benton, and most of the Fort 
Des Moines Democrats said “ Amen!” Noticeable to a looker on is 
the fact, that a ratifying mecting to this State Convention was held 
in the Methodist Church, June 23rd, 1849. The Central Comrnittee 
for Polk county that served through the campaign, is named in the 
Towa Star as follows: John M. Perry, James Campbell, Lewis Whit- 
ten, P. M. Cassady and Jonathan Lyon, 

With this digression, we return to the first number of the Iowa 
Star, It was a seven coluunn paper with a plain heading, the poetry 
was copied from the N. Y. 7ribane, and there were but few locals. 
There is en advertisement for bidders to establish a new line of 
stages to run between Fort Des Moines, Dudley, through to Knox- 
Ville the county seat of Muirion, thence to Prineeton now Albia, 
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onward to Keosauqua and Alexandria. Chiles & Hall advertise a 
line of stages between the county seat of Polk and Kanesville or 
Council Bluffs. Their conveyance was a hack thet only run semi- 
occasionally to the great annoyance of travelers; one writer making 
bitter complaints of their neglect ina number of Hyde’s Frontier 
Guardian. | 

Winterset in June, 1849, became the capital of Madison county, 
and A. D. Jones, a prominent citizen of Fort Des Moines, became a 
lot owner and real estate agentin the new village. Items from Win- 
terset appear occasionally in successive numbers of the Star. Re-, 
ports came in from Four Mile, Saylor, Camp Creek, Madison, Dela- 
ware, Allen, Linn, Greenfield, Skunk River or Franklin and Fort Des 
Moines townships. This comprised the divisions of Polk county. 

Father Mathew, the great apostle of temperance, made a great 
speech in New York to the Catholics in that city. Kossuth was 
through fighting the Austrians but was crowned in the newspapers 
of 1849, as the Washington of Europe. Oregon Territory was organ- 
ized in May, and Joe Lane, her champion speller, was making loud 
speeches within her borders. There was a clothing store advertised 
in the first issue of the Star—A. B. Fuller warns his customers to 
pay up; much as modern blacksmith’s do to-day in country news- 
papers., . 

The Iowa Star then flickered entirely out for four weeks, leav- 
ing the people of the “future great city” in total darkness. The cause 
of this was no fault of publisher or editor; but the wagoner bringing 
in the stock of paper from Keokuk took sick with fever on the road, 
and the material did not come to time, so that the second number 
could not be issued until August 26th. 

Mr. Granger was a clear, forcible writer and did as well as any 
one could do under the circumstances to make it financially a sue- 
cess. But thero was not much money in 1849, and help was scarce. 

The Whig and Register of Keokuk, edited by James Howell of 
the Gate City at the present time, gives Mr. Granger a dig in the 
side, as naturally as editors do now-a-days. Mr. Howell says: “The 
Iowa Star at Fort Des Moines claims to be the largest paper in the 
State. The Editor may be pretty large, but his paper will not meas- 
ure inches with the Whig and Register.” 
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Mr. Granger rejoins, “Keep cool, Messrs. Whig and Register. If 
we do feel pretty large, we’ll not burst our trowsers over it.” 
Martin xX Tucker as he is called by the old settlers, advertises in 
a number of the Iowa Star in this wise: “ Stabling at Right Angles 
for quantity, an abundance of provender for horses and plenty to 
eat.” Martin X. Tucker. 
Frink and Walker started a tri-weekly line of stages from Foit 
Des Moines to Keokuk, and Iowa City in September. And Hyde 
complains again, “no mail for ten days from the Des Moines river,” 
laying the blame on the Fort Des Moines Postmaster. Mr. Granger 
growls at the roads over Four Mile bottom as being horrible. 
Passengers were obliged to walk and gentleman tourists to the 
Des Moines Valley were persuaded to lift the coaches up from 
the mire with poles, thus traveling by rail in an early day. | 
Fort Clarke on Lizard Fork needs 30,000 shingles in September, 
1839. This Fort was built for the protection of the settlers on the 
upper Des Moines river—the Sioux making several demonstrations 
of a warlike character. Major Williams of the U. S. army was placed 
in command of the stockade that in time was rebaptized Fort Dodge 
in honor of Iowa’s distinguished Congressman—Hon. A. C. Dodge 
of Burlington. 


Below the advertised wants of Fort Clarke is a square occupied 
by “Charles A. Robbins, watehmaker and jeweller.” 
“Dr. A. V. Cole, dentist and surgeon” comes next. 


October 26th, 1849, is recorded in the Star as a warm, autumn 
day —the mercury ranging at 78 degrees 2”. mM. Another item at the 
bottom of the first column on the seeond page of the same issue tells 
us, that a panther was killed in Poweshiek township, just over the 
line in Jasper county, by Samuel Sewall—seven feet and nine inches 
indength. ._ | | 

Summing up the cholera returns from different points through 
the country—the aggregate marking a sorrowful tale of death and 
disease. It was prevalent in the river towns on the Mississippi, but 
there were no fatal eases in Fort Des Moines. 

There was, a heavy cmigration of Mormons across the State 
through the summer to Salt Lake, and many of the pious Saints 
died of cholera on the route, and were apothcosized from their lum- 
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Afi wagons in the canons of the Rocky Mountains to the New Jeru- 
salem above. Across the Missouri river, a hundred miles from 
Council Bluffs on the Nebraska plains, a miracle was Nei e by the 
Mormon leaders in charge of an emigrant train. 


The Saints were out of meat. The devout prayed that Jehovah 
who fed the Israelites, should encamp round about them and feed 
them with the heritage of Jacob. In an hour or so a cloud came 
over the prairie, and bump, bump, against the white topped wagons, 
came a shower of tender quails, which so maimed themselves in the 
concussion that even women and children caught the accommodat- 
ing birds; enough at least for supper. A blue eyed Mormon lady, 
the fourth wife of Randall, Esq. of Utah, told the writer, that “these 
birds came at that time from the express command of God.” 


In November, 1849, an immense railroad meeting was held at 
Towa City, in favor of petitioning Congress to give a grant of public 
lands to a railroad which would leave Davenport and cross the State 
to Kanesville, via Iowa City and Fort Des Moines. This road would 
find a pass through the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean, and 
be called the Great Pacific Railroad. The California and Salt Lake 
emigration gave an impetus to the railroad interests of the country, 
and the dams of the Slack Water Navi gation Company, having in- 
jured the navigation of the Des Moines river below Ottumwa, so 
that boats could not come from St. Louis, excepting in very high 
water, railroads were talked of in every cabin of Polk county. 


On the 10th of December, 1849, an enthusiastic railroad meeting 
was held at the Court House. Jacob Frederick, of Four Mile town- 
ship, President. Eight counties sent delegates to this convention. 
Orson Hyde, represented Council Bluffs; Judge Rickman, Jasper; 
Col. Baker made a speech in favor of petitioning Congress to give a 
grant of land; Hon. Barlow Granger, Col. J. W. Williamson, Hon. BR. 
. Tidrick, J. KE. Jewott and Wa Mitchell, all talked on the 
question. 

Dr. A. Y. Hull, in December, 1849, advertised in the Iowa Star the 
sale of lots In Lafayette, with this bait to capitalists : One-third 
down, one-third in six months, one-third in twelve months. This 
sale was to take place January 12, 1850.) A number of lots were sold 
for a small price cach, with a mutual understanding between the 
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proprietor and owner, that the latter should build a house in consid- 
eration of the cheap lots. A number of cheap buildings was thus 
erected in Lafayette—Dr. Hull’s store being the largest. In the win- 
ter, house-warmings were the fashion. . 

- Ata residence near Lafayette, there was a dance one evening. 
Pumpkin pie and stewed dried apples were among the delicacies ; 
the fiddle made merry music, and as there were so few chairs, the 
ladies were obliged to sit in the boys’ laps through a rest in the ev- 
ening’s programme. Children in the neighborhood wore dresses of 
blue linsey, made in pillow-case fashion—a string run around the 
top formed the neck of the dress, and straight sleeves sewed into the 
arin-hole without chord or ornament. 


John Hull, and Dr. Hull his son, were the men that kept Lafayctte 
moving to a great extent—thcy were from Ross Co., Ohio, and had 
enterprise. ‘The whole family of nineteen persons lived at one time 
in a cabin fifteen feet square—several Iowa “rear-ups” holding up 
the bedding against the wall; a few dishes, and- trunks for seats, 
made up the furniture of the house. 

Sallie Pope and Lidie Hull were out on horseback to enjoy the 
Summer air in June, 1850. “ A boat is coming !” shouted some one, 
and her whistle sounded vigorously through the bottom. Safayette 
was stirred to its very depths, and the whole village turned out ev 
masse to see the boat round to, and let a passenger off at the bank. 
The whistle sounded again, and many of the children were so fright- 
ened that they ran off to hiding places—one boy under his mother’s 
bed. There was a singing school taught in Lafayette by a man 
named Hatch, who came from Hartford, over in Warren county. 
Spelling schools were common, and the young folks visited each 
other evenings, beside the regulation sparking of Sunday night. 


The kisses of the Lafayette ladies were showered upon a wee little 


girl named Maggie Hull Hammer, daughter of Jonathan Hammer, the 


first baby in the village. Peter Ridgeways married a Miss Hamlin— 
the first wedding in Lafayette. A child of theirs, after a brief exis- 
tence, furnished the epitaph of the first death. 


Between Adelphi and Lafayette buzzed a hornet’s nest of horse- 


‘thieves—among them the notorious character, Cumback. “Old man” 


Parkeson was suspected of being ono of the gang, anda mob elosed 
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in on his house, Jan. 16, 1850. He had barely time to escape to the 
brushwood, where he remained until after dark ; then, believing he 
could find a friend in L. V. Burk, he spent the rest of the night in 
peace and safety. After lying about a few days in different places of 
concealment, it was found that he was innocent. 


The inconsiderate mob whipped an unoffending news-carrier from 
a suspicion that he was one of Cumback’s gang. 


Mobs from over the’line in Warren county would go through the 
streets of Lafayette, whooping and hallooing, half drunk ; and when 
their coon-skin caps and red comforters were seen, it was a signal 
for the women and children to hide. There were several law-suits 
in consequence of these mobs, which gave opportunity for pettifog- 
gers to make areputation. Not many of the early lawyers had a 
library, but they carried their law books behind them in leather sad- 
dle-bags, that also held a lunch for them to eat on their long jour- 
neys ; aclean shirt was tucked away in a corner, with a lead pencil 
and a silk handkerchief. Add to these articles a plug of tobacco and 
a bottle of whiskey, and one has the outfit of a lawyer in the olden 
time. Ts 

Col. W. W. Williamson, a prominent Whig lawyer, came to Fort 
Des Moines in 1849, and with his fine oratory moulded public senti- 
ment in favor of the minority party. He was anti-slavery to a great 
extent. Men involuntarily said, even in conversation, many grand 
and heroie things in favor of liberty and humanity. 

There was a float bridge in use at Scott’s ferry, before the ice 
closed the Des Moines river, at this time. The winter of 1849-50 
was not so cold as the previous one, when the snow measured three 
feet deep, and for weeks there was no mail. The mails were pretty 


regular through 1849, until the Spring thaw. Esq. Granger found it. 


rather uncomfortable, however, for he was obliged to heat his print- 
ing press with a pan of coals, so as to make the ink work well. The 
circulation of the Star increased through the Winter to 800 copies ; 
even, if he entertained his party friends in the old Coon river build- 
ing, about midway in Coon row. 

In East Demoine, which received its name by common consent, 
and was for years tenaciously spelled as above, by the old. settlers, 
there came a ‘family by the name of Crystal, in the Fall of 1849. 
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There was not a shingled roof on the East side of the river, and 
things looked dubious. Mrs. Crystal was a widow, who came from 
Indiana, with five children—some of them nearly grown; yet she 
managed to make a good living in her new domicil. This was built 
of poles and oak barks which had been used by the Indians, 

In the Spring of 1850, Stewart Goodrell moved from Washington 
county to East Demoine, and being well pleased with the place, af- 
terward married Miss Louise Scoit. i 

Mr. Ramsey, of East Demoine, advertised stoneware this Spring, 


in the Star. This pottery was situated about cighty rods from the . 
river bank, and was a rude affair—the molds were of the most com- » 


mon ¢lay. Richard Crystal’s wife died in the Spring of 1850. 

Real estate had increased through the year considerably from Jan. 
18th, 1849, on the West side of the river. We copy an old bill of sale 
which shows the value of property at that time: 


“Tn the matter of the joint purchase of the cast half of the north- 
west quarter of township 78, renge 24, on which is Jaid out FPagan’s 
addition to the town of Fort, Des Moines, in Polk county, Iowa, the 
purchase money of which was eight hundred and tweity-tive dollars 
(3825), the parties thereto being Robertson & Holland of the one 
part, and Pierce B. Fagan ofthe other part, have this day settled up 
all, matters, and find Robertson & Holland have paid four hundred 
and twelve dollars and fifty cents—the one-half of said purchase 
money ; and the said Pierce B. Fagan four hundred and twelve dol- 
lars and fifty cents, the other half, has also paid to Mrs, Wm. F. 
Ayres, from whom the same has been purchased. 

Ropertson & TIOLEAND. 

‘“* Font Drs Moines, Jan. 18, 1849. Pierce B. Fagan.” 


nota iden w not 


in »soalq oft ah Ww 


Ti ats te Pe tie ¢ tas wonote t 


; 
rash art scvsire 
wi yitgio te 


ponthrazius noni te: 0 ayant 


a botsitia saw te eidT! i 


a of} ata bore Bae fen dad 98 c) 
aut ry lier e' lade ge iy OT 


seat: 0 ne 


> hosp otont Dail © >jates. inet 
2 i? ° ’ wat 5 


; - ’ 
; piel sa ff 
1 1 oi ba | 
' e 
a’ si 
- 
- 
} - - free : 
. 
- 
, ; 
J 
‘ : 08 
gat 
: ) - 
- 
. 


AST 


oper Hel 


le doludw 
i? lL 7 
rssip seaw 
+ nobtibbs 
melo tin i 
! (OLAS) 
: Pad 


CILAPTER IX. 


Fort Des Moines Gazette—Cholera—Railroad Meetings—Items of In- 
terest—Laying out of the towns of Polk City, Dogtown, Corydon, 
ete.—Incidents. 


In November, 1849, L. P. Sherman, from the Cincinnati Gazette 
office, made preparations to start a Whig paper in the interests of 
his party. He was a brother of Hoyt Sherman, Esq., and a talented 
man, as well as a practical printer. The printing press was hauled 
from the river, and brought to a little frame building, not far from 
Sherman’s Block of to-day. 


The first number of the Fort Des Moines Gazette was issucd Jan. 
11th, 1850. Mr. Sherinan sunk a little fortune, all of his hard earn- 
ings for years, in this enterprise. Through 1850 some of the well to do 
men in Polk county left and went to California. This, and the Whig 
party not being able to give any county patronage, made it a dificult 
business to earry on, and the Gazette sank under it—Mr. Sherman g0- 
ing into the real estate business after this disaster. 

In the first number of the Gazette, Mr. Sherman advoeated the 
right of Congress to legislate slavery out of the territories, the build- 
ing of arailroad acroas Iowa, aided by land grants given by Congress, 
and other local improvements. 

Tnere was an original poem by “Epsilon’—a nom de plume as- 
sumed by 8.G. Winchester, a young brother of L. D. Winchester. 
Lhe poet now lives in Eldora, a retired druggist of wealth. It was 
pretty verse, evidently the outpouring of a heart that had been 
touched by love’s gentle hand. He wrote poetry for this paper 
through the whole summer. 

Mr. Granger gave up the Star, and returned to the practice of law ° 
Feb, 22d, 1850, on Washington’s birth day, Ifon. Curtis Bates and 
Mr. Johnson, of Iowa City, assuming the management. Mr. Bates 
being a lawyer, did not give it sole attention. Small pox was 
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brought to Fort Des Moines in May, at Tucker’s Hotel, where Mr. 
Johnson boarded, and being afraid of it, he went down to Iowa City 
to be vaccinated; tuking cold, he died there. This gave the entire 
control to Mr. Bates for over a year, until Aug., 1851, when Dr. A. G. 
Hull was co-Editor until Ma 1852, he closed out to make ready for 
the August election. 


In March, 1850, a Soldier’s Benevolent Society was formed, that 
often met at the houses of Rev. Mrs. Bird, Mrs. Sypher, Mrs. Hoxie, 
Mrs. Cassady, and Mrs. Grimmell were among the active members. 
They shopped at James Campbell’s store, and looked over Roberts’ 
jewelry. Sometimes the ladies went over to the old grave yard in 
Kast Des Moines and lifted the tall weeds tender ly from the lonely 
graves there. 


In the fall of 1851 Woodlawn cemetery was laid out, but it had 
not the shrubbery and beautiful marbles which embellish it to-day. 


The Gazette in its March issues of 1850, earnest!¥ wrought for the 
extension of the Great Pacific Rail Road across Iotva. The Dubuque 
and Keokuk R. R. notices filled up a half column. This road was to 
cross the eastern part of the State from north to south, meet at Iowa 
City the great Pacific, and thus form a branch at the Fort; and if that 
company got a land grant through Congress, why the Great Pacific 
would obtain one also to cross the State at the Bluffs. 


At one time, a rail road project was agitated of building the track 
from Dubuque to Fort Des Moines, and thence to Keokuk, and this 
in connection with the extension to the Bluffs, wotild form a line 
shaped like asheeps leg, and it was called the Sheep’s Leg Rail Road. 
Meeting after meeting was held in denunciation of the Slack Water 
Navigation Company, and in favor of railroads. The Des Moines Sta7 
declared that Thomas Ewing, Secretary of the Interior (Whig) had 
made a decision that the wording of the Slack Water Navigation 
grant, only meant to convey the “alternate sections” to the north of 
Coon, while the officers of the Company swore that it was intended 
to take in alternate sections above Coon to the State line, and if they 
were not sold the work must stop. The Whigs blamed the Demo- 
eratic officers of the Company—the Democrats old Tom Ewing, so 
that between the two fires the dams and works remained a nuisance. 


In the Fort Des Moines papers these ideas were discussed with 


ssc Li iA ie a i RN A A ml a 


a “ “ x hd es ae hate 
ro si chu. le pho tna eh LAM Qh. il aC a alec NCAA eal at 


4 Deas ol x i 
a a M _- 
~ =O het AY ‘ p' y 


] 


gilt bes cua enw ae i its otto a 8 peg 

olzoH wile s9dqys et: t bvcit i Pw we i 10 #8 
pus ; ron Sites wilt Sort O17: pant te ‘a 
ry ; ¢ savo baxtwol bite ,w1078 & "tk aig rad oat inten ou 
y tan ~ bio off at t0v0 In0W eolbal add gamitentoB s 
jr te ry aw tnd oft Dol bas earn 


wot Sonera ; 


: t 
tf ) y tT _ 
2 — 
nel goleieixzs 
F f A tudooA bas t 
: AAS te 
4 1 - 
t i 
yt t aa) 7 ¥ i? : 
- 
- i? } 
, : q no 4 ; 
f - 
{ 
‘ 
i 
: : t y } 
ont : 
ti ? ie 
: 
ant 
: 
: 


4S , EARLY SKETCHES 


warmth, and the Whig paper calls the editor of tho Democratic paper 


“Granny Bates,’ who rejoins with an answer to “pert young man”. 


and “a shallow pate”—these epithets and others being slung at each 
other as naturally as Des Moines papers do to day. 

A rail road meeting in March was held in the Congregational 
Church at Ottumwa, when Polk county sent down a large delega- 
tion—Hon. Thomas Mitchell, Jacob Fredrick, Hon. P. M. Cassady, 
John E. Jewett, Esq., were there. , 

The Board of County Commissioners, Thomas Black, John D. Me- 
Glothen and Andrew Groseclose, publish in the Stax a sort of finan- 


cial exhibit. Total indebtedness for Polk county in June, 1850,: 


$2796.45. Receipts, $1162.45. Uncollected taxes, $634, and other un- 
collected monies from sale of town lots. 

March 15, 1850, there had not been a Washington mail and news 
from the Hast in forty days time, so says the Fort Des Moines Jour- 
nal—the successor of the , Gazette, that went “where the woodbine 
twineth;” not for any fault of Mr. Sherman, but for the reasons men- 
tioned in another place. 

Peter Myers & Co., published the Der tine editorials were first 
written by Col. Williamson. Along in the summer, C. Ben Darwin 
assumed the editorial scissors, but his family was sick with the ague 
for a while, and the paper dwindled down after this. In an article 
Mr. Darwin speaks “ of chopping wood, washing dishes, taking care 
of his sick wife and children,” as he writes. 

in the Fort Des Moines Jowrnal of June, 1850, the Fort Des 
Moines and Council Bluffs railroad is spoken of with creat favor. 
This was to follow the old survey by Col. Leafborough in 1848—the 
first regular surveyed line through to the Missouri river. But all 
the talks, petitions, Iowa newspaper articles, had no effect on Con- 
gress, and the Iowa railroads were left in a suffering condition with 
a hungry stomach for land grants. The Chicago and Galena rail- 
road was pushing its way across the northern part of the State of Il- 
linois in 1850—and reached Galena in the fall of 1852. It was built 


on wooden rails held together with strap iron. The Rock Island and 


Chicago Railroad organized in 1850, rolled its engines into Rock Is- 
land in 1854, and reached Iowa City in the spring of 1856 under a 
hew name, the Mississippi and Missouri Railroad. 
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‘ he California emigration was immense through 1850, crossing 
the State on all its Southern and central highways. Three thousand 
Wagons passed Applo Grove post office en vowte for the Eldorado. 
The newspapers at Fort Des Moines have long letters from different 
parts of California in tneir columns; and different emigrant trains 
sent back a synopsis of their doings, stopping places, ete., which 
were published for the benefit of their eastern friends.. The Star 
publishes the itein that a manin Milwaukee advertised to sell a good 
house and lot for twenty-five cents, and a handy wife with six babies 
thrown into the bargain. 

Many left, and provisions on the main traveled road were high. 
Corn was two dollars and a half a bushel, flour and meat in propor- 
tion. Ninety wagons passed Hon. J. C. Jordan’s residence in a 
Single weck. 

The emigrant’s money finding its way into the farmer’s pocket, 
gave an impetus to building and other improvements. Bridges 
were built over some of the main streams with the exception of the 
Des Moines, and Dudley, Lafayette, added to their population as 
woll as the county seat. 

The Iowa Star in February 22d, 1850, inserted in its headings a 
big star, as big as the bottom of a tea-cup, when Mr. Bates became 
Editor. It was a seven column journal. The Star tells us that 
“Andrew J. Stevens, Secretary of School District No.5 of Fort Des 
Moines, authorizes from the Board of Commissioners dictation, a 
collection of a tax one and a half per cent on the valuation for school 
purposes.” Atthe August election Hon. Thomas. H. Benton beat 
Hon. James Harlan, State Superintendent of Pubiic Instruction by 


seventeen votes. Polk county giving Benton a handsome majority. 
ys S 


Judge Bates was interested in a tewn seven miles below Council 
Bluffs, called Trader’s Point. There was a ferry established across 


‘the Missouri—there were a couple of hundred inhabitants—store 


and hotel, and some of the professional classes gave dignity to tho 
little village. Ina year or two the Missouri River got on a high and 
away went Trader’s Point on a journey to the Gulf of Mexico. 
Saylorville was laid out Aug. 16, 1850, by John Saylor. James 
Ewing built the first frame dwelling house. Mr. Case came on horse- 
back from Four Mile township, and taught the first school in the 
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new village. The Methodist church, a good substantial building, was 
erected in 1858. Tidrick’s Mill, and Bales’ Mill, were points of inter+ 
est to the farmers in the vicinity; and instead of going down to the 
county seat for every pound of sugar, they bought their supplies at 
Saylorville. There were quiltings, weddings and ringing schools to 
make life sunny for the young folks. 


These items may sevin trivial to us now, but there was many a 
heart-beat in connection with these gatherings. There was the prep- 
aration of dresses, the hurrying of work to be on time, when the fes- 
tivities began—the only attractions of a social nature to the young 
people. There were no circulating libraries, theatres, operas or finc 
art exhibitions—only the gorgeous coloring of an Iowa sunset, the 
song of Summer birds, and the bloom of wild apples and flowers, 


John Whitmer, an Indiana Hoosier, yet a good farmer and citi+ 
zen, settled near Saylorville in 1853. He had a well-cultivated farm, 
splendid fruit, and many other comforts ina few years. John Saye 
lor furnished the lot of becf and shingles for Fort Dodge in 1849, 
which were advertised as “wants” in the Stan. 

Polk City was laid out Nov. 8th, 1850, by George Beebe, Esq., who 
also built another Mill, brought on a stock of goods, sold lots, und he 
had great aspirations of wealth and prosperity for the new town, in 
its rapid growth. Dr. Mather was the first practicing physician in 
Polk City, and divided the honors with Dr. Saylor and Grimmel of 
-Fort Des Moines. A Sabbath School was held in the log school 
house—prenching by Rev. Mr. Marts within its rough walls. 

The best corn ever raised in the county was this year’s pride, and 
the farmers in the vicinity patronized Beebe’s store and the village 
in many different ways. A new firm, Piper & Barnum, sold goods 
through a later period, to the settlers in that region. Valentine Mes- 
sersmith bought a claim four miles north of Polk City for one hun. 
dred dollars, and built a cabin of cottonwood poles, and lived in it 
with his family through Summer, without door, windows or floor. 
He and John Saylor supplied the soldiers at Fort Dodge with hay, 
meat, etc., and Messersmith spent his money in the little village 
stores near home. John De Moss and Rev. Mr. Bird preached at 
Geo. Becbe’s house nearly every Sabbath in the Fall of 1850. 


Rev. Mr. Marts also preached and had his turning lathe in good 
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eondition—a small chair factory, where hickory chairs were made 
with bark seats, this shop and something more in the way of furni- 
ture were his earthly possessions; and as he was a consistent Chris- 
tian in spite of his want of culture, his heavenly treasures were also 
fully developed in the eyes of his many friends and neighbors. 

Polk City had arival in Montaculo. John Hanser laid out this 
village, and built a store and post-oftlce, got himself appointed post- 
master, and upon paper, Montacule was to be wa modern Tyre. Han- 
ser did not have a regular.mail contract, but used to bring the mail 
up from the Fort Des Moines post-office in his pocket, once in two 
weeks. Aftera while it beecamea weekly mail, brought on horse- 


back by a mail carrier, vopHnEt with other letters at Polk City, on 


the route to Fort Dodge. . 


Another rival of Polk City was Corydon, that was laid out in 1553 
by J. H. Skidmore. 


It had a school house, a blacksmith shop, saw mill and two or 
three dwelling houses. Montacule had two houses. 


Across the Des Moines river in Jefferson township, a town was 
laid out by Mr. Dogget, which he named Andersonville, and his 
neighbors called Dogtown. It was situated on the plateau between 
the South Beaver river, and the Des Moines. There was a road 
across the prairie to Pleasant Lake (a bayou in the South Beaver 
river,) another track to Ayer’s Grove, while all around were forests 
and lovely prairies in view. But with the gentleman’s exaggerated 
ideas of its magnificent resources, Dogtown did not fill up with in- 

habitants; only a few stakes, a house and astraw shed, were the 
buildings in the famous Dogtown of Iowa. 

In Elkhart township, Walter Cory, at the central part of Lavish 
Grove, laid out another city in an early day, and called it Ottawa. 
This place had a hotel, a post-office, McClary’s mill, and a black- 
smith’s shop. It lay in the mail route to Peoria City, an ambitious 
town in 1856, which was situated in Washington township, a half mile 
from the Story county line. Peoria at one time claimed two hundred 
inhabitants. 


Another mushroom village, which will occupy a short space in 
history, was named Lovington, and called in eustomers to its hotel, 
that was situated in the center of the town, on a sand ridge at tho 
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- mouth of Beaver creck, where it ompties into the Des Moines. Prob- 
ably the proprietor had some idea of navigation up the Beaver front 
his locating a town in 30 unpromising a situation. But Polk City 
remained the metropolis of the northern part of the county. In 1858, 
N. B. Kuntz, a very enterprising merchant, brought on astock of 
goods, and for many years has been one of the leading men of the 
village. ' 

Philip Harter came the same year, buying the old Brainard pron- 
erty, and opened up an excellent hotel. Polk City is now a large 
village—the Narrow Guage, or Ames and Minnesota BR. RB. runs 
through its borders—it has several fine churches, aud a handsome 
High School building. Madison township sent her full quota to the 
army, and no draft brought dishonor on her loyal people. 

‘Camp meetings among the Methodists were held occasionally for 
many years, when the weather was favorable. In September, 1852, 
there was a camp mecting held at Saylorville, but there eame such a 
wretched frost and cold winds; so that the tents were folded and the 
congregation went home. 

Mt. Auburn was laid out on paper, and platted in 1856, by Edward 
Kaler. It had four or five houses, a small store, and many stakes; 
but some of its inhabitants growing tired of metropolitan life there, 
sold out the lots, moved the houses to farms, and bought supplies 
at Polk City. 

' In the sensitive times of the war, 4th of July, 1862, a lot of roughs 
wearing butternut badges disturbed the people of Polk City, who 
were enjoying the exercises on that occasion. But the boys whoa 
were attacked, returned the compliment in good earnest, and the 
bullies retired from the field, sans badges, sans coats and hats, ete. 


Among the loyal men of Madison township, was Baker, the 
father of Emerson Baker, the County Auditor of Polk County at the 
present time. 

Leaving Madison, we notice next Rising Sun, a noted locality in 
the county, which was laid out by Lewis Barlow in the spring of 1851, 
and under his direction, the first house was put up in the village— 
the building west of the old Howard House. A store added to the 
advantages of the place, owned by Mr. Barlow and Thomas McCall. 
Ross Garrett built the next store, and filled it up with a largo stock 
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of goods. There was a blacksmith shop and school house—the vil- 
lage homes were all built mostly on Main Street, that ran directly 
through the village to Fort Des Moines. | 


Mrs. Barton was the only physician, until 1853, when Dr. Burnett 
appeared with his old fashioned saddle bags, and announced to the 
people, that he could cure all the diseases that flesh was heir to. In 
many cases he was successful, but ague—thaét did plague the Doctor, 
for when attending on Mr. Birk’s family, he laid down with his six 
patients on a low bed, and shook with the rest. The tirst hotel was 
kept by Jacob Fisher, and the immigration being so very large in 
1851, the landlord had soon every pocket full of money. Rising 
Sun never had a saloon, but a traveling kind of doggery sometimes 
went through from old Roop’s distillery to the Fort; and when it stop- 
ped at the edge of town, old jugs came out from their hiding places; 
decanters and pitchers followed in their wake—demijohns filled up, 
a Paradise began among the topers without much ceremony. 


Thomas Humphrey taught the first school in an old cabin south of 
town. Living not far away from Rising Sun on the banks of Tour 
Mile creek, is Benjamin I’. I'rederick, son of Jacob Fredrick, a vener- 
- ated pioneer of 1843 in Polls county. Doth gentlemen have been 
largely identified with the interests of the same in many ways. 


William Dawson and John Hawkins bought their supplies at Ri- 
sing Sun in an early day—good staunch farmers. 

Patrick Kelly, who whipped his wife New years day to let her know 
he “was at home,” bought his tea and coffee of Barlow. He settled 
in Camp Creek township in 1848—John Garret and William Sweney 
in 1850. 

Rising Sun had a Methodist class or organization as early as the 
summer of 1851. Rev. Ezra Rathburn and Rev. Moses Shinn minis- 
tered on Sabbath days. 

Benjamin Pearson had an interest in the success of the Metho- 
dists, and is also remembered as living in a small cabin outside of 
town. His wife was homesick and sailed off to Indiana, leaving him 
disconsolate; but instead of wooing nother angel of his destiny, he 
built her a snug little cottage, and then invited her back on the score 
of being sick, surprising her with his marital gift. This line of con- 
duct is recommended to all husbands under like circumstances. 
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James Rooker from Inaiana, and Emery Barlow from the east, 
pioneered in 1853 near here but grew well off, and in a short time had 
- good farms. 

In the suburbs peaches were raised, apple orchards were set out, 
and small vineyards were seen, soon after the village was platted, 
and building commenced. 

~ A Mr. Smith lost a child—the first death in Rising Sun. Lewis 
Barlow, the proprietor of the town, was the next to leave for the 
“summer land’~—a death much regretted, as he died so soon after 
secing some of his ambitious schemes carried out with regard to his 
town. Dr. Jessup of Ottawa, or Corey’s Grove, preached the sermon 
as he stood in the cabin door—the corpse and the family remaining 
inside, and the neighbors outside; a large concourse following the 
mourners to the grave. 


In May, 1852, a drunken ficht occurred near Lafayette, that caused 
great excitement here. Collins and Atkins, two intoxicated neigh- 
bors were fighting in good earnest, when the former eetting a littie 
advantage, threw Atkins under him; and beating him so badly with 
his fist, Atkins died ina few hours. Collins was arrested, but in 
some way, got off and fled the country. 

The next month, “in the merry June,” there came along a couple 
of Spiritualists, imposters or fanatics, and cave out that all the world 
might come and sec them lift trees, at least a certain sycamore tree 
on the Des Moines river bottom, situated about a mile from Carlysle. 
Tables danced at their will, voices were heard in the night speaking 
to the mediums, and often promising if their congregation had “faith 
like a grain of mustard seed,” they (the mediums) could move moun- 
tains. A day was fixed for moving the giant sycamore, three feet 
through, which had stood in its leafy grandeur for centuries, and now 
laughed with the winds at this foolish scheme of the modern proph- 
ets. Hundreds assembled to see the sight, and when the mediums 
took hold of the mussive trunk, the multitude cried out, “heave ho!” 
and made other saucy remarks, The sycamore not falling down at 
their feet the mediums protested against the want of faith in their 
disciples; slunk away disgusted, and disappeared from that vicinity. 

Mr. Joshua Barton was an early settler of Nising Sun—his son 
Arthur was a local Methodist preacher, and received a Chaplaincy in 
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the 23rd Iowa Infantry. Mrs. Joshua Barton was not only the first 
physician of Rising Sun as we have mentioned, but she was one of 
the first to join the Methodist class. Wafted down from the mists of 
the olden time, is a little story which is “told on” an old maid that 
once lived in Rising Sun. Ladies, old and young were scarcer then 
than now. The old maid received the addresses of a young gent 
in the village, who did not mean to marry, but he, like all men, was 
deceitiul enough to woo the Ophelia of ae Sun in a short court- 
ship. 

The lover proposed, she seemed coy, and told the young man to 
wait two weeks for an answer, and come for it as any sweetheart 
should. At the appointed time the beau came agreeable to promise, 
and after talking of every bit of news, politics, religion and every- 
thing clse—twelve o’clock came end not a word said about the pro- 
posal of marriage. After another round of conversation with fre- 
quent pauses, an old rooster flew upon the fence and crowed lustily 
of the coming dawn. The old maid could not stand this long talking 
for nothing, when she broke into the conversation with “Look here 


Pete, ’ve concluded to do that ar way you said, and get married!” 
? 4 5 


Pete hammed and hawed, walked around the room, and finally he 
was obliged to craw-fish out of the scrape, by saying that he was in 
fun—and the finale of the love dream, was the marriage of the old 
maid to a widower with eleven children. ? 

The first Justice of the Peace in Rising Sun is recorded as George 
Currans, Esq., who died a few years ago, much lamented in the 
neighborhood. 

Mr. George Stewart married Miss Rogers, and Mr. Isaac Barton 
also wedded another young lady in the family a few weeks after. 
These were among the earliest weddings in the village. 

Living on corn bread and fat meat, was hardly calculated to make 

‘the young folks romantic, yet they had many a merry gathering in 
the village. When no fiddler was to be hired, they made a mouth 
orgen out of a piece of paper and a fine tooth comb; and danced till 
the wee sma’ hours. 

The first sorghum raised in Polk county was cultivated by Mr. 
John F. A. H. Roberts who received a package of the seed from 
General Dodge at Washington in tho spring of 1557. B. F. Freder- 
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ick, Esq., also raised a crop the same year from a package sent to 
him by the same gentleman. 


The cane was pressed between two wooden logs, then rolled over 
it; and the juice boiled down in iron kettles. Housekeepers pro- 
nounced against the black, pasty stuff, but many farmers were en- 
thusiastic, that by proper refining, it would entirely supercede Cuba 
sugar. ! | 

In the winter of 1856-7, Mr. Jeremiah Barlow died. The ground 
was frozen so hard that it was almost impossible to dig a grave. A 
fire of elm logs was finally built to soften the surface, so that a spade 
could make some impression on the earth. We eopy from a weather 
record kept in the village, and as it tallies with reports kept in other 
parts of Central Iowa, we presume Mr. Robert’s diary to be correct: 


January 14th, 1857, mercury 35 degrees below zero. 


" Tithy.< $ a6 
Feb’y 10th, 66 66 30 6s 6c Py as 
April estir ? 4 & ss 6 


One can hardly imagine the effects of such weather upon already 
discouraged emigrants, who came in such immense numbers through 
1856. Spring violets and robins made their appearance June 10th. 
Thousands left Iowa through 1857, disgusted with the climate of the 
State, that never cut up such antics before, or since that terrible 
winter. South of Rising Sun on a patch of prairie, scores of eattle 
were dragged off to die, until it passed into saying, “ There goes my 
old cow to the Golgotha,” and carcases enough to have started a 
bone factory, bleached through the summer suns of 1857. 


Walter Ellis settled on the stage road in 1855, three miles east 
from Rising Sun, but in 1865 he became a resident of the village. Mr. 
Ellis built the first house in Dexter, Dallas county, raising the frame 
4th of July, 1868. : 


About five miles south of Rising Sun is Spring Creek. In 1865, a 
rushing oil excitement swept over the village. A Pennsylvanian 
owned land on the Creek—it was rough, brushy and poor. No one 
would buy the lend so he conceived the idea of making it oil terri- 
tory. He emptied a barrel of oil in the Creek and in the nearest 
well; and then made a business of informing his acquaintances of 
his good luck. 
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A Chicago gentleman happened to be in the neighborhood on 
business, took the bait enough to lease all the farms in the vicinity 
after paying down asmailsum of money. Advertising this fact in 
the Des Moines and Chicago papers, he then pocketed his leases, and 
started for the latter place. He sold out his leases to a stock com- 
pany there for $35,000; and after making his pile went his way on a 
tour to Europe. 

The coinpany brought on mining implements, and sunk a shaft 
nearly 400 feet in depth, on the banks of Spring Creek. Instead of 
striking ile, the implements struck a hard limestone rock which 
broke “the machine.” Several mishaps having occurred through 
the progress of the enterprise, the company became discouraged, 
and the whole scheme was laid on the shelf with the Slack Water 
Navigation Company of the pioneers. 

Rising Sun is situated on the north line of Four Mile township, 
between Spring and Tour Mile Creeks; and for many years was 
quite a business place. Two pretty churches were built about war 
times, there were two large hotels, post office and two blacksmith’s 
shops—a good school house, and several mechanics did business 
here. 


Polk county improved largely in population and wealth through 
1850, and the next year was equally favorable for rapid growth, with 
the exception of the rainy season. On the. thirteenth of May, emi- 
grants forded the Des Moines river, but on the twentieth, it was full 
banks and no crossing without a float bridge. It rained, and rained 
again—all day, all night—it rained the week around for several suc- 
cessive weeks until the whole land was deluged with water. Roads 
were rendered impassable—bridges swept away, the mails stopped 
and travelling to any distance utterly given up by sensible people. 
The Iowa Star says: “ Neither the memory of the oldest inhabitant, 
or the natives, nor any traditionary accounts from the Indians fur- 
nishes any evidence of such a flood. The Coon and Des Moines are 
higher. by several feet than in the spring of i849, which was the 
gsreatest rise in known history. The Des Moines is now twenty-two 
and a half feet above low water mark. 

It was a: rushing torrent, three miles wide, in many places— 

houses were earried off—cattle, sheep and swine swept down stream, 
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rails and fences, ditto; until it seemed that the spirit of ruim had 
taken possession of the bottom lands which lay in vernal beauty, a 
few weeks before. 


Dudley was swept out of existence, and with it the last ambitious 
hope of its proprietor, Jerry Church, to make it the capital of Iowa. 
With the wild waters surrounding his store—the waves carrying off 
everything moveable; Uncle Jerry climbed the roof of the last build- 
ing which defied the torrent; and fiddled over the destruction of his 
city, as Nero did when Rome was burning. 


Lafayette was in as bad a fix. Mr. John Hull’s people moved out 
into the country three times to escape the flood. The first rise was 
considered the last of the river tantrum; but after a heavy rain, as 
Mrs. Hull was washing one Monday, the river came up to an unprec- 
edented height; over the hearth, up higher to the top of the old fash- 
ioned andirons, up! up! into the beds and bureau drawers, and the 
family left in a skiff toa place of safety. The water covered the 
town plat deep enough to float a large steamer. Boats came up ovor 
the dams of the Slack Water Improvement, which made groceries 
cheaper; the only sunshine to the storms of the season. 


Walnut creek was impassable only by swimming oxen and horses 
over, which seemed a hazardous business. Messrs. Jordan, Flynn, 
Boon, and the neighbors thereabouts used to leave their wagons on 
the west side of the stream, then tie bags and movables on the 
horse’s back and swim them across. The mills in the whole country 
suspended grinding, and no flour was had for weeks. Corn was 
parched and pounded up in a morter for bread. Samp was made in 
this wise: A stump was hollowed out at the top, and a heavy block 
of wood with along handle pounded the corn like the upper and 
nether mill stone. 


There was great discomfort from the flood, but no loss of life in 
Polk county, except the drowning of Conrad Youngerman, a young 
blacksmith, who was with a party of young men like himself,in search 
of saw logs. Theskiff was overturned by accident, and Youngerman 
was drowned before his friends could rescue him from the writhing 
flood. 


Fort Des Moines was partly under water, and East Des Moines 
was completely overflowed to the second bank, or at the foot of Cap- 
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itol Hill. Ottumwa and Eddyville were in the same desperate condi- | 


tion. Oskaloosa, with more pertness than good behavior, boasted 
through her paper “our city is the only dry town in Central Iowa.” 
The Iowa Star rebuked her in the strongest terms for falschood, de- 
claring that Fort Des Moines was no worse off than her neighbors. 

Among the arrivals of the season were Wesley Redhead and Rev. 
Sanford Haines. 

Mr. Redhead commenced life here as a merchant tailor, and his 
home was the center of attraction for the young folks. In 1854 he was 
appointed Post master, and by the gradual increase of wealth he be- 
cume one of the first in his adopted city. 

Rev. Mr. Haines was Presiding Elder upon the Des Moines District 
of the M. E. Church, and was very useful in the pulpit, and other 
pastoral work. He died in 1868. 

Rev. J. A. Nash, a Baptist clergyman, still living in Des Moines, 
is a man of culture and has been closely identified with the interests 
of education as well as the upbuilding of his own church. The Bap- 
tists organized in 1850, and Mr. Nash was the first pastor. He urged 
forward in many ways the erection of a church edifice the same 
year; alot being donated by the County Commissioners for a church 
site. This was on the north side of the public square, between Fifth 
and Sixth streets. We have already mentioned the assembling to- 
gether of Rev. Mr. Bird’s church in the Court House after the build- 
ing was finished. Previous to that time, the Central or New School 
Presbyterians, met in an old barracks building, but it was cold and 
windy, so that the congregation adjourned to a private house, aud 
met at Mr. Bird’s another Sabbath. 

This church at its organization had only seven members, one man 
and six women. But in 1857, it had fifty-four members, still under 

the pastoral care of Rev. Mr. Bird. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Fort Des Moines was organized 
June 4th, 1848, with thirteen members, at the house of John Dean, 
on the east side of the river. Rev. Salmon Cowles Pastor fora short 
time. It was afterwards irregularly supplied with preachers, vet it 
grewinnumbers. Ata meeting held Nov. 24th, 1854, this church was 
organized into a body corporate; Wm. Henry Leas, Moses Sheetz 
and Abraham Dean were elected Trustees. In July, 1856, the lot on 
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Locust Street between Seventh and Eighth, the present site of the 
ehureh, wes purchased for one thousand two hundred dollars, and 
after two or three years waiting, the edifice was finished at a cost of 
about eight thousand dollars. Previous to this, when the congrega- 
tion met on the west side, the public school house was open for their 
benefit. 


The Protestant Methodists on the 22d of May, 1856, organized 
themselves into a church in Bast Des Moines, having a memborship 
ofsixteen. Rev. William Remsburg Pastor. Their place of meeting 
was in the Lyon school house. 

The Lutherans in Fort Des Moines organized on the 7th of July, 
1855, with twelve members, which soon inereased to sixty communi- 
cants. : 

LTO Zo : 

St. Andrew’s Church—Catholic, belonged in the diocese of Du- 
buque in 1855, and its members the same year, built a part of the old 
brick chureh, forty-three by sixty feet. Its membership in 1857, 
was five hundred and sixty. 


The first brick school house erected in Fort Des Moines cost eight 
thousand dollars in 1856. Previous to this a frame building was used 
for the accommodation of the students in the graded schools, and 
was erected in the fall of 1848. 

Des Moines Lodge No. 25, was organized in 1850, with seven char- 
ter members—several coming from Oskaloosa to join the Order. 

Pioneer Lodge, No. 22, of Free and Accepted Masons, was char- 
tered June 3d, 1851. 

Corinthian Chapter, No. 14, Royal Arch Masons) received their 
dispensation June 13th, 1856. 


Temperance organizations, Good Templars and Sons of Temper- 
ance, received their charters in the winter of 1856. 

The County Judge system coming into vogue by an act of the 
Legislature of 1850-1, H. G. Burbridge was elected llth of August, 
1851. His first duty was to make sunshine for a pair of handsome 
lovers—Avery Hoskins and Amanda Michael; Presley C. Bell and 
Almira Kirk were allowed to marry by his license, imprinted the 
lawful seal of the County Judge. L. P. Sherman, Esq., presents a 
long petition to the Judge, asking him to appropriate money enough 
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from the Treasury of Polk county to buy a bell for the old Court 
House. This prayer was refused by the Judge. It will be remem- 
bered that the office at this time made a man an autocrat. 


The Judge had control of all county expenditures—levied the 
taxes on property—in fact, he had as much seeming power as the 
Pope of Rome. But Polk county was fortunate in her officers—the 
Judges were all good men, and in the main did their duty in a be- 
coming manner. Hon. Pyron Rice was Probate Judge contempo- 
rary with Judge Burbridge and Judge McKay, on the bench of the 
Fifth Judicial District, until the spring term of 1855. 

A road was opened through to Nevadain 1851, and travelers found 
a stopping place, orderly and pleasant at William Justice’s cabin in 
Delaware township. The floors were covered with beds for travel- 
ers night after night. Mrs. Justice made nothing after doing a hard 
day’s work, of walking six miles for her cows. Mr. Justice is now a 
wealthy farmer. 


William G. Madden, member of the House of Representatives in 
1873-4, came to a small farm in Douglas township in 1854. He com- 
menced in a small way to deal in stock—buying cattle for the Chi- 
cago markets, and in afew years he made a fine fortune. He was 
one of the ablest members of the Assembly. 


Fort Des Moines through the autumn of 1851, had many houses 
under contract, for in spite of her enemies people came to stay. By 
an election, which was held September 22, 1851, the town noted itself 
a town with but one dissenting vote. This pigheaded man’s name is 
not known now, but his wife ought to have gone to the ballot box in 
this case. 


Hon. P. M. Cassady, Rev. Thompson Bird, L. P. Sherman, Esq., 
were elected to draft a charter for the new town. 


On Saturday, October 18th, 1851, the charter prepared by the 
committee was submitted to the people, and by a large vote of the 
citizens made a part of the municipal law. The boundaries of the 
town of Fort Des Moines are the same as those of the present day, 
which constitutes the city. Beginning at the junction of the Coon 
and Des Moines, thenee up the chatinel of the latter to the point, 
where the half mile line of section 4, township 78, north range 24 
west according to United States survey, where it crosses said river; 
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thence west, along said line to the northwest corner of the south- 
west quarter of said section, thence south to the channel of Coon, 
and east to the place of beginning. 

The first Councilmen elected in the town of Fort Des Moines, 
was Hoyt Sherman, Iisq., Hon. P. M. Cassady and Rev. T. Eira, 
who was chosen President; L. P. Sherman, C, D. Reinking, R. W. 
Sypher and Jesse S. Dicks. . 

On the 10th of October, 1851, a River Land meeting was held at 
the Court House, and Hon. P. M. Cassady presided. There was 
much sympathy with the upriver settlers, but as we have mentioned 
this contest in another place we shall not notice it farther. . 

Rev. Mr. Nash’s select school gained a good many students 
through the summer—both boys and girls were admitted, we be; 
lieve. ; 
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Railroads—Emiqration—Campaign of 1852— —AnceJotes—ficorpoi 
ation of the City of Des Aloines, tle. 


The spring of 1852 was an early one. One of the first enterprises 
for this year was a mail line’ thoroughly established through to 
Council Bluff. it had a single two-horse team before a small jerky 
or hack, and made the round trip in about ten days by traveling 
through the day and laying by on nights, for there were no settlers 
scarcely thirty miles west of Des Moines. The first station out from 
the bluffs was called Silver Creek—west of Des WMO A oral alnut 
Creck. 

In June the doctors of the county met together in the Court 
House, and formed themsclves into a medical Society. Dr. A. J 
Hull of Sedalia read an essay—there was considerable discussion 
over fees, “surgery and ether,’ were also heard in their conversa- 
tion with cach other. There were thirteen physicians present—and 
a good deal of harmony and kind feeling prevailed at this beginning 
of the organization. Dr. Lewis presided at the meeting. 


Preparations were made through the summer to carry the State 
for the Democrats as usual. There was training done in both parties 
for the fall campaign. The Whigs had Fillmore for President, who 
was subservient to the South, but the Fugitive Slave Law was 
odious among the enlightened voters of that party, and wrought dis- 
sention in their ranks. Mrs. Harrict Beecher Stowe had nearly com- 
pleted her story of Uncle Tom’s Cabin in the National Era at Wash- 
ington, and with her avoman’s hand was shaking the throne of 
slavery to its foundations. The pathetic story of Uncle Tom brought 
tears to the eyes of many areader of that splendid work in Polk 
county; albeit, they were poor farmers and mechanics; and with the 
grand and noble ideas born of such sympathy with the oppressed, a 
general disintegration of old fogyish ideas went on within the party 
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lines of both organizations, that finally showed itself in 1856—in tho 
triumph of the Republican party. 


Some Whigs did not vote at all in this campaign. But in the 
end there was a majority of the Democrats who concluded to stay 
with the old party—Pierce and Graham received a large vote, also 
the local candidates. 

The opposing candidates for the State Senate in this section, 
were John Lewis, (Whig) of Fort Des Moines and Dr. A. Y. Hull of 
Lafayette, and co-Editor of the Iowa Star, and now Editor of the 
Democrat, of Sedalia, Missouri. Dr. Hull had a great influence 
among the pioneers on account of many acts of kindnesses done in 
his profession; he was a clear thinker and writer, a shrewd politician 
and a man of magnetic attraction, personally. 

Mr. Lewis was quite an old gentleman, and as the District was so 
large he could not stump the territory alone. He was assisted in 
this work by Col. Lewis Todhunter of Indianola, a brother-in-law of 
Dr. Hull’s, yet a devoted Whig. The Senatorial District composed 
the counties of Jasper, Polk, Dallas and Warren—candidates had 
many a long ride on horseback before making a speech. 

C. M. Davis of Jasper, Whig candidate for Representative from 
that portion of the District, assisted in the campaign ; though a 
Western farmer, he had clear judgment, and’ could talk from the 
stump well, especially on local matters. Thomas Reese of Jasper, 
also colleague of Dr. Hull, talked to the settlers about their rights, 
and the Des Moines river improvement, in the same way, as it had 
come up in political circles for the past four years. The Whigs 
blamed the Democrat officers, who were growing rich; and the Dem- 
ocrats blamed the Secretary of the Interior for the whole trouble in 
elaborate speeches. 5 

Jasper county, instead of her shorn territory of sixteen townships, 
received four townships back, as they had served the purpose of 
making Tort Des Moines the county seat. The boundaries of the 
Senatorial District being changed by political manipulations it was 
then left to chance, which should draw the short term among rival 
sections. 


Dr. Hull drew the short term after being elected by a handsome 
majority. 
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There was a large meeting in Madison township, when both can- 
didates for the Senate were present. Todhunter, the Whig speaker 
sat at the table with Reese, who was asked if he liked eat-fish. “No, 
slowly,” answered Reese, “I donot like cat———fish,” repeating the 
latter word ina low tone of volee. “Don’t like eats!” said Todhunter, 
“too bad.” After dinner was over he went out to the kitchen and 
got a litter of young kittens and put them into Reese’s saddlebags. 
When the time came for starting home, Reese being in a hurry, star- 
ted on without noticing his precious cargo, until he had gone ona 
nile or so on his journey. Todhunter kept laughing in his sleeve, 
and finally tormented poor Reese without merey. But after a while 
it was found out that the cats had sunk out of sight in the depths cf 
another portmanteau—this time, belonging to a Whig. So the joke 
was passed round, and both party Representatives had their share in 
the fun of earrying the cats. 

Reese was dcfeated by the cat story, and a falschood gotten up by 
the Whigs, that he had defrauded a settler out of his claim rights. 
The latter story was enlarged upon until Reese was talked of as a 
monster, and by a little wire pwlling, Davis of Jasper was elected. 
Reese was a bitter pro-slavery man, and very popular among the sct- 
tlers of Virginia and southern extraction. A man of honor and a 
good neighbor, hospitable and pleasant, he made as good a race as 
any man under like circumstances. 

‘Dr. Brooks, and Judge Wm. McHenry, of Fort Des Moines, were 
often pitted together in this political campaign. 

Scott, the hero of Chepultapee, could not make a speech and his 
failures were severely criticised by the Democratic press and speak- 
ers. In fact he wasa great deal worse off than Grant for oratory in 
his make-up for President. His peculiar monotone in his short — 
speeches of three minutes, which was a cross between a class leader’s 
voice and a Quaker with the catarrh, was mimicked by Democrats in 


conversation, and on the stump. 


Goodman was elected Representative for Polk in the House of 
Representatives of the State Legislature, and was as staunch a Dem- 
ocrat as Dr. Hull. 

In the winter of 1852-3 the subject of transferring back tho six 
townships belonging to Warren county, was brought up in the House, 
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as the lost territory made a good deal of difference in the import- 
ance in the political world, but not much done immediately, as Polk 
county meant to hold it as long as possible. 


Some time in January, 1853, a bill was passed incorporating Fort 
Des Moines as atown. It had increased since 1851 in wealth, inhab- 
itants and commercial importance; so that it was deemed highly 
essential to all concerned, that its municipal regulations should bo 
based upon a special act of the Legislature, and the seal of the State 
ct Towa. . 

Great hopes were also entertained by the people of the new in- 
eorporated town, that the time was fast approaching when Fort Des 
Moines would be the Capital of Iowa. ie 

The views of the citizens of the whole State, excepting those on 
the Mississippi river, were strongly in favor of the proposed change 
from fowa City. For this change of the Capital from that point, the 
whole town of Fort Des Moines were en masse, intensely interested, 
Warren county would fight this project until her rightful territory 


_was restored. Consequently, a bill was introduced into the Legis- 


lature, giving the townships back again to Warren, which was passed 
by a very respectablo majority. Butin this mutation of things, Dr. 
Hull, the State Senator living in Lafayette, was legislated out of 
house and home—in fact, he was no representative of Polk county in 
the Senate Chamber for he did not live in Polk at all. To get out of 
this dilemna, a special act was passed, making Dr. Hull Senator from 
Polk. 

Hon. R. L. Tidrick was appointed by President Pierce, Register 
of the Land office at Fort Des Moines, and Col. T. O. Walker, Re- 
ceiver. J. B. Stewart, now a wealthy citizen of the city, was Chicf 
Clerk in the department. 


Col. Walker was a Virginian by birth, and a man of energy. The 


Office was a lucrative one, to all in the employ of the government. 


Col. Walker became wealthy, and much respected by his neighbors, 
barring political differences. 

All through 1852, the steamboat landing at the town was often 
crowded with freight to be carried down the river to the dams where 
it was transferred to boats below. And when again the river was 
high, then the boats could go over them. 
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Cant. J. M. Griffith, a settler of 1850, and one of the most encr- 
getic men of the country, chartered a steamboat to be used altogether 
in the Fort Des Moines trade. Settlers from Boone, and other ad- 
jacent counties, bought their erocerics and dry goods here, so that 
it was important to get as cheap transportation as possible by steam- 
boat, barges, and keels. 

On the return trip from downriver by Capt. Griffith’s boat, it 
was understood that Fort Des Moines would give boat and Captain, 
a hearty welcome. 

It was a quiet Sabbath, and services were said in several of the 
churches; yet when the boat whistled, many of the citizens left the 
meeting and came down to the landing with hearty huzzahs and 
waving of handkerchiefs. This demonstrative appreciation of great 
events and enterprises, is not common at the present. 


After Warren county received her lost territory of six townships, 
by special act of Legislature—all back but the little bend north of 
Des Moines river, which took in Lafayette, and the home of Senator 
Hull, there were bonfires and congratulations at Indianola, which 
would astonish her citizens of to-day, over such a little matter. 


_A great change in habits and customs have taken place since 
then. In anearly day, everybody’s latch string was out—no need 
of locks and bolts to keep out rogues in nearly every neighborhood 
in the county. 

Tf one needed any assistance from his neighbor it was cheerfully 
given, and the neighbor in return, asked with no expectation of be- 
ing refused. 

Travelers on long journeys, put the whole familiy into the wagon, 
took their dog and gun, the main expense being ferriage. When meals 
were wanted, a chunk fire was built by a stream, a pot of water put 
on that made coffee, and yet boiled the potatoes; the meat toasted 
in a skillet, and bread carried along in a box for the family. In this 
way visits were made; camp meetings became inexpensive, and it 
was much more social and jolly, than traveling by rail, through coal 
smoke and dust. 


The Mormons, almost to aman, left Kanesville in 1852, for Salt 
Lake, and many Gentiles made good bargains out of the Saints, for 


$1 non edt fi mnie sigh 


) iu a en ; 
: bi ow ae 


baht ; tH0 dj oF 
4 be 3 


yta i 
y “tl 


“. 


ry Ha 


dete 


+f ine rl:t 
6 .! 


sagen 


v188 pan aad soltip 6 
ynod ody nadw 10% + 


bas: a ry 


avo OMLso 


wiser 


Tt lem 
t RDB I 
’ 
ba f 
e.4 
mon 
: 


ibred to paver 
935 
cine TST 


fy 


i? 


o a 
ga el rave 


eoqa Ya 


niolt eo 


r¢ 


95 ) EARLY SKETCHES 


they sold cheap, sacrificing a great deal to go to t he New Jerusalent, 
as Brigham Young had called his children to their new heritage. 

The next Spring at the town election, Kanesville was changed in 
its cognomen to Council Blifts. 

"The ferries charged enormously on all the rivers to California— 
three of them over the Elkhorn ahd Loup Fork, netted $50,000 in 
gold. The emigration was continuous over the State of Towa from 
east to West through 1852, and white topped wagons crowned every 
hill, filled with emigrants and miners bound fom California. 

There was an Indian seare in 1852, when it was feared the Sioux 

uld push past ort Dodge and come down the river to annoy the 
settlers. Butit amounted to but little, only a nightmare of the timid 
women and children. 

Judge Bales succeeded Mr. Burbridge to the office of county Judge 
in the election of the antumn campaign. Josiah Hopkins, of Hop- 
kins Grove, was an enthusiastic Whig through this exciting time, 
and presided at many of the township meetings in his neighborhood. 


As these sketches of Polk county are made up of fragmentary 
threads, we notice the arrival of a prominent citizen, Capt. Wilson 
Y. Smith, afterward connected with the 15th Iowa Regiment, visiting 
Dr. Brooks in the summer, and being convinced of the future of Fort 
Des Moines, concluded to stay with his family, and make a homre. 
His wife, a very pleasant lady, was a relative of the Doctor's family, 
and both were an addition to society. 

About this time, Rev. Mr. Spurlock of the M. E. Church, used to 
preach and pray at camp meetings here-abouts. Yet with all li 
piety, he liked a good horse, yellow legged chickens, and plenty of 
filthy lucre. The latter he got by showing suiver quarters to a cer- 
tain class of men—then saying, “look here! Tecan make you a hun- 
dred dollars of that kind of money for twenty dollars.” The chap 
would give him twenty dollars to got a hundred dollars of counter- 
feit to pass around. Some say he did make bad money. Others 
think that after receiving the twenty dollars, no spurious money 
Was made, the man cheated in the trade dare not say a word for fear 
of being arrested by the authorities as a counterfeiter. Spurlock’s 
piety showed the whitewash, and he was arrested time and time 

again, for a counterfciter and horse thief; but such was his address 
that he would invariably get off by some want of evidence. 
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R. T. Shannon, a Hoosier clock peddler, was one of the arrivals in 
1852 in Polk. Although beating a score of Yankee peddlers at their 
own game, yet he was very popular among the cabins of the pioncers, 
even if he made thirty-onc dollars on a single clock. He bought 
wholesale, at four dollars a piece, and sold the useful articles at thir- 
ty-five dollars. He sold clocks at Mike Biddle’s house, near Trullin- 
ger’s Grove—at Chanler’s on Skunk river, among the settlers of the 
northern part of the county, and at Polk City. 
~ Shannon borrowed twenty dollars of Mitchell at Apple Grove, the 
first time they met; and had his horses and teamsters kept over 
night “on tick.’ This shows the fashion of the times. 


A heavy emigration crossed Polk to Dallas and Boone counties 
this year, 1852, and clocks sold well. Mr. Shannon saw a splendid 
elk fight on the prairie in Douglas township, thissummer. The stags 
were about evenly matched, and with their horns locked like the 
fingers of £..*.2. #@es in each others hair, for a long time the battle 
hung in balance. At length the contestants becoming entirely ex- 
hausted, they died within an hour of each other. 

Tea made of sycamore chips, elk meat and corn bread, often with- 
out salt, was the bill of fare in many of the settlers cabins. Butno 
one asked or gave an apology; the best in the house was offered with 
a royal hospitality. 

A United States Land office was established at Fort Des Moines 
in March, 1853. | 

_ At the first land sale, there was the usual differences about claims, 
and those possessing them had taken the precaution to keep up the 
claim organization of 1848, 50 as to uphold each other belonging to 
the club, if their rights should be assailed by speculators. 

A man named Bates from the east, had repeatedly made his boasts 
that no clique, or Claim Club should hinder him from buying land 
wherever he chose. 

“I’ve money,” said he, “and as far as it goes, I'll buy claims, just 
to teach these Hawkeyes, their combinations and Claim Clubs will 
not scare me from buying them as allowed by the law.” 

. The Claim Clubs through the county heard of Mr. Bates, heard of 


his defiance, and preparations were made to let him know what stuff 
western men were made of, in that section. 
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As soon as the sales commenced, in front of the block where 
Sherman’s block now stands, a crowd collected around the Land 
office, and just as Bates bid the first time on the claim of a scttler in 
Walnut township, a party of men gathered around the gent, a couple 
of rails were placed conspicuously in front of him, and by force dis- 
played quietly, yet firmly, backed by a few old shot guns and pistols, 
he was placed on a scat at the steamboat landing, where they kept 
him a prisoner all day—changing the guard occasionally. 

If Bates looked in any way saucy, asignificant glance at the river 
indicated the probability of a ducking, if he did not behave himself 
properly, according to the etiquette established for gentlemen. by 
the Claim Club. At night, upon pledging himself solemnly not to 
interfere again with the rights of settlers, and the sales being over, 
he was released and sent to his boarding house. Thus without blood- 
shed, civil rights had a pleasant adjustment. | 

In October, 1852, “an Agricultural Tair was held ip the Court 
House yard, rather of a slim exhibition for the infant Polk Agricul- 
tural Society, but in the next autumn in September, on the grounds 
of the District Fair on Raccoon bottom, the agricultural resources of 
the county made a fine showing for a new section. 

Mr. MecGlothen and Mitchell made arail pen for16 blooded stock— 
Short Horns exhibited by Mr. Bennet bought in Massachusetts. 
They were beautiful animals. Mitchell of Apple Grove showed a 
fine Durham bull—ali were thoroughbreds. Jacob Frederick and 
his son B. F. Frederick of Four Mile township, exhibited fine wooled 
sheep—good horses by Dr. Brooks, the President. There were fine 
specimens of wheat and corn—immense squashes and potatoes. 
.The Directors of the Socicty this year, were Hon. Thomas Mitchell 
of Apple Grove, Captain F. R. West, and Hon. B. FI. Allen of Fort 
Des Moines. The ladies brought no fancy work, nor was there any 

exhibition of equestrianship on the grounds. Mr. Morris was a 
| prominent exhibitor at this Fair. 

The railroad question in 1852, did not make any headway towards 
organizing a company to lay the track to Fort Des Moines. General 
Curtis of St. Louis was urging the claims of the American Central 
Railroad, which was to start from Williamsport, Pa., with branch 
lines to New York and Philadelphia, then crossing Ohio, Indiana and 
deflecting a little southward to New Boston, Illinois, on the Missis- 
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sippi river—it followed a survey to Oskaloosa and from thence to 
Fort Des Moines—all looked an easy matter. But nothing was ever 
done in Iowa or anywhere else, as the Crimean war killed the sale of 
the bonds. General Schenck, President. The Legislature of Iowa 
that met in 1852-3, memorialized Congress to give state aid to all 
lines running west as branches of a great Pacific road, and in the 
memorial showing the trade of India and China, as of great import- 
unce to our commerce. 


Dr. Alexander Shaw, a noted florist, as well as physician, made 
his home in East Des Moines in the year 1853. He was greatly in- 
strumental in improvements to the Agricultural Society, and by his 
enthusiasm aud energy helped make it a success. The Iowa Legis- 
lature in January, 1853, had appropriated two hundred dollars to 
encourage county societies, and the Secretary of any Agricultural 
Society, could draw on the State Treasury for the amount as soon 
as it was organized. In the fall of 1854, the State Agricultural 
Society held its first Annual Fair at the town of Fairfield, the county 
seat of Jefferson county, and it was quite a success. 

The Society was organized in the spring with Hon. Thomas 
Claggett of Keokuk, President; with three Directors for each coun- 
ty, that had an agricultural society in operation. Hon. Thomas 
Mitchell, Dr. Brooks and Judge Wm. McKay, were appointed Direct- 
ors from Polk county. 

W. W. Moore of Fort Des Moincs, sent down a choice case of 
stuffed birds—of different species in the Des Moines valley. They 
were considered one of the most attractive features in the 
exhibition. 

Wapello and Polk, were all the counties represented in Central 
Towa. There being no provision made for a prize to the best lady 
equestrian in the State, President Claggett with characteristic gal- 
lantry bought a fine gold watch to be offered as a premium. Miss 
Turner of Lee eounty won the prize over the nine lady competitors 
that appeared in the lists. 

“She guided her horse with consummate grace, and bore herself 
so lady-like in the ring, that she was the eynosure of all eyes.” 

Thus discourses the Jenkins of that time. Digressing no further 
in this direction, we return to Fort Des Moiues. 


William Oakes, a poor manager of his finances, became indebted 
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to Reuben Davis and Wyatt Brownlee. Oakes went to Boone 
county to attend to his farm, and in his absence Divis brought suit 
against him, and attached his cow. This happened to be all the 
bovine Oakes possessed, and on his return he applied to a lawyer 
for help. Hon. Curtis Bates, counsel, in a replevin suit placed the 
cow in Oakes pasture from the purchaser, William D.-Corkeram, 
who had paid sixteen dollars for the beast at the constable’s sale. 
Instead of having a suit with the owner he brought action against 
Davis & Brownlee—the plaintiff and witness in the suit, bringing in 
a bill of forty dollars for buying the cow, keeping her four weeks in 
pasture, and expenses in prosecuting and defending suits. Cer- 
tainly, the above named gentlemen were not responsible for sukey, 
the old cow; nor to blame, because Corkeram had bought her at a 
sale, yct, Madison Young, Esq., his lawyer thought something could 
be done. Hon. Curtis Bates, and John E. Jewett, were the counsel 
for the above defendants. The novel case was brovght up before 
W. McClelland, Justice of the Peace, in the town of Fort Des Moines. 


In answer to the charge against Davis and Brownlee by Corker- 
am, the first named defendant (Davis), talks to the cow buyer in this 
wise, and says: “That defendant never was a constable, nora 
deputy—never did sell to plaintiff, or bargain, or convey, any cov, 
Lull, calf, steer, or any other animal belonging to to the bovine spe- 

cies;” and then attached to the account is a verse of poetry, which is 
necessary to be produced in this mirror of Polk county life. It 
reads thusly: 
“And though said cow might have been sold, 
And paid for in American gold— 
Yet this defendant never did, 
Either sell, or take another's bid.” 

Davis made another answer, that if he were a party to the above 
mentioned suit at law or equity, it was bald faced meanness, and 
ay ansparert folly, not to inform him (Davis) of the faet. At this the 
Des Moines Muse breaks out again with— . 

“And that a suit could e’er be tried 
And the parties never notitied— 
Is clearly wrong—and this Court sees 
That we are not liable for the fees.” 

Brownlee being only a witness in the first suit yet sueing Oakes, 
answers to Corkoram, who lost his cow, all the time in poetry. 
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* Now as you see, 

Comes the defendant, Brownlee, 
And on his own hook defends— 
Because he seriously contends, 
That he is not indebted 

As by said Corkeram stated, 

I, no party to the suit— 

Though he fed for a short time 
The old dumb brute— 

Nor is he liable to Corkeram 

In any event; 

He therefore sues for costs 

And for judgment!” 

How much longer the poct lived after such a brush with his wits 
there is no record; but Oakes kept his cow, and Davis kept the 
money that Corkeram got from the constable, and Corkeram 
mourned the loss of sixteen dollars paid for cow, four dollars for 
cow pasture, twenty dollars for fecs and lawsuit, nnd the last heard 
of him in the whispers of the past, comes the words “ Where is my 
money, or my cow?” from the agitated lips of the defeated man 
before the law. 

H. H. Griffith and his brother Col. I. M. Griffith, laid off an ad- 
dition to the, town of Fort Des Moines on the east side of the river 
in .1853. Both were able men and good financiers; and we class 
them among the prominent men of the city. Major Griffith, a hero 
of the Mexican war, came later in 1858 from Keokuk, and now owns 
considerable property in the city. 

There was many a pleasant gathering of the young folks at Wes- 
ley Redhead’s pleasant home, at R. Y. Sypher’s, and at the City 
Hotel kept by Mr. Luse. 

There was also a pic-nie held on the Coon bottom some time in 
September. The Lyon girls were there—Miss “Thusa”’ West, Miss 
ida Hull, Miss Cornelia Calder, Belle Routan and many more, 
whom we have not room to mention even their pretty names. The 
gentlemen present on-that lively occasion, were Hoyt Sherman, Esq., 
whom the girls did not romp with so gaily as they wantcd to, that 
sunny afternoon, for Mr. Sherman was a dignified gentleman of the 
old schools and these western girls on that day were romping at 
their own sweet will—Judge Rice was a beau on this white day—B. 
F. Allen also “did the agreeable;” and Mr. Howe with Mr. Starr, is 
also mentioned among the gallants. A sumptuous entcrtainment 
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was spread on the grassy bank of the romantic stream with an un- 
poetic name; and with a chatter of merry tongues that astonished 
the wild birds—the pic-nic dinner passed off finely. 

There was a naughty coquette, who flashed bright looks into the 
face of acertain young gentleman—but as she was a wicked fairy, 
it is best to let her name go into oblivion. 

Tho gentlemon climbed the trees, and threw down clusters of 
grapes at the girls, who filled baskets and pails with the purple fruit. 
Several of the girls joined in a chorus of whistling—they laughed, 
danced under the trees, and then sobcred down and sang “Lilly 
Dale”’—one struck up “Bonnie Doon,” and another led off in “Uncle 
Ned.” 

The happy party are now staid matrons, dignified bankers and 
lawyers, while very few of them are living in the city of Des Moines 
fo day, 3 

A Mite Society was held through the winter of 1853-4, and in its 
deliberations the young folks made love as Mrs. Bird and the elders 
planned for the good of the church, and the general prosperity of 
the town. Hon. B.F. Allen was very much disappointed in not 
finding his fiancee there. He asked the question early in the evening, 
“where is Thusa?” and upon being told she was sick, he retired from 
the party. The wooing went on, and in 1854, the greatest event in 
the social life of the year, was the marriage of the lovers. 

A splendid wedding held at Capt. West’s became food for gossip 
through many days. The bride was dressed in a silver gray silk, 
trimmed with soft white lacee—white wax beads, that looked like 
pearls, were entwined with the braids of her dark brown hair, and at 
her nuptials, Mrs. Allen looked as charming as she does now. in her 
‘diamonds and point lace. | 

Rev. Mr. Bird blessed the young couple in a few choice sentences, 
and congratulations from the many guests followed. Kisses on the 
face of the fair young bride were showered by her schoolmates, and 
when supper was announced, old and young marched to the dining 
room with music from an old fashioned piano which stood in the 
corner of the parlor—the first piano brought to the town of Fort Des 
Moines. There was no wedding trip to Niagara or across the Atlantic, 
but the young couple remained at Captain West’s for a few months, 
as happy as young people usually are in the honey moon of life. 
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Captain West formerly lived in Pennsylvania, and was a well-to- 
do citizen when he cast in his lot with the inhabitants of Raccoon 
Fork. 


D. O. Finch, Esq., who with his beautiful wife was present at the 
Allen wedding, came to Des Moines before the September term of 
Court in 1853, with his credentials as an Attorney at law. He was a 
leading Democrat—and among the shrewdest lawyers of the West, 
there is no hesitation by any one, in placing the name of D. O. Finch. 


Mrs. Bird wore a black silk at the wedding, and looked the stately 
matron she was, in spite of the hardships of her pioneer life. 


Mrs. Sherman was present, the Principal of the Ladies Boarding 
School, that was patronized largely by the better class from all parts 
of the county. Mrs. Bird having given up her school on account of 
her domestic duties. . 


Mrs. Sherman taught music and faney work, beside the studies 
necessary to a good English education. The young ladies for recre- 
ation made card board baskets embroidered in zephyr—quite an ae- 
complishment—a by-gone fashion obsolete in fashionable boarding 
Schools at present. Mrs. Sherman, in a year or two, started a music 
store, and the first pianos bought in Fort Des Moines were purchased 
by Granville Holland, of the firm of Robertson and Holland, a weal- 
thy real estate dealer, and Dr. Hull, who had removed his family to 
Fast Des Moines sometime in 1853. 

This was a brushy placo, even at that date, a lair for rabbits and 
squirrels. 

H. H. Griffith put up astylish house in the summer, and Esqr. 
Williams also built a stylish residence, but aside from these a frame 
builling was scarcely to be seen. 

Mr. L. Devin is recorded among the Old Settlers’ papers as a eit- 


izenof Polk county in 1853, and with these few items we close the 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Land Office Business—Carlysle, Allen, and Bloonfield Township's 
Setilement—Sketches af Pioneers—Elections, ete. 


On the 7th of June, 1853, Isaac Cooper was appointed Chicf Clerk 
in the Land Office—Register Department. All through the scasona 
large business was donc—in 1854 it increased; and in 1855, the daily 
receipts were often twenty-five thousand collars in gold. 


In 1854, Hon. R. L. Tidrick resigned the office of Register, and 
Mon. T. A. Walkor was appointed in his place. The office of Receiver 
was handed over to Hon. P. M. Cassady. : 


asa Vorse hada Fanning mill factory in full blast on the east side, 
and an Englishman named Smith established a rude carding machine 
in the fall of 1853. 


W. H. Leas a very excellent citizen, and in 186- Mayor of Des 
Moines, became a citizen of the town in 1853. The town was other- 
wise inercasing in prosperity through this season, and the lobby 
members of the Legislature of 1852-3 must have been gratified with 
its growth. These lobby members were Hon. P. M. Cassady, Hon. 
L. P. Sherman, Dr. Brooks and Glasseoeck of Fort Des Moines; Hon. 
Thomas Mitchell of Apple Grove, Col. Shellady of Monroe, Dr. A. T. 
Ault of Carlysle and others. 

Wheat, after the harvest of 1853, was worth only fifty cents per 
bushel. James West sold Mitchell of Apple Grove, good winter 
wheat at that price. In the January following, John Woodward of 
Camp Creek sold 3000 pounds of nicely dressed pork for forty-five 
dollars. There was no market for the produce, and in the fall there 
went up another cry to the East, “build us railroads.” The Central 
Air Line or Lyons Railroad, made a survey from Lyons through 
Maquoketa to Iowa City, thence to Newton, Fort Des Moincs to the 
Bluffs on the Missouri. 
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A special election was ordered by Judge Rickman of Jasper 
county, and a bonus of forty thousand dollars was voted for said 
road, but no bonds were to be issued until work was commenced 


within the borders of the county. Polk county was asked to give a 


large amount, aud the Mississippi and Missouri survey made almcst 
immediately after. Judge Grant and Hon. Hiram Price of Daven- 
port, was determined the county should help their road through to 
the same point. But the Lyon road received the bonus of $860,000 
in county bonds to be given when the work was commenced. The 
survey of the Mississippi and Missouri Railroad line was made by P. 
G. Dey and Gen’l Dodge, both prominent civil engineers at the time. 
This line first touched Polk county, about forty rods south of the N. 
E. corner of Beaver township—took a shaute about half way between 
Mud ercek and the old town of Mitchells, and followed in many 
points, the survey of the Rock Island Railroad to Fort Des Moines. 

Marshalltown was laid out in June, 1853, and Kanesville rebap- 
tized Council Bluffs about the same time. 

Carlysle in Allen township south of the Warren county line, that 
made a small check on the map of Iowa in 1851, was this summer 
making a fine growth Jerry Church, the proprietor of drownded 
Dudley, took its effects from the wet bottom lands to the forest 
westward, and nestling against the bluffs with its crown of green, 
Carlysle ywas an attractive place in an early day. It was situated 
about 8 Bie from Fort Des Moines on the Knoxville and Fort 
Des Moines turnpike, and had a good share of the Keokuk prairie 
trade, until the laying out of the village of Avon, which occurred in 
1856. Charles Keeney, proprictor. “ 

Allea township which was cut in two parts by the county line in 
1852, was first settled in 1844 by G. B. Clark on the north side. He 
got a permit from the government to settle on a claim by reason of 
the necessity of a bridge over North river. This bridge was built on 
the trail, which afterwards was wrought in to the Knoxville and 
Fort Des Moines turnpike. Elias Crompton and Joseph Williams 
settled on Keokuk prairie in 1845 after the permit; James Davis split 
the first rails and built a cabin like the rest of the pioneers. On-the 
Des Moines river in this scetion is found the finest timber in Iowa; 
walnut and oak mighty in their strength was as attractive to the In- 
dians as to the whites. 
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This strip of open prairie between North river and the Des 
Moines, lay a magnificent slope to the junction—it was Keokuk’s 
summer residence—royal lands fit for any potentate on earth. John 
D. McClothen and his brother came to this prairie in the middle of 
July, 1846, and the former bought a claim which run down to the 


‘Des Moines timber. On this claim lived a family by the name of 


Kunckols. The ague was prevalent and bilious fever from the ma- 
laria also afflicted the neighborhood. Mrs. Kunckols took sick and 
died in the little cabin—leaving several children. There was no 
prayer or ceremony—the poor woman was laid out in a cheap 
shroud, tho neighboring women solemnly laid her tired hands over 
her stilled heart in the rough walnut coffin, and lifting the humble 
sarcophagus into Mr. McGlothen’s lumber wagon, she was carried to 
the burying ground near Carlysle of to-day, and buried alone— 
the first death in Allen township. 

Mr. McGlothen brought flour enough to last till October, when he 
started for mill to Oskaloosa, about 60 miles. When he reached 
that point thero was grist enough to keep Dunean grinding for 
three weeks. A tired man, Mr. McGlothen then went on to Bona- 
parte, 159 miles from home. Here there was no prospect for flouc in 
his turn for another week so great was the rush. Ten miles farther 
at Colton’s mill his flour was ground, and in twenty-one days he 
reached his cabin after driving home a flock of sheep and hogs. The 
sloughs were horrible—the load of flour had to be taken out and re- 
loaded a half dozen times on the trip. 

The Kunckols lived in a cabin made of poles—a puncheon floor 
where the bed stood served for a parlor, no chimney but the smoke 
got out between the logs, and upon the bare ground the family lived 
the most of the time. Mr. McGlothen after Mrs. Kunckols death, 
built a chimney to the cabin, and made several improvements to 
make it comfortabie. 

The neighbors who came to Keokuk prairie in 1847, were Thomas 
Gooch still living here on a splendid farm, and surrounded by every 
comfort; the Perkins family, Benjamin, Isaac, Solomon and Daniel, 
all known in the Perkins war; James Flemming, a local preacher of 
the M. FE. Church, and his sons, Asa, William and Elijah, all settled 
here in the spring of 1847. John Leas settled near the town site of 
Carlysle in 18£6. Daniel More is remembered as another pioneer as 
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early as 185, in Allon township. It will be remembered that in the: 
six townships transferred in 1846 to Polk county for the purpose of 
making Fort Des Moines central, Allen in this way, for six years, was 
in history interwoven with Polk. Esqr. Spurlock, now living in 
Warren county, was the first justiee in Allen township. 

The first wedding was Jackson Shoemaker, who married Miss 
Compton. 

In 1848, Rev. William Busick laid out the town of Circleville, on 
the Knoxville and Fort Des Moines turnpike, not far from Avon sta- 
station, on the Indianola Railroad. Mr. Bussick wishing to turn an 
honest penny, had his town nicely platted, and on paper it looked 
very well. There was the future park, churches, roads, railroads, 
depots, a steamboat landing on the Des Moines river a mile away, 
where goods could be hauled from, making business for teamsters as 
well as others, and in a little time several lots were sold. 

Mr. Powell built a hewed log house, and not far off a log school 
house was erected in the interests of education. 

Thomas MeMullin from New Hampshire, taught the first school 
here. He was a gentleman and a fine scholar, the children all loving 
their young teacher, who left in a year or two for California. 

In this school house meetings were held. Rev. Mr. Bussick and 
Rev. Mr. Flemming holding Methodist serviccs. Previous to this, 
the cabin doors were opened on Sunday, and’ the pioneers listened 
with satisfaction to the gospel without the aid of surplice, chorister, 
orchime of bells. No jewells shone among the congregation, no 
rustling sills or shining broadcloth, spring fashions, interrupted the 
holy communion between man and his God. Rev. C. B. Jones, a 
United Brethren, officiated here a year or two later. Wm. McMahan 
and family were among the worshipers, a prominent citizen of the 
neighborhood, having lived among them since 1846. 

A. S. Rice pioncered in 1849, and a fine farm still shows his energy 
and painstaking. 

Allen township was named after Capt. Allen, the pioneer com- 
mandant of the Fort, and is still Allen in Warren, and Allen in Polk. 

Wool pickings and quiltings brought the ladics of the settlement 
together—there was no aristocrisy, and even to-day the pioneers re- 
spect each other in a tender brotherhood all over the county, let their 
faults be what they may, 
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ough the Flemming war there were two sides to the 
quarrel through Allen townsnip. 

Asa Flemming was a school teacher, and son of a preacher, but it 
is said by the Perkins men that he claimcd more than $20 acres, the 
amouut prescribed by the Claim Club, and the law of the State. his 
ras a common Offense in many places, but Flemming’s claim to the 
Jand of Perkins is suid to have been a flimsy one. We are now giv- 
ing the Perkins side of the story. His father, James Flemming, said 
in the presence of one of the most reliable men in the county, “Asa, 
you have no right to that claim!” Perkins wantcd to sell the claim 
to John Watts, an old neighbor of Mr. MeGothen in Indiana; but 
Asa Flemming gave Mr. Watts to understand that he should contest 


his right to it. Perkins was sued by Asa, and in the end had a good 


deal of money to pay outin his defense to the claim—then for re- 
venge, he laid claim to a part of Asa’s land in another place. The 
sequel to the quarrel we have mentioned on another page, and as 
Mr. Watts kept the claim from Perkins, our opinion is, in the quarrel, 
there was blame after all, on both sides. Rev. Mr. Flemming sided 
with Asa, and the Methodists generally sided with the father, and in 
this way public opinion was moulded against Perkins. 

The Methodists had a class in Allen township as early as the fall 
of 1847, and were popular in these pioncer times, with all their faults: 
for their itinerant system blessed the pioneers, even beyond civiliza- 
tion. 

Bloomfield township bordered Allen on the west, and extending 
to the line of Dailas was a long stretch of prairie, mostly, for many 
years. i 

One of the carliest settlers was a man named Owen Edgarton, 
who built his cabin on the Indianola road in 1847, James Smith, 
the pioneer nurseryman, pulled up stakes in Delaware township in 


1849 and settled on the farm he now owns; and then enlarged his 
-nursery to supply farmers with orchards. Being awhole souled 


man—his word as good as a bond, farmers bought of him every 
where. Mr. Chiles and Mr. Smith settled in Bloomfield about the 
same time. 

H. C. Hargus from Indiana and Elijah Jones came in 1853. The 
former bought out a claim which the owner had improved a little by 
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breaking the sod and building a house with four rooms, partitioned 
off with bed quilts. Mr. Margus and family lived through the win- 
ter ot 1853-4 in this way, but as the weather was remarkably fine, no 
serious results followed the exposure. 

Rey. Me. Fink used to preach in the neighborhood—the eongre- 
gation were Methcdist—so was the clergyman. 

Smith Means lived, in Mr. Hargus’ barn through the winter of 
1855-6, and their daughter, a cherry checked lass, wedded « preacher 
named Diltz here in the stall. There was a large number of guests 
present, and if there were no marriage gifts or marriage bell, the 
wedding was a lively one itis said. The young couple moved toa 
farm in the west side of Bloomtield, and in a year or two Mrs. Dilts 
died from fever. | 

Perry Davis, a little thirteen months old baby—a flower of great 
beauty, fell into the hands of the Reaper, Death, in the winter of 
1854. ee . 
Two families, Phillips and Blye, lived in this section in an early 
day. They gave their names to the school house in the northeast 
corner of the township; George Bentley was one of the early magis- 
trates in the ncighborhood—perhans the first Justice of the Peace. 

‘Miss Foreman, a pretty school marm taught the first school in the 
Hargus ncighborhood. 

‘Wheat was thirty cents per bushel in the shock this season, and 
after thrashing out was measured’ and paid for by Mr. Hargus. 
Wheat was generally thrashed by tramping with horses and oxen, 
but in 1854 threshing machines, McCormick’s reapers and Manning’s 
mowing machine, made their appearance oecasionally. Very few 
farmers were able to buy them. 


Avon, a village laid out on the west side of Allen township, was a 


market for butter and eggs in 1856-7. It was situated on the Knox- 


rille and Fort Des Moines turnpike about midway between Carlysle 
and the county seat. 

The proprictor, Charles Keeney, saw at least twenty houses build 
up in the course of a year or two—a large hotel, several shops and 
stores, and aneat chapel for the Methodists was erected in 1859. 
Stephen Shelton was one of the villagers in 1856. Dr. Myrike and 
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Dr. Bishop were the physicians. Jonathan Keency had a store with 


a little of everything in it to sell to the farmers. Eliza Kenworth, 


afterward Mrs. Gaddis, was tho first school teacher of the classic- ¥ 
named Avon. 

The landlord of the hotel said, “I mean to beat Martin X. Tucker, 
who used to treat his guests in a hostile manner, and put on a con- 
dition to his house.” 

Over the line in Allen township, Warren county, lived a family 
well known for their generous hospitality—the Benders. The daugh- 
ters married well; one married Daniel Hiskey of Monroe; another, 
John D. MeGlothen, after the death of his wife in 1861. 

The Avon cemetery was handsomely laid out, even in the ruder 
times; and flowers, shrubs, end evergreens-are still remaining a mon- 
ument to the taste cf the Avon ladies. 

Avon Station, on the I. & W. BR. BR., is about’a mile from the dilap- 
idated village, which is now rapidly passing away. It has a grocery 
kept by William D. McGlothen and his brother, at the Avon station 
house. There are no other buildings. Dr. Hull of Carlysle practices 
in this vicinity, and being so near the city of Des Moines, shopping 
and buying is done there principally. 

Keokuk prairie is now dotted with magnificent farms, -small 
groves of the beautiful elms common in Polk county adorn the 
landscape, orchards bending with fruit and ornamented gardens, 
show the taste and culture of the neighborhood. John D. McGlot- 
fen has a farm of 873 acres, fenced well, excellent buildings—a large 
herd of cattle including a few thoroughbreds—the whole a domain 
fitfor a prince. He paid four hundred dollars for his claim and had 
a little money left. 

Not far from his house, Reeves encamped with his fleeing family 
on their way to Missouri from the righteous indignation of the north 
river men. Jeeves’ wagon burned up partly in the night from the 
camp fires, and the good mob mado him up a purse to re-imburse 
him for his loss. 

Northwest from old Avon, lives G. B. Scott, a farmer who came 
in 1852 to Lynn Grove in Warren county, but at the time was a citi- 
zen of Polk, it being in the disputed territory. In 1854 he moved to 
his present home but lived in his barn @ year or two, before build- 
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ing a house. A man named Shotwell came along in 1854, and 
bought up all the hogs in this section—the first drove was sent to 
eastern markets—nine hundred inall. The fellow, after realizing on 
his stock, cheated the farmers out of their money, as he did not pay 
in advance as stock dealers do to-day. Mr. Scott lost $250. Mr. 
M*Glothen, $2,000.00 of his hard carnings, and other farmers differ- 
ent sums, 
Mr. Scott for a while teamed from Fort Des Moines to Iowa City 
and Keokuk—being an honest affable gentleman was full of business. 
He afterward bought thousands of bushels of grain, and stock for 
Murphy, the extensive dealer in cattle and hogs. Mr. Scott built 
; the first house in Savannah, Missouri. 
, We give ashowing of the amount of taxable property at se as- 
sessed valuation which is returned for the year 18538, by Samuel 
Grey, Treasurer of Polk county. 


Land—number of acres, 151,683 Value $664,52 
Town lots, 639 . 92, et 
Horses, 1,415 fi 67,073 
Cattle, 3,716 4 51, 532 
Sheep, 3,099 a 4.537 
Swine, 5,137 ”% 10,722 700% 
Capital | in manufactures, 6,350 
a mer chandise, a 28,311 
é Number of carriage, 600 e? 23,925 
| Moneys and credits, x 60,000 
All other property, “ 6,694 
Total, ” 1,016,409 


It will be seen that the value of swine was three-fourths greater 
than the manufacturing capital, and that the monies of different 
: firms through the county engaged in merchandising would searcely 
buy the fancy goods in a respectable dry goods store of to-day. It 
seems almost incredible that in twenty years such wonderful changes 
should take place. 


New Years day was pleasantly celebrated through the county— 
the weather being quite pleasant. , 

The next day, January 2nd, Antony Yant and his son Levi, came 
through the long journey from Stark county, Ohio, to Fort Des 
Moines. Being pleased with the future Capitol of Iowa, concluded 
to remain; and going over the wide prairics in Delaware township, 
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they selected section twelve. But another gentleman who had a 
land warrant was delighted with the same locality: and had it not 
been for Mr. A. Yant’s flect horse, the land warrant man would have 
held it. | vo 

Mr. Yant. rented acabin of Stephen Harvey, and moved into the 
humble dwelling in March. There was no windows or door-—the 
cattle had lain down on its puncheons all winter—the fowls of the 
air, or Harvey’s chickens had roosted against the smoked rafters: 
the whole appearance was enough to frighten as good a housekeeper 
as Mrs. Yant. ‘To keep the snow and the wolves out, a sheepskin was 
hung in the window, and a quilt at the door, while one of the farm 
wagons was used as a pantry, closet, bath room, and children’s nurs- 
ery.” 

Mr. Yant made an addition of eight feet to his mansion by digging 
down four feet into the ground, and setting up boards against the 
main part. Now, he has a splendid farm of four hundred acres, and 
an orchard of one thousand apple trees,and many other -comforts 
about his home. 

Stephen Harvey came to this precinct called Delaware, as early as 
1851, and by the time of the settling of the Yant’s, had a respectable 
farm house, where prayer meetings were held, and preaching on 
Sabbath days, by Jacob Butts, a licensed exhorter of the M. E. Church. 
He also had a singing school in operation the sume Summer. 

Southward three miles, lived John Harlen, who located in that 
part of the township, near Four Mile,in 1851. These families formed 
a Methodist class in an early day. 

Stephen Harvey built asaw millon Little Four Mile Creek in 
the spring of 1854, which was a great he}p to the settlers here. 

The march of an army is terrible—not so the march of improve- 


ment and civilization—as irresistible under our natidn’s flag, but 


quiet, without noise, and blessing humanity in the sunshine of its 
power. 

Mr. I. H. Woodrow stayed a few weeks at Trullinger’s Grove, in 
Beaver township, but locating on the next section north east from 
Mr. Yant’s. He moved his family in the spring, to alittle home there. 
He had bought his lumber at Tidrick’s mill, above Saylorville, and 
finding an old canoe sixty feet long, built by the soldiers, he filled 
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it with the house lumber, and landing his freight at East Des Moines, 
he snaked the canoe over the snow slush by the help of six yoke 
of oxen. His brother Benjamin Woodrow, came into the neighbor-: 
hood about the same time. Mr. I. H. Woodrow has been a prominent 
man in the county, holding several important offices from the State. 

John H. Robinson, and Benjamin his brother, added his family to 
the little settlement the same season, 1854. 

A.C. Vandoren, now a wealthy farmer living not far from the 
south west corner of Franklin, settled in 1856, and raised that year 
three thousand dollars worth of corn. 

Delaware precinct was at first ten miles long north and south. 
Larned Case, a very excellent man, was the first Justice here, and 
after the precinct was divided into Douglas township, Calvin Thorn- 
ton was the first elected magistrate in the new precinct. 

Rev. Mr. Summerville, a New Light clergyman, preached at Mr. 
Woodrow’s house. He was an able man, and now President of a 
Thelogical College in Nebraska. 

Rev. Mr. Florey, a Dunkard, held forth his peculiar tenets of faith 
at Daniel Yants, a cousin of the Yant family, and the preacher was 
flattered with a good attendance. 

The first school taught in the Yant and Woodrow neighborhood, 
by Mr. Phenicia, from Pennsylvania, was also a success. 

All through the summer and fall of 1854, there was so many prairie 
chickens, geese, and cranes, that the standing grain was very much 
injured by their terrible rapacity. 

The Robinsons both lost their wives some time in 1857. Pioneer 
life was a sad experience to many of the women of Iowa, and they 
often sunk under the trials and hardships incident to the mc ern 
of a new country. RO aE SU VP a Aes ie a 
There was a terrible fire in 1868, that swept over the prairie seul 
of Petersburg or Altoona, burning up a large amount of property. 

On the 25th of March, 1854, Thomas Mitchell sold out his hotel at 
Apple Grove to Mr. Keith. For afew years it had been a noted lo- 
cality to the traveling community, as the landlord was a genial, pleas- 
antman. Keithalsomadefriends. His bar-room had a large Frank- 
lin stove, and on the floor, beds were made ina hurry, about ten 
o’clock, for every place, hole, and corner was full, from chimney to 
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foundation. Mr. Mitchell moved to the place westward about a mile, 
known as Humphrey’s tavern, for years. 

The large four horse coaches that came in daily from Iowa City 
and Keokuk, by the way of Tort Des Moines through to Council 
Bluffs, made their appearance the same day that Ma. Mitchell sold 
out to Keith. The Western Stago Company had been organized in 
the winter, buying out all the hack lines owned by Frink and Walker, 
Chiles and Hall, and in time this organization became aco-operative 
body, buying and selling farms, owning town lots, hiring men, buii- 
ding coaches, ete. Col. Hooker was one of the prominent men con- 
nected with the company. 

In June, 1854, Mr. Mitchell and Jerry Church, Esq., laid out the 
town of Jericho, just north of Humphrey’s station on the prairie. 
Jericho did not fall down by the blowing of ram’s horns, for it never 
built wp to any greatextent, There was but one house built, and 
the usual number of stakes. The advertised sale of lots was well 
attended, but it was too far from water and other advantages. | 

The Crimean war, and the Know Nothing party, as well as the 
Kansas and Nebraska bill, made up many of the news items in the 
Fort Des Moines Star till the commencement of the Grimes cam- 
paign in the summer. 

There were Know Nothing Lodges in every part of the county 
by the time of the August election. 

Sometimes the members met in barns, again in shops, and “none 
but Americans should rule America.” Foreigners were to be ta- 
booed, and no quarters to Irish or Dutch in polities. The candidate 
was blindfolded, took a solemn oath, and upon pain of death was not 
to divulge any secrets of the order. 

“Seatter Sam!” These were bits of red eard-board, out diamond 
shape, and were scaitered round town to denote a meeting. There 
were no regular appointments, but notices of meetings were passed 
by the grip of the brother’s hand. This order had much to do with 
the political world of 1854-5. 

Grimes, of Burlington, was nominated by them and the Whigs for 
Governor. Rufus B. Clark, of Salem, Henry county, was nominated 
for Congress. He was a brother of Grace Greenwood—talented and 
strong anti-slavery, fighting Douglas’ Nebraska bill with his whole 
strength. 
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Hon. J. C. Jordan of Walnut township, was the Whig nominee for 
State Senator in the Senatorial District comprising Polk, Guthrie, 
and Jallas. Judge McKay was their candidate for re-election on the 
Judicial bench. For the House, the Whig candidate was A.M. Lyon, 
Sheriff of the county. He was a brother of Jonathan Lyon, a very 
excellent man, who settled at Des Moines in 1848, The family had 
influence, and Mr. Lyon was elected by a handsome majority. He 
was Quarter-master in the 23d Regiment Iowa Infantry, but took his 
rifle and went into the ranks at the battle of Black River Bridge, and 
was killed in the fight—one of the bravest men of the war. 


The Democrats met’ in convention in June, and nominated for 
Governor, Hon. Curtis Bates of Fort Des Moines, the editor of the 
Star, a courteous educated gentleman. ‘This was done for asop to 
the western part of the State, and a compliment to Mr. Bates for his 
great services to the party. 

Augustus C. Hall, the Democratic candidate for Congress, was un- 


tiring, and a fine speaker. His cyes were a Saxon blue, and his hair 


quite light. When “Tow head” got the stump, he would stigmatize 
Clark, his opponent, with ugly names, and lug in the Constitution 
to prove the right of slave holders to take “niggers” to the Territo- 
ries. | 

The Congressional District extended all over the southern part of 
the State from the north line of Marshall county; and in some pla- 
ces the liquor question came up to disturb the black pool of polities. 

Hall was elected over Clark. When the news came to Fort Des 
Moines that the town had been honored by a nomination for the 
highest office in the State, a jollification was held at Stutsman hotel. 
Hon. Isaac Cooper, Tidrick, Cassady, and Walker, McHenry, all 
made speeches, and drank toasts. Hon. D. C. Finch, one of the 
ablest speakers in the county, elaborated the glories of the Demo- 
cratic party. John M. Barnard, a hero of the Mexican war, and a 
Texan Ranger, told what he would do for the Des Moines river and 
Polk county, if elected Representative. His war record was no 
great help it is said, and he was defeated by it, and Lyon’s personal 
popularity. 

The Democrats were not considered economical in town matters. 
A corps ¢#?# ++e< foreigners were kept up ata large expense to 
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work on the streets; this, and Hon. J. C. Jordah’s friends working so 
energetically, and the long rule of the Democrats, made Bryan’s 
chances so close, that although Theophilus Bryan, of Guthrie, county 
received the certificate of election, yet Mr. Jordan contested his seat 
in the Legislature, and succeeded in representing the Senatorial Dis- 
trict. 

Barnard left the country disgusted, and went to Rochester N ew 
York. 

Hon. P. M. Cassady visited Marshaltown, and falling quietly into 
Anson’s and Rice’s scheme to make thata county seat, he was 
treated like a prince, and his horse was fed in the court room where 
poor Judge McRay had presided with so much dignity. 

Cassady had done Marietta a favor, while Judge McKay had 
worked alone for re-election. Cassady carried the county by An- 
son’s help, who was a powerful opponent. But in Newton, the liquor 
question killed him. Judge MeRay preached a temperance sermon, 
while his right bower, Dr. Ault, held the whiskey bottle for him to 
taste, when he was through. Ault d d the Dutch and his Know 
Nothing Lodges, which he considered carried the Whig ticket entire 
in Jasper county. 


Grimes was ashrewd politician. While he was writing letters 
and baiting many personal friends among the Germans and Irish 
catholics of the river towns, his Know Nothing friends in the interior 
were like Ault, working against foreigners. With Clark’s oratory, 
there was a growing conviction in the men’s minds that slavery must 
be confined to the States. Grimes also speechified warmly against 
the Kansas bill. 


At Fort Des Moines, there was dissension. The Democratic nom- 
inee lived on the west side, and his interests lay there. East Des 
Moines was forming a company to build the Capitol on this side of 
the river, and Grimes bought quite a large amount of real estate. 
He also assured the east side that his influence through the official 
term would be in favor of the State House being built there. With 
these advantages over Bates, Grimes carried the State by a thousand 
majority. No great victory Aer all. Hon. P. M. Cassady was elec- 
ted Judge by a large vote over McKay, who removed to Kansas 
soon after the campaign. RPt 
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The Des Moines River Navigation Company was in bad odor in 
1854—an investigation called for, and as the Judge was one of the 
officers of the company, fearful it might effect his political reputa- 
tion, it hastened his exit from the Hawkeye country. 

Polk county cast nine hundred votes at this election—a tie on the 
Governor’s vote. Tax receipts $10,616.16 for 1854. Samuel Gray, 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Cassady finding a judicial position with only a thousand a 
year small pay compared with the Land office, went back to the old 
place, and Gov. Hempstead, among his last political acts, and for 
political reasons, among them wishing to represent northern Iowa 
in Congress, he appointed McFarland of Boone, Cassady’s successor, 
so as to carry that section in his favor. 


Judge McFarland at times was a disgrace to the bench on account 
of his dissipated habits, but he had brilliant talents and a kind heart. 
At the fall term in November, 1854, at Marietta, in Marshall county, 
there was a divorce suit came up before the court. The first witness 
called was asked if he knew the parties present. “Oh no! not 
much,” he answered—“they are always fuddling and fighting 
around.” The Judge partly roused himself from his drunken stupor. 
“Fuddleing around and a-r-ound! next case.” Justice was satisfied, 
and so were the divorce parties. . 

At an other time, McFarland was so drunk that he could scarcely 
sit up in his chair—there was no pompous seat in an early day. 
Court was called in due form; lawyers, witnesses, jury and clients, 
all waiting, but the Judge looked vacantly around, nodded to the 
Sheriff, and mumbling “well! well! gentlemen, call this board to- 
morrow morning at eight o’clock,” and then staggered off to his ho- 
tel. 

There was no other way, only for justice to right herself. He 
often stayed at Esq. Nagle’s house over night, and had to be put to 
bed like a child. He was terribly profane, and even swore at law- 
yers, like a Flanders trooper. Judge McFarland was succeeded by 
Gov. Stone in 1857, and in 1858, Judge J. H. Gray was elected to the 
bench—a christian, scholar, and a fine lawyer. Judge Gray was born 
in Maryland, and graduated at Alleghany college in 1853; married 
Miss Maria Freeman of Massachusetts, in May, 1855, and set up 
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house keeping in Fort Des Moines, as the finale to their wedding 
trip. The young couple were members of the M. E. Church, and in 
its gatherings were leading members. Mrs. Gray was a remarkably 
fine conversationalist. j 

In 1862 Judge Gray was re-elected to the bench; but his health 
slowly failed from his official duties, and October 8th, 1865, the emi- 
nent jurist was called to the court of heaven; for in his peaceful 
death, he gave shining evidence of his christian character. 

He was suceceded by Judge C. C. Nourse, the boundaries of the 
Judicial District afterward being much circumscribed. Judge Nourse 
made an enviable reputation, especially in financial decisions—a man 
of fine executive ability, and he remained on the bench until 1871, 
when he was succeeded by Judge W. W. Maxwoll of Indianola, the 
present incumbent. 


After County Judge Burbridge’s death, Bales filled the position a 
short time, when Napicr was elected by the Democrats in 1852. He 
was an honest man and made a good officer. In 1854 Judge Napier 
was a candidate for re-election, and succeeded in keeping his posi- 
tion. Judge Weeks and then Judge McClelland filled the position, 
until the office was legislated out of existenee—the Board of Super- 
visors attending to the finances of the county. Judge McClelland 
was afterwards elected Treasurer for four years, and is now County 
Clerk. 

Hon. Byron Rice continued Probate Judge for years, but by an 
act of the Legislature the business finally passed into the Clerk’s 
Office. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


Journalism in Des Moines—Local History in 1854—New State Capi- 
tal—Public Buildings, Banks, &e.—Church Orgarnizations—Inci- 
dents of 1856-7-8, Ce. ‘ 


Hon. D. O. Finch, through the Grimes campaign, became Editor 
of the Star, which in time was re-baptized the Argus. But journal- 
ism was not Mr. Finch’s bea ideal, and under a new management 
the Democratic organ moulded its policy as the Statesman. In Jan- 
uary, 1857, Will Porter, a shrewd writer and now known as a corres- 
pondent of the Chicago Times, assumed charge, and changed its 
name to the fowa State Journal. Stilson Hutchins, in 1858, bought 
out the paper, and in the ante-war period made it hot for abolition- 
ists and Republicans. He is now living in St. Louis and Editor of 
the Times. His partner, Todd, and himself, changed the name back 
to’the Lowa Statesman. 

This firm breaking down through the financial troubles which 
followed, Stevens & Hoxie-started the Commonwealth. This run for 
a little while, when the heading was again changed to the Times, and 
the proprietors sold to J. B. Bansman, Esq. He, and the company 
who owned a part of the paper, sold to Col. W. H. Merrit, a good 
writer, who changed the name, in 1862, to the Statesman, always the 
organ of the Democratic party. In time this changed hands, and the 
name was again changed to the State Leader, the popular organ of 
the Anti-Monopoly party of to-day. 


From the time of the Peter Myer’s combination in 1852, there 
was no Whig paper till 1855, when Thomas H. Shepherd established 
the Iowa Citizen. The next year Mr. Shepherd retired and Mr. 
Farner, a dissipated man but a good writer changed its polities to a 
Fremont paper. In May, the whole enterprise went into the hands 
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of J. C. Savery, Esq., who was assisted in the editorial department, 
it is said, by his talented wife, a brilliant writer. 

In December, 1857, John Teesdale and the unfortunate, yet clever 
Dixon, bought out Savery and until February 15, 1860, it ran along 
the tide of prosperity, when it was changed to the new name, Iowa 
State Register, and under new management. 

On the 8th of May, Mr. Teesdale retired, and the paper through 
the stormy times of the war was controlled by F. W. Palmer, now 
editor of the Inter-Ocean. To loyal men, its ringing notes were like 
the sound of a trumpet, for when it began to talk up negro suffrage, 
Republicans at first were astonished, but in a little time fell into its 
ways of thinking. The first daily paper in the city was the Register, 
Jan. 13th, 1862, and it kept up its circulation all over the State. Mr. 
Palmer becoming a Congressman, he sold out his interest to Mills & 
Co., and they to the Clarkson’s, December 6th, 1870. In that num- 
ber the Des Moines, Boone and Northern Railroad was favorably 
noticed—its line or track is the Narrow Guage of the present time. 
‘Al Swalm, now of the Fort Dodge Messenger, was on the local staff, 
and notices the arrival of “the brilliant Col. Sanford of Marshall- 
town” upon a lecture tour, and other well written items. The 
fiegister is now one of the leading papers in the West, and perhaps 
controls the action of the Republican party more than any other 
journal in Iowa, and generally is a fearless, safc counsellor—always 
newsy as an ege of meat. 

The Statesman office issued a Daily for years and the Leader has 
now a daily circulation of several thousand. 

"In the winter of 1858-9, General Duane Wilson, the veteran Agri- 
cultural writer, removed the Jowa Farmer from Mount Pleasant to 
Des Moines—changing it from a monthly to a weekly publication. 

In a few months he sold out to Hiram Torrey, who changed the 
name to Pioneer Farmer. After a sickly newspaper season he sold 
vut to S. Sims, and soon Sims tired of newspaper farming, sold out 
to Mark Miller, the Western editor of Downing’s Agriculturist, and 
a scientific observer of nature. In its new dress the paper was 
christened the Jowa IZomestead. In 1864, Mr. Miller sold to H. W. 
Pettit—he remaining its editor until his death in 1866, when the 
former bought the establishment back. The paper again changed 
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hands to Gencral Wilson, a true farmer’s friend, we sold to Dr. 
Sprague in 1873, and remains at the head at present. 

The Monthly Reporter was issued in July, 1858, by N. W. Mills & 
Co., continuing three years. | 

The Jowa School Journal first appeared here in July, 1859; Hon. 
Oran Faville, Superintendent of Public Instruction, its editor. 

The Tenperance Bulletin and Western Jurist were started in 
1866, and dicd out in other places. 

In 1872, the Daily Des Moines Republican was established, which 
had a successful run till the present season, when.it changed hands 
and was re-named the StateJowrnal. After a few months from tele- 
graphic difficulties the daily was changed to a weckly—popular and 
pleasant reading. 

There havo been minor publications by different parties, but 
these are the main points of the history of the Des Moines press. 
We now return to the historie page of 1854. 


John L. Smith from Illinois made Fort Des Moines his home this 
season. In 1829, he had crossed the Des Moines river when there 
was not a white settler in Iowa, but a few miners at Dubuque 
lead diggings. He was at the time an Indian fur trader for a Chi- 

-cago company, and saw none but red men for months. When the 
fur train crossed ariver, the wagon beds were taken from the run- 
ning part and in this way the beds being water tight, the whole sup- 
plies of the train were swam across. 

Mr. Smith lately deceased, was a man much thought of, although 
self confident and reliant at times. 

The ladies of Fort Des Moines all through this year, wrought 
hard for Sunday Schools and the churches. The Mite Societies 
were well patronized by the young men and ladies. Prominent was 
Mrs. Jonathan Lyon, who has lately passed before to the heavenly 
splendors. More especially in the Presbyterian church, she was de- 
voted to its interests, and for years was a light in the world as the 
Master directed. 

Society was made up of all people, and yet the refining influence 
of a few ladies like Mrs. Lyon gave tone to Fort Des Moines gather- 
ings, which were remarked by astern visitors, as “like home.” 

In the fall of 1855, a party of ladies was lost in the brushwood cast 
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of tho State House, and until nine in the evening they wandered 


around in the forest. 

Streets were laid out in East Des Moines, in 1854, but they were 
covered with water in every freshet, until the breakwater was built 
ten years later. Sidewalks did not appear until 1857. 

April, 1854, Walker’s Hotel was built on the east side of the river 
—Col. Williamson and the Griffiths made improvements around 
their handsome residences. Dr. A. Y. Hull from Lafayette removed 
to the place and built a pretty cottage. On the west side J. C. 
Savery, editor of the Citizen and his brother S. Savery, came with 
considerable capital and invested in real estate. The first named 
gentleman has been prominently connected with many of the public 
enterprises of the city of Des Moines. 

Hon. B. F. Allen started a Bank in the fall of 1854. Hoyt Sher- 
man & Co., previously did a loan business in their Exchange office, 
and both institutions were of great help to the merchants of the 
town. 

‘The Fifth General Assembly of the State of Iowa met at Iowa 
City in December 4th, 1854, and among their first acts was the ap- 
pointment of a Board of Commissioners, to re-locate the Capital of 
the State. This Board was composed of the following gentlemen : 
Hon. Guy Wells, Pegram of Council Bluffs, J. HW. D. Street of Wa- 
pello, Stewart Goodrell and John L. Crookham, Oskaloosa. 

The Board visited Fort Des Moines and Fast Des Moines; and 
after due deliberation assisted by cash presents, and bribes of real 
estate from the latter place—the capital was located—A. W. Scott 
having donated forty acres for the use of the State. 

A private company of East Des Moines capitalists was formed, 
consisting of Messrs. Scott, Turner, Williamson, Griffiths and others, 
to build a State House. Mechanies on the east side wrought 
cheaper for the object. On the west side there was an indignation 
mecting held to denounce the action of the Commissioners, where 
the most fiery speeches gave vent to the voleano of feeling. But 
before the meeting was over wiser councils prevailed; Judge Cas- 

sady made them sec it was as good for Fort Des Moines as the east 
side. Harmony sprang up in time and perhaps no people in the 


world has wrought more lovingly together than the twain, to make 
the whole a beautiful and prosperous city. 
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The State House was two years tn building, and jin 1857 was 
ready for the Seventh General Assembly—it cost about thirty-five 
thousand dollars. Itis abrick strueture, dimensions 150 fect in 
length and fifty-six in width, architecture Ionic. The new State 
House nearly opposite will be a magnificent building when finished, 
and cost the State about two million of dollars. 

At the Legislature of 1854-5, lobbies from Iowa City, Oskaloosa, 
Marshalltown and Newton, tried to bring in bills by the members 
from their different localities, to re-locate the capital, but there was 
no change made. 

In the Constitutional Convention which met Jan. 19th, 1857, the 
re-location of the capital came up again. Todhunter of Lafayette, 
Skiff of Newton, members from the Western part of the State, 
were determined things should remain as they were, and no more 
chauges made; so that in the new Constitution Iowa City was given 
the State University and Des Moines the Capital. This being 
made the organic law of the land, the records were removed in June, 
1857—the archives and heavy safe were put upon a low truck, and 
six yoke of meek looking oxen brought the ark of safety to Des 
Moines, over the muddy roads to the city. 

_ IZf the Capitol building was to remain on the East side, Fort Des 
Moines citizens were determined to bring their town up to a high 
degree of prosperity, and finally be united. 


In the Spring of 1855 the Exchange Block was commenced, and 
in the Winter completed. It is still standing on the corner of Third 
and Walnut strects, and much of the business about town was done 
in ’55 within its walls. The Land Office, Des Moines Navigation Co., 
and some of the law offices were there. It cost $32,000. Sherman’s 
Block, built by Hoyt Sherman, Esq., Hon. R. L. Tidrick and Hon. P. 
M. Cassady, was completed in 1856. In this building, which cost 
$25,000, the Post Office and Sherman’s Banking House was removed 
that season. 

In May, 1855, at the Lutheran Conference at Knoxville, a College 
was determined on to meet the wants of that denomination. Fort 
Des Moines, through statements made by the large-hearted Dr. 
Grinnell, and other members of the church, gave $10,000 as a build- 
ing fund to the college, which was accepted. In November, 1855, a 
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Board of Trustees elected Rev. R. Weiser, Rey. F. R. Sherer, Capt. 
FF. R. West, BR. W. Sypher, Esq., Hon. P. M. Caggady, and’ Dre. 
Grimmell. | ; 

A charter was given by the Legislature of 1855, and the corner 
stone was laid Muy 22d, 1856. The work went slowly on through the 
financial embarrassinents of 1857, and the building was finished in 
the Fall. A new Board of Trustees was in the meantime elected 
from different parts of the State, comprising twenty-five gencrous, 
active workers in the interests of education. Irom Fort Des Moines 
were selected Capt. I’. R. West, R. W. Sypher, Esq., Dr. Brooks, Prof. 
‘Weiser, one of the Faculty, Dr. Grinnell, F. A. Tritle, Lsq., J. B. Zeig- 
lefieBs MT. Cassady, Rey. Mr. Bird, Madison Young, Esq. 

In connection with the College interests, a Literary Society was 
organized in October, 1855. Lectures were delivered through the 
Winter of 1856-7. One by Will Porter, the Editor: “Types of Man- 
kind.” Dr. Hull: “Do the signs of the times indicate a subversion 
of the government?” Judge Gray: “Ben. Franklin and Young 
America.” TT. H. Sypherd: “ Who reads an American book?’ The 
lectures were well patronized, and gave general satisfaction. 

The Demoine House, corner of Walnut and Virst; the old Everett 
House on Third street; Collins House, Market street House and the 
Grout House, wore all finished in 1856. Two bridges were built over 
the Des Moines, and one over the Coon was built the same year. 
The Savery House, which was written up in the Des Moines papers, 
“costing 360,000, and the finest hotel west of the Mississippi 
and north of St. Louis,” was erected in 1857. The elite of the city at- 
tended concerts and public performances in Sherman’s Hall at this 
time. 

Among the prominent arrivals of 1855 in Fort Des Mones were S. 
I’. Spofford, G. M. Hippee, Col. M. M. Crocker, cne of the bravest 
heroes of the war, J. A. Williams, H. Scribner, and others whom we 
cannot notice for lack of space. 

The brick block near where the Jones House now stands, was 
built in 1856. The first brick house in East Demoine was built by 
Dr. Brooks in 1851. The Doctor floated the material on a raft, from 
the brick yard down Coon bottom, in the high water period, and fin- 
ished it up in the Fall. It is still standing at the foot of the railroad 
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bridge. N. BG. Cooley, a noted brick-maker, settled in East Demoine 
in 1855, and not only “ made bricks without straw,” but was the pop- 
ular landlord of the Cooley House, which was built the next year. 

In. July, 1856, the Christian Church (west side) was organized. 
under the preaching of Elder N. Summerbell, a powerful revivalist. 
Membership, seventeen. ; 

The Episcopalians were organized the year previous; Rey. KE. W. 
Pect, Rector. In 1857, the nuwhber of communicants was twenty-five. 

The total valuation of taxable property in Polk county, for 1856, 
was $4,057,603—increase in three years of over three million dollars. 

The United States Express Company established an office in Fort 
Des Moines in November, 1856. It had a heavy business from the 
start, as the country was then receiving an impetus in trade which it 
uever had before. 

A difficulty occurred at Scott’s floating bridge over Coon, which 
may be well to notice. Perry and Jack Ware were employed by 
Scott to help in navigation. Scott retired for the day on. business, 
and ordered a man by the name of Sam Heiner to take his place. 
An Irishman was also employed to help in case of necessity, in load- 
ing heavy freights. Heiner assumed command, which vexed the 
other men, and they refused to obey orders. After a war of words, 
Jack Ware drew his knife on Heiner, and Perry advanced also to 
help his brother. The Irishman, the third man to whip, stood at the 
Wares’ shoulder in front. Heiner was a powerful man, but in the 
space of three minutes he had reduced his enemies to nothing with a 
knife, stabbing the Wares twice, so that they did not walk about in 
a good many weeks. Not relishing this hors dw combat, they swore 
“death to Heiner,” after he had been arrested and released by the 
court, Their threats were so fearful, Heiner finally left the county 
and went to Kansas. 

In the winter of 1856-7, W. H. Meachem, Esq., got on the trail of 
horse-thieves and murderers, as he thought, but it afterwards was 
proved that he was mistaken in his suspicions. These local matters 
caused great excitement at the time. 

In the Spring of 1857, a few days after the Spirit Lake massacre 
—the whole community being horrified with the Indian atrocities so 
near at home—word came that the Sioux were coming down to Fort 
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Dodge, and from thero to Polk county. There were no telegraphs 
then, nd railroads, and the stage-coach only made semi-weekly trips 
to Boonesboro, the capital of Boone county. 

The Sioux were a terror. Many left their business and com- 
menced immediately to rub up their guns. A mecting was called; 
the Des Moines Guards went,through a series of drills and military 
evolutions, and with all the pomp and circumstance of war, received 
in a day or two a stand of colors, beautifully painted by W. S. Wheel- 
er, and presented by him in a patriotic speech. For aweck the noise 
of fife and drum mude the air lively with enthusiasm; scouts were 
sent out—Scott, Thomas and another gentleman—who dared the 
dangers of the upper country, to find the enemy and report. 


Word went out to the adjoining towns, that “Des Moines meant 
fight; for she had Yankee Doodle for breakfast, Hail Columbia for 
dinner, and the Star Spangled Banner for tea.” In a few days the 
scouts returned, and reported no Sioux within two hundred miles of 
Fort Dodge. 

“In August, 1858, among ignorant people there was another scare 
about a comet, that appeared in the western horizon with a macnifl- 
cent train, yet the beautiful visitor was not half as dangerous as a 
Des Moines belle with a court train at an evening reception. 


The year 1856 was a prosperous one to the country. Emigration 
brought gold and silver; towns were laid out; real estate was “ ki- 
ting”; speculation ran wild. But in 1857, the dreadful winter having 
left such a memory on many of the inhabitants, that they removed 
southward, and back again to the East. Then the depression from 
the Crimean War in Europe, and other causes in the Atlantic cities, 
brought on the hard times of 1857-8. Wild eat currency was not in 
circulation so much in Polk county as in other portions of the State, 
_ for Hon. B. F. Allen, Hoyt Sherman, Esq., and others, kept their own 
paper above board, and carried other banks along with them. 

In May, 1857, potatoes were three dollars per bushel, corn as high 
as two dollars, and flour $6.75 per hundred cash in the city markets. 
In other places where credit was asked, or trades were made, provis- 
ions were still higher; for the heavy emigration of the year previous, 
and the late Spring, had swept the markets clean. 

In 1856, Keith sold out the Apple Grove tavern to Lambert Stern- 
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berg, Esq., from New York, who kept an excellent hotel for years.— 
The same season P. H. Humphrey bought out Mr. Mitchell, and kept 
stage station and Post Office until 1872. Mr. Humphrey had a dis- 
tributing Post Office—sending mail to Benington, Adelphi and Van- 


dalia, This hotel was always crowded. 


In June, 1857, Mitchelltown was laid out by Hon. Thomas Mitch- 
ell, on the stage road that came direct from Newton, across the 
Plummer bridge. The town had about a dozen houses, two hotels, a 
good high school building, but still it did not grow, although the 
location was very pleasant. | 

David L, Matturn bought a farm near here this season, and even 
in this later date from the commencement of our pioneer story, there 
were many comforts lacking to make a farmer happy. It was nine 
miles to Reed & Fansler’s Mill, on Skunk river, and seventeen to 
Des Moines to obtain groceries, cte. The roads were still-bad, sev- 
entecn years ago, in the ante-railroad period—very few good bridges 

Ten years later, one of the liveliest villages in Iowa, Mitchellville 


was laid out on the line of the Rock Island R. R. and here the gener- 


ous liberality of its proprietor is shown in the splendid college which 
has become such a success fora few months. Mr. Mitchell gave 
twenty thousand dollars to the institution of learning. 

Beaver township had no drafts through the war, and was loyal to 
the core. Some beautiful farms are found within its borders. Eli 
Trullinger’s, Mr. Delaney’s, Blyler’s well cultivated “eighty,” and 
Mr, Wheeler’s plantation. He is an old settler of 1848. 

There was an cxtra session of the Sth General Assembly, that 
convened July 2d, 1856, called by General Grimes, in the railroad in- 
terest. Congress had finally yielded to the memorials and petitions 


of the people of Iowa, and gave grants of land to the State, lying 


within its borders, for the purpose of building a road from Burling- 
ton across to the mouth of Platte river on the Missouri—trom the city 
of Davenport, by the way of Iowa City, Fort Des Moines to Council 
Bluffs; from Lyons City to Maquoketa, thence on the 42d parallel 
across to the Missouri, and from the city of Dubuque to the mouth 
of Tete Des Morts, near Sioux City. 

Every alternate section of land not occupied by settlers, for six 
sections in width, on each side of said roads, was given to them. 
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When the settlers had already occupied lands within the above men- 
tioned boundaries, the nearest contiguous seetions were given the 
poor, Legging railroads. 

There was a proviso in section 4, that, until twenty miles of the 
the line was completed, and certified to by the Governor, then one 
hundred and twenty sections should be sold at the double minimum 
price, or $2,50 per acre. The roads must be completed within ten 
years, or the lands revert to the United States. 

The property and troops of the United States were to be free 
frowi toll, or any transportation charges—the mail at such a price us 
Congress might direet. Vhere is no mistaking the idea that in these 
grants, the railroads were publie highways and to be controlled by 
the Legislature of Iowa and Congress. 

The first act of the Legislature was to accept the grant and exe- 
cute the trust conferred on the State of Iowa. The Legislature 
directs in the construction of the roads, the width of track, ete., ancl 
dn section Lt of the Act, says, “Said railroad companies aceepting 
the provisions of this act, shall at all times be subject to such rues 
and regulations as may from time ta time be enacted, and provided 
Jor by the General Assembly of Iowa, not inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this act, and the act of Congress making the grant.” 

Clearly, the railroads of Iowa were considered public highways 
to be controlled by legislation, and in the early days were not the 
defiant monopolies that they are now. 

Section loth declares too: “It shall be the duty of the companies 
receiving the benefits of this act, to make a regular annual report of 
their proceedings at the usual time and place of electing their 
officers, exhibiting a detailed statement as far as practicable of the 
amount of their cxpenditures, liabilities, ete —a copy of which shall 
be filed in the oflice of the Secretary of State. 

How odd it would look to read over the details of watering stock, 
the liabilities and expenditures of the officers, and the inside of the 
rings of our Iowa railroads. 

Several memorials were asked of Congress by the Legislature for 
Jand grants to aid in the construction of more roads, one for the 
Keokuk, Fort Des Moines and Minnesota railroad, which recejved 
the franchises of the Des Moines River Navigesjgn Company. The 
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route was surveyed in the summer of 1857, and under the name of 
the Des Moines Valley railroad, it reached Ottumwa in 1859, and Des 
Moines in 1866. 

The Mississippi and Missouri railroad received its land grant, and 
then in a beseeching tone, begged Polk county for that little bonus 
of 300,000 given to its rival—the Lyons Central having 
petered out. The vote of September 18th, 1856, gave this money to 
the road—depot grounds and right of way in many places were 
given, but the hard times of 1857-8 coming on, it followed the fate of 
its rival, and went to the land of shadows with bewailed wrecks of a 
dozen lines proposed to the mouth of Coon. 

Fort Des Moines vexed, distrustful of everything in the railroad 
name, rescinded the above vote, and the money never was paid or 
county bonds given, although a strong pressure was put upon Judge 
Napier of the County Court. 

After the war was over, the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacifie rail- 
road became by act of the Legislature the heir in law of the Missis- 
sippi and Missouri railroad, and reached Polk county twelve years 
afterward. 

On the 3d of February, 1857, at the regular session of the Sixth 
General Assembly, Fort Des Moines was incorporated a city, and 
under its new name, Des Moines, more euphonious than the first, re- 
ceived its charter. May 4th, the following named officers were 
elected: Col. W. H. McHenry, Mayor; Councilmen—First Ward, Wie 
A. Hunt, J. F. Kemp—Second, F. R. West, L. White—Third, I. 
Cooper, W. C. Burton—Fourth, R. L. Tidrick, M. Lawrence—Fifth, 
J. W. Stanton, G. W. Connor—Sixth, H. H. Griffith, J. A. Williamson 
—Seventh, W. A. Scott, J. Hyde. 

At the Presidential election held November 4th, 1856, the number 
of votes cast in Allen, Beaver, Camp, Delaware, Des Moines, Elkhart, 
Four Mile, Franklin, Jefferson, Madison, Saylor and Washington 
townships, was set down in the records as total, 2,269, a gain in two 
years of over thirteen hundred votes, 
$88—Fillmore, 92. 

Des Moines, after receiving its charter in 1857, sent out to the 
world a welcome to her borders, and in superlative language made 

Teports of the fertility of soil, natural resources of Polls county in 
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minerals and the manufacturing advantages of the city. The water 
power was not half einployed, and an invitation to capitalists was 
sent abroad to visit the place, and invest money not to only their 
own benetit but for the people of Des Moines. 

The stages were crowded with passengers, beside every private 
eonveyance from the East brought individuals who came “to see 
the country.” Farms improved—changed hands, fences and bridges 
built over the sloughs, and the tide of prosperity kept up till along 
in the summer and fall of the hard times. 

In 1857, the following manufactories were in successful oper- 
ation. A large planing and turning establishment, sash and door 
factory, a foundry on the east side, wu carding machine by steam, and 
a number of saw and grist mills. This was all, but it shows the 
energy in which things were pushed in an early day. 

The Post Office in May, 1857, in Sherman’s Block, reeeived three 
tons and a half of mail matter, weekly—thirty-cight thousand letters 
were received every quarter, and five hundred newspapers were 
taken weekly, beside the county newspapers. There were tive hun- 
dred and seventy-six boxes and eighty drawers in the office. Wesley 
tedhead, Postmaster. : 

Land was worth from three to thirty dollars an acre in Polk 
eounty—the latter price being given tor lands near Des Moines. 

The Tifth Street M. E. Church was commenced in the Spring, and 
was partly completed in time for the Des Moines Conference, which 
opened Septembor 23d, 1857, Bishop Ames presiding, who had been 
twenty-five years then in the work of Methodism. 

A Southerner asked for license to preach, who had no scruples 
about slavery on his conscience. One of the ministers opposed him, 
but a certain Elder and the Quarterly Conference carried the south- 
ern brother through all opposition, and he was licensed to preach 
against sin, preached too that slavery was a divine institution—a 
paradox which we can scarcely realize to-day. 

The Wesleyan University asked subscriptions, and $4000 
were pledged at the time. Judge Lowe of Muscatine, an ardent 
Methodist, was present, and some one jokingly told him to give 
largely, as it would make votes for him in the coming campaign—he 
being a candidate for Gubernatorial honors. The Judge probably 
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gave something—at any rate, he succeeded in getting to be the Gov- 
ernor of the State. 


Bishop Ames was a large, heavy set man, with black, deep set 
eyes, and he had a way of keeping them half closed through the 
long conference debates. In the examination of candidates, one, 
who was not received made the sneering remark, “I hope the fath- 
ers in Israel will remeinber their own examination.” ‘The Bishop 
slowly opened his piercing eyes, yet with a voice like a summer 
breeze, he rejoined quietly, “ Brother, we have no evidence as yest 
that they have forgotten them,” and the discomfited candidate wilted 
behind his theological works. James Harlan was ordained a deacon 
in the Conference—the venerable Dr. Berry was present, Dr. Elliott 
and many of the great lights of Iowa Methodism. 


On the 25th of September, Polk county held an Agricultural Exhi- 
bition on the Coon bottom, near the shores of Horse Shoe Lake. A 
race course was in splendid condition and some native Californians 
made a show of lassoing wild horses in Spanish style. A large cir- 
cular tent was used as the Fine Art Hall, and photographie views of 
the new buildings, not only advertised to visitors the city’s pride. 
but the artist Mr. Sharman. The ladies had a trial of equestrian- 
ship—and one of their number received a prize of twenty dollars for 
graceful riding upon a trained horse, that a trick of appearing to run 
off, which the lady knew how to manage after frightening everybody 
to-death. 

A little girl, ten years old, took the next prize. She rode a beau- 
tiful white pony and was really an equestrian. Another curious 
feature of the exhibition was a team of forty-two yoke of oxen which 
eame from a township, that received an elegant banner for the best 
exhibition, and it really was the best bovine show in the world. 

The Republican Party was strong in 1857-8. The fall election 
of 1857 made Hon. James Harlan Congressman, who represented 
Polk county interests in sending documents, packages of cane seed: 
and voting for many important national measures that made him 
famous, and an honor to Iowa. BR. P. Lowe was elected Governor. 
and Dr. William P. Davis, (Republican) of Des Moines, Senator for 
Polk in the Seventh General Assembiy. Hon. Thomas Mitchell of 
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Mitchelltown, (Republican) in the House, who was ePpased by A. W. 
Scott, Democrat.. 


In the mutation of politics, Mr. Mitchell in 1873-4, represented his 
county as Anti-Monopolist opposed to a Republican, and the Lower 
House was represented by Hon. Isaac Brandt, and Hon. W. G. Mad- 
den of Delaware township, both Republicans. 


The Kansas war was going on and with the moulding of public 
sentiment from pro-slavery misrule there, the Republicans were 
strong in Polk county. John Brown’s emissaries Were sending 
negroes over the underground Railroad, which had several stations 
in this county. The route was not direct. Sometimes a darkey 
would be sent over into Jasper county to College Farm and back 
again several times, before he could be safely sent on to Canada. 
Around and around they gyrated from one station to another, tiil 
some chance should send them onward with a bit of bread in their 
pocket, an apple or so, and a pipe of tobacco. 

They went through Iowa in meal sacks, under straw, in dry goods 
boxes—coffins—men in women’s clothes, and women in men’s clothes 
—the tricks practiced on fugitive slave hunters would {!] a volume 
alone. And these things kept up an excitement on the great qnes- 
tion, and conversation run on the great theme of human rights, in 
the parlor, churches, bar room, stage coaches, and almost every 
Where human beings talked. 


The Des Moines Statexsinan of this period, criticises some of the 
Methodist conferences for their anti- -Slavery action in talking against 
the Fugitive Slave Law, 

Mr. George Spencer, now Senator from Alabama, was at that 
tine @ prominent member of the Republican party, and made 
speeches in Newton, Des Moines and elsewhere. He laid out the 
town of Spenecr in Clay county the same year, and was elected Sec- 
retary of the Iowa Senate in 1857-8 for his serviees to the party. 

At the opening of the State House in December, 1857, a splendid 
reception was viven by the Governor; and the convening of the 
Seventh General Assembly in Des Moines, was the occasion of many 
congratulations, calls, and State dinners. The wonderful rise in real 
estate, the great improvements made through the city, Was a matter 


Ee a ee ee Pe ee re 


eenienlentiiathde taledimeemeneaienn etary et Lethe mre eT ee 


Aes Whe 


' 
tn 0 Lica a, 


2 SR a 2 Sr cee Wr a bh Wetec Sebo sR Sens 


od + ied ‘veal ae net hurt OGAl at 
om enw Los cobielge Hane Sin vi Oh 
OA Laet. aT HAT al moeiriagne Ve 
Rh. voles a ete a Food 
(000;08% Sogn sit dau: 
£7681 al qu ing 4 om. eqictbtwa, phew pes 7 a. ; 
“wneliind. ohem ban “wo tile dinow” ,bine ovad 9 
a ‘ a a " 

Tine tpuvew? .ytio ott bombo - bi 

nt bodtewbh a4 ilee0on yisiion o a , 

df Aulotieot bobeon a | 

282 waves “7 


irl 


- 


JO antl Vtovs thi WOWa: 


. us 
: iis : eis 


’ ss, 
si 


186 EARLY SKETCHES 


the rain fell, and the freshets were only exceeded by the season of 
1851, in the history of central Iowa. Passengers carried rails to pry 
out the coaches of the Stage Company, and were often obliged to 
walk half the way after paying their fare. 


Reapers could not be used in the harvest field, for horses in at- 
tempting to cross the tilled soil, mired down, even on high ground; 
and the old fashioned cradles made slow headway in the tangled 
grain. The bread made from this mouldy grain was poor stuff, as 
the housewives of that period can testify. Teamsters carried the 
produce of the country over the bad roads of that time, at a high 
rate—and a steamboat made several trips to Ottumwa, which also 
charged heavily for transportation. Merchants grumbled, passen- 
gers grumbled, and everybody wanted a railroad. 

The Mississippi and Missouri R. R. were anxious to get past Ma- 
rengo, but financial difficulties were all the time delaying the work. 
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CHAPTER NII. 


The Pike's Peak Emigration—Railroad Movements Court House 
Built—Lincoln Campaign—War of the Rebellion—Growth in Pop- 
ulation and Wealth-—Conclusion. 


The Courts were very busy at the June term, 1858, trying liquor 
cases to some extent. 

Col. M. M. Crocker, formerly from Lancaster, and afterwards Col- 
onel of the 13th Iowa regiment and Brigadier General in the Union 
army, one of the bravest men in the country—practiced in the courts 
at this time. Hon. D. O. Finch, Ellwood, Ingersoll and Hull, were 
also noted lawyers at Des Moines. Another prominent lawyer, who 
made a splendid record at Black River Bridge and other memorable 
battle fields, Col. J. W. Williamson, was one of the bar in Polk coun- 
ty, and had a large number of cases in court at this time. General 
Tuttle, another army hero, was merchandising, and Judge Cole be- 
came a citizen later—1860, we believe. 

In March, 1859, commenced the Pike’s Peak emigration, when 
hundreds of men crossed the country to the mountains in search of 
gold. One wagon cover had the memorable words painted in’ black 
letters, “ Pike’s Peak or bust!” It is said that the fellow busted, for 
he did not find his crock of gold. One man went through the State 
with a dog train—two greyhounds, two Newfonndlands, and two 
pointers for lead horses. | 

The roads were terrible in March, and the average time made was 
ten miles a day—many days only four miles. “Skunk betiem and 
many of the sloughs terrible ”—so says the Statesman: of that period. 

Some left the city of Des Moines for the land of gold ; others Ieft 
their farms, to return in the Fall empty-handed, to winter where 
there was plenty to eat. Samuel Curtis, a son of General Curtis, 
wrote from Denver that a man could make from eight to twenty dol- 
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lars a day. This letter to an Omaha paper was copied all over the 
State, and made many uneasy to be off. The emigration was a help 
to the farmers throughout the county, as it bought up produce, and 
gave hotels a chance to make money. The old Demoine House, and 
the Everett, were crowded with guests. The Stage Company took 
passengers from Chicago to Denver for a hundred dollars in gold. 

Stage coaches were crowded, and by the time fifteen or twenty 
drivers got around the back-yards and bars of the hotels, there were 
lively times. A. little whiskey if the day was wet made them happy, 
and when the kitchen girls looked pleasantly, there was dancing and 
singing all through their empire. | 

In the bar-room the Citizen and Statesman were read, as well as 
the New York Tribune, Chicago Press and Zrilmine, and St. Louis 
Republican, Cuban fillibusters were talking up the lovely isle under 
Spanish tyranny, and the Southerners were hoping to get the poor 
down-trodden country for an asylum, to send bankrupt slaveholders 
to begin again with a new stock of niggers. 

Messrs. Farnham, Dix, and other railroad magnates, visited Des 
Moines to talk up the Miss. & Mo. R. R., and get the county bonds 
issued, but this was not done; and Polk county was clear of the 
trouble that Lonisa county had, for giving to railroads. 


The Statesman was opposed to this road, and called it a humbug, 
to the great disgust of the gentlemen from Chicago and New York. 

Jn another eolumn they read, that Paul Morphy was beating 
everybody at chess—Bonner was going to reprint the Ledger in Lon- 
don for the benefit of his English readers, who admired him and 
Fanny Fern. 

A statement of the Bank of the State of Iowa was published in its 
columns —the circulation of the concern was $106,724, upon a eapital 
of $216,550. 

In the Citizen the war in Kansas between John Brown and the 
pro-slavery men is commented upon freely. Dr. Joy is rescued 
from jail in St. Joseph, Missouri, and sent adrift with several negroes 
for the north, by a lot of Kansas men. 

The same paper speaks of the St. Paul and St. Louis Railroad—a 
project that had many friends, Hon. J. B. Grinnell being one of its 
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agitators and capitalists. The survey was made this year, and fol- 
lowed the line of the Central, which was not built till 1870. 

The Board of Supervisors who were elected on tho Lincoln 
ticket held their first session in the new Court House. There were 
seventeen townships in 1861—twenty in 1874. Local excitement ran 
high, and Wide Awakes with their torch light processions were ofter: 
seen in Des Moines and other villages of the county. Byron Hawley 
of Four Mile had one majority to carry him through on the tivket— 
Thomas Kenworthy of Allen, seventy-four--David Wright, no oppo- 
sition, H. H. Griffith from Lee township or East Des Moines, had a 
fair vote. John Mitchell of the city, S. S. Bacheidor, Thomas 
Mitchell of Beaver, (who held his place for six years,) John MeLain, 
Wm. Jones, David Marts, Fouts from Camp Creek and Charles Guer- 
rant, were all on the Board—good, true men. There were 9739 votes 
east at the Lincoln election. Curtis receiving the nomination for 
Congress over Hon. C. C. Cole. 

The Lincoln campaign was a spirited one, but as this hes been 
written by an abler pen than our own, we do not add anything to it. 
The loyal Leagues and Wide-Awakes—the marshaling of the Union 
army has been chronicled by Hon. Leonard Brown in a large work. 

Polk county sent about twenty-five hundred soldiers to the war 
—was loyal and true. Her women organized Aid Socicties, every- 
thing was done to assist the government, and her soldiers died in 
hospital and on the battlefields of the South, mourned by her people. 

The war gave an impetus to all kinds of labor at home, and 
prices were good. The greenbacks sent home by the soldiers and 
those in circulation other ways made money plenty, and business 
never was better in the history of Iowa, than towards the closing of 


the war and afterwards. Railroads were built, fine residences were 


erected in town and country, and the march of improvement was a 
grand stride towards the highest prosperity. 

Mrs. Annie Wittenmeyer called a convention of loyal ladies to 
meet at Muscatine, October 7, 1863, to devise means for the support 
of the orphan children of Iowa soldiers. The Convention was well 
attended, and so great was the interest in the work, that an Associa- 
tion was formed on the 30th of December following, under the name 
of the Iowa State Orphan Asylum. Hon. Oran Faville, and Hon. J. 
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W. Cattell represented East Des Moines. The officers elected from 
the city were Hon. J. W. Cattell and Judge Cole as Trustees. Rev. 
P. P. Ingalls was appointed General Agent to visit every county in 
the State and solicit aid for the Home. 

In June 1864, at the first annual meeting held in Des Moines, 
such was the enthusiastic love for the work, that steps were imme- 
diately taken for renting property and furnishing an Asylum for the 
children of the Soldiers. Donations poured into the Treasurer's 
hands, Hon. B. I. Allen, and a society was formed in the city to help 
earry forward the enterprise of raising funds and doing everything 
possible for the children of the fallen hero-martyrs. 

The State Fair at Marshalltown in 1865, was the means of raising 
sixteen thousand dollars; and the State finally appropriated a munifl- 
cent sum for the benefit of the Asylums in different parts of the 
State. 

In 1866, the Eleventh General Assembly passed a dog law that 
licensed every canine to “life, heakth and the pursuit of happiness,” 
in case his master paid one dollar into the State treasury—if not, 
death was his portion at the hands of the constable. This law 
touched the rights of American citizens to such a tender degree, 
that the obnoxious law was repealed and innumerable worthless 
curs lived on—for there was no constable dared to do his duty, 
except in a very few instances. 

The indignation of many farmers over this law was unbounded, 
and many of the legislators upon returning home were met with the 
severest censure, “ What not keep our dogs? We'll show ’em! I'll 
shoot down the first dog killer that crosses my farm.” With words, 
hot and burning, the farmer jogged on behind his plow, but as the 
law was not enforced it finally became a dead letter. 

The Chicago R. I. R. R. was finished in 1868—the Des Moines 
Valley in 1866, which made produce tind a ready market in the East, 
so that the condition of Polk county was never better than in the 
flush times following the war. 

The greenbacks brought home by the citizen soldiery superseded 
the State banking system, which the Seventh General Assembly had 
chartered, and for so long a time was a safe currency. 

The State banks of Iowa were quoted par until the greenback 
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system took their place and their money retired. Any one ean see 

that with a flush currency—plenty of money, improvements went 

forward at a more rapid rate than ever in the history of the county. 

Let our hard money friends remember this. ‘Towns sprang up all 
over the State, among them: 

Altoona was laid out in 1868 by H. G. Davis. surveyor,. J B. Baus- 
man, of Des Moines. The year before a Mr. Cook had made a begin- 
ning, built two houses on the town site, and called it Petersburg. 
When the railroads were finished to this point it was called Yant 
station, as Antony Yant’s farm was only a short distance from the 
depot. The Rock Island management re- -baptized it Altoona. The 
village is situated at the junetion of the Des Moines V alley and Rock 
Island railroads, and does a fine business for the size of the place. 
It is ten miles by the turnpike from Des Moines, and the line divid- 
ing Leaver and Delaware townships passes through the center of the 
village. 

Valley Junction, Nordyke and Perry are station villages west of 
Des Moines, and do considerable business. Peoria stiil retains some- 
thing of its prestige. 

Polk county had a population of nearly thirty-one thousand in 
1872, with 153,296 acres of land improved and a crop of wheat which 
eran as 381,924 bushels. Corn, 3,300,384. 

The total valuation of the county, as given to the Auditor for 
1874, is $9,418,142. 

The magnificent natural resources of the county are still not 
more than half developed—the soil is susceptible of a higher culti- 
ration, the coal, fire-brick and other minerals not yet brought into 
market, fully as they will be in the great future of Des Moines. 

Under the Swamp Land Grant, of September 28th, 1850, there 
have been patented to the State, and by the State deeded to Polk 
county, in all about seven thousand acres. This Swamp land is to 
bo given to the Des Moines and Ames Railroad or Narrow Guage, as 
s00n as the track is finished to the north line of the county, which 
will be in a few days. 

The Narrow Guage Company will build 36 miles of track at a 
cost of $200,000, including the rolling stock, and in cheapness and 
running capacity, this road recommends itself largely to capitalists, 
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farmers and business men. Samuel Merrill, President; James Cal- 
lanan, Treasurer; Messrs. Day and J. Bb. Stewart are among the 
heaviest stockholders. This is purely a Des Moines enterprise, and 
its success is greatly due to the enterprise of her citizens. This 
road inakes connection with the C.&N. W.R.R. at Ames, and in 
time will be completed to Ackley. 


THE CITY 

Of Des Moines, viewed in every possible light, is one of the most 
interesting in the West. Her magnificent Capitol, beauty of location, 
the fine public buildings—churches, schools and halls; the enterprise 
of her business men; the learning, culture and libcrality of her citi- 
zens, place her in the highest rank of Western towns. Here are six 
banks, cighteen hotels, a woolen mill, oil mill, three immense pacikx- 
ing houses, four breweries, two stoneware factories, furniture fac- 
tories, two school furniture factories, five foundries and machine 
shops, three plow factories, one brass foundry, two boiler shops, four 
carriage shops, several planing mills, two marble works, a spice mill, 
a paper mill, one scale factory under the general control of Messrs. 
Dickerson, Sargent and Berry. Mr. Berry is the Master Mechanic 
and Superintendent—a gentleman, and one of the best mechanics in 
fowa. This class of manufactories can hardly keep pace with the 
demand from farmers and others. 

There is a reaper factory, sewing machine factory, several steam 
and water flouring mills, large coal mines, a publishing house, and 
the usual variety of smiths and mechanics. 

J. H. Given, who established the first plow factory in Des Moines, 
in 1851—making 200 plows, now manufactures 1500 in the course of 
a year, and does an immense business in other departments of his 
foundry. He owns the Given Houso as well as the immense fac- 
tory 133 feet in length, and 39 width, fifty front, three stories high, 
near the Rt. I. depot. 

S. Green, foundryman, who was first employed by H. N. Heming- 
Way as a moulder in the pioneer foundry in 1857, has a large build- 
ing 85 feet in length, 38 wide near Given’s plow factory. Both build- 
ings are fire proof from Pitman’s patent, and are creditable to the 
enterprising proprietors. 
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J.& J.D. Williams, proprietors of Farmers Mill, do a heavy bust- 
ness in the flour trade. This mill was built on the site of the old 
Stutsman mill in East Des Muvines—has two run of burrs and makes 
a good brand of flour. . ; : 

The Williams brothers were boys in Mitchelltown, as early as 
1861. Their stepfather W. Sweeney hada dry goods store in the vil- 
lage, and had a tine trade at the time. J. D. Williams was a soldier 
in the 23d Iowa Infantry. 

The Post Office in West Des Moines makes a fine showing in the 
money order department. Amount of money orders issued for 1873, 
$66,727.95, Paid, $194,261.65. Number of money orders, 14,214. 

We are indebted to Mr. Beckwith for this item, and add, that over 
50,000 newspapers are distributed yearly at this office. Hon. J.S. 
Clarkson, Postmaster. The Post Office is located in the splendid 
and costly Custom House that was built in 1871-2, and cost 
$150,000, 

Terrace Hill, once the home of Hon. 2. F. Aflen; Cole Chester, 
Judge Cole’s residence; Gen. Tuttle’s, J. Gilerest, and others, which 
we have not room to notice, are some of the finest private dwellings 
in the State. 

The Lutherans sold the Iowa Central College to the Baptists in 
1868, and the building has been improved under their hands. In 
educating public sentiment there are two dailies, cight weeklies and 
a half dozen monthly publications that meet with support, and sevr- 
eral have attained a large profit to the publishers. The Des Moines 
Magazine is a new candidate for favor, and considering the begin- 
ning of an enterprise of this kind, it has reached a reasonable 
degree of success. Its articles are mostly original and well written. 

Des Moines has the Holly system of water works, erected in 1871— 
street cars, gas, and two bridges that ought to be free to all who 
enter her borders. ‘The depots are to be enlarged somo time, when 
the rich railroad corporations take “a good ready.” 

The political conventions, the residence of State officers, and the 
influence which the Capitol of the State gives the society and poli- 
tics—Des Moines most gracefully tills the position; while her 
intelligent and cultivated women have long been toasted in poetry 
and song, and in conclusion we have only to add, that no city in the 
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West can excel her in enterprise, generosity and luxury of her 
people. We subjoin tho officers of the municipal government. 

Mayor, A. Newton; Treasurer, G. M. Walker; Solicitor, C. P. 
Holmes; Auditor and Clerk, Taylor Peirce; Police Judge, L. A. 
Crane; Marshal, Adam Hafner; Deputy Marshal, Anderson Bryan; 
Superintendent of Markets, Phillp Naw, 

Alderman—list Ward, M. McTighe, P. McGleer; 24 Ward—Curtis 
Bates, William Merrill; 3d Na Stacy Johns, J. R. Rollins; 4th 
Ward—J. J. Williams, L. H. Skinner; 5th Ward, Sam’l Stanberry, 
Archie Christy; 6th Ward—M. H. King, Joseph Williams; 7th 
Ward—Dan’l Rees, J. Kk. Gilerest. 


A. S. VORSE & CO., 


PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF THF 


Wi 


towa School Desk, 
DES MOINES, IOWA. 


Washineton Life In- 
Sewer Otol y - 


M.T.V. BOWMAN, 


GENERAL AGENT. 


Branch Office, No. 3 Rollins Block, Des Moines, Iowa 


General Manager for the Wabhington Life Insurance Co. for Iowa, 
Nebraska, and part of Wiscongin. 


Pra i  orteie® “ee 
DS 7 7 iv. © itt, m9 
; o4 i j}— { Th ofa he : ’ qoottrolt ‘a eS A wih es 
it) -unitiodd 20. .ndet yu k—Hbin Wy PR's 
Cao IneW a pionaite A fs se eal scl 
i l we rb "2 j af H . If - yt Ls ' baal 


i) He 


OF POLK COUNTY, 145 


_- WHOLESALE DEALER IN 


YANKEE NOTIONS, 
PANCY GOODS, | 
HOSIERY, GLOVES, 


Stationery, Cutlery, Cigars, &e. 


68 Court Avenue, Des Moines, lowa. 


meneame 


ALL GOODS WARRANTED AS REPRESENTED, 


eet a 


My stock is very large and most complete, and will be sold at a 
small advance on inanufacturers’ prices. 

| I. M. FORD. 

[=~ No goods sold at retail. : 
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Two Passenger trains each way daily, except Sunday. Connecting 
With trains of the Illinois Central & Dubuque & SS. W., at Inde- 
pendence, Waterloo, Cedar Falls and Cedar Rapids. Making the 
best route from Dubuque, Burlington and the South. Austin, Saint 
Paul, and all parts of Northern Iowa and Minnesota. Miller Coup- 
lers and Westinghouse Air Brakes on all passenger trains. Sleeping 
Cars 6n all night trains Tickets., Time Cards and all information 
given by Agents of the Illinois Central Railway. 


W. W. WALKER, Gen’! Sup’t. WM. GREENE, Gen’l Manager. 
C. J. IVES, Gen’l Passenger & Ticket Agent, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


KEENEY & FULLER, 


STAPLE AND FANCY 


CD 
FLOUR, FEED & PROVISIONS, 


No. 313 FIFTH STREET, 


Sriiesft 


“EAST DES MOINES. 
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The Largest, Cheapest, and most Widely Circula- 
ted Newspaper in Iowa. 


THe ONLY PAPER PustisHeo AT THE CAPITAL 
Owneo ano Eotveo sy Repuaticans. 


First, A Newspaper; next, a paper for the Republican; the Farmer, 
the Mechanic, the Busiress Man and the Family. And always a 
paper for the people, and against Rings and Monopolies of all kinds. 

THE WEEKLY REGISTER is a forty-column sheet, giving in 
every issue as much reading matter as a book of 100 pages, made up 
| especially to the end of giving business men all the commercial 
news, the general reader all the current intelligence, the farmer the 
latest market reports, and the family the most interesting miscel- 
lany of healthy stories, gossip, poetry, &e., will be offered this year 
lower than ever before—as the following figures will show. All sub- 
scriptions payable in advance: 


Single copy, $2.00 
Three copies, each 1.75 
Five copies, each 1.60 
Ten copies, each 1.50 


Twenty copies or more, each 1.40 
Make remittances by draft, money order or registered letter, and 
give post office address in full, State and County. Specimen copy 
of DaiLty or WEEKLY REGISTER sent free. 


CLARKSON BROS., 


PUBLISHERS OF REGISTER, DES MOINES, IOWA. 
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ST. LOUIS, KANSAS CITY & ST, Lid 


FHROUCH SHORT LINE, 
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Crossing the Illinois Central Railway at 


ACHLEY 


Making direct connections with the 
pas) 


Pilly UW eo. PACT, 


AND 


t. Louis, Kansas City and Northern Railways, 


7 


Offers unequalled advantages to travel in the Cire-tfan name, 
“Close connections made at Ackley, where tickets are on <ale to a} r 
important points. 
> Pulman Palace Cars on all. Night Trains. 
-G, N. PICKERING, Gen. Supt.; A. RUSSELL, ‘Gen, Frejgne 
AAgent, Marshalltown, Iowa. 
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sien Indispensable ta Dairymen 


ie 


Manufactured by ©. E. Shaw, Marshalltown, and sold in Jasper 
county by C. W. AULLS, Newton. . . 

1. It is Rat, Fly and Ant Proof. 

2. It gives free ventilation between each and every pan. 

8. Any dish or pan can be taken from this Safe without interfer- 
ing with any other. | 

4. Each Safe has a table attached which can be let down or 
folded up out of the way. 

5. This table attachment saves all walking or steps in straining 
or skimming milk after opening the door of the Safe. 

6. This Safe’ passes through any door or opening in a house from 
eellar to garret, so that it ean be moved from cellar in the fall te 
buttery, keeping milk from freezing during the winter, paying fer 
itself every four months by inereasing cream. It is only 2 feet #5 
inches wide, and 4 feet 6 inches high, holding 40 pans ct milk and 
one 6-gallon crock, or dishes equal to 40 fect of pantry shelf. This 
Safe has taken First Premiums at Ohio, Michigan and Indiana State 
Pairs, and at St. Louis and Milwaukee Fairs. 


Invery Safe warranted as recommended, 
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Mitchellville Business Directory. 


Elevators—Capt. M. T. Russell, capacity 8000 bushels; §. S. Moore 
& Son, capacity 5000 bushels. 

Lumber Dealers—Kimball & Mitchell, near depot. 

City Mills—H. Sternberg, near depot. 

Hotels—G. Evans, near depot; P. H, Humphrey, 2nd street. 

Jewelry—Arthur Vellares, Center street. 

Painter—F. W. Wyman, Center street. 

Blacksmiths—A. Waltz, W. O. Smith, Center street. 

Physicians—J. W. Mormion, A. C. Simonton, 2nd street. 

Lawyers—G. W. Copley, John Fay, Clark’s block. 

Grocery—Hogg & Andrews, Clarks & Hoge’s block; W. Jones, 2nd 
street. 

Hardware—Cannon & Clark, Clark & Hoge’s block. 

Saddlery—Samuel Pinney, Center strect. 

Shoe Shop—John Cloughly, Center street. 

Dry Goods—H. J. Crismer, Union block; 8. S. Moore & Son, 2nd 
street. 

Drugs—D. H. Reichard, cor of 2nd and Center streets; I. Henshie.. 
Union block. 

Furniture—I". A. Dunham, 2nd strect. 

Bakery—B. M. Miles, 2nd street. rN 

Meat Market—Hageman & Meal, 2nd street. 

_ Agricultural Implements—Cannon & Clark. 
Nurseryman—Blyler. 
Stock Dealer—Hon. Thomas Mitchell. 
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Cyrus C. Carpenter, 
Josiah T. Young, 
John Russell, 

Wm. Christy, 

Aaron Brown, 
Muarsena E. Cutts, 
Alonzo Abernethy, 


Hugh W. Maxwell, 
John Mitchell, 


Josiah Given, 


Thos. Mitchell, 


dsaac Brandt, Wm. G. Madden, 


ze0. C. Baker, 
John H. McClelland, 
Wm. Lowry, 
James C. Reed, 
- Daniel M. Bringolf, 
Daniel G. Perkins, 
Peter D. Ankeny, 


‘Official Directory. 
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STATE. 
Governor. 
Seeretary of State. 
Auditor of State. 
Treasurer of State. 


Register State Land Office. 


Attorney General. 


Supt. of Public Instruction. 


JUDICIAL. 
District Judge. 
Circuit Judge. 
District Attorney. 


LEGISLATIVE, 
Senator. 
Representatives. 


COUNTY. 
Auditor. 
Clerk of Court. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sheriff. 
Supt. of Schools. 
Ch’n Board of Supervisors 
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CHAS, A. CLARK, NEWYOI, IOWA 


BOOK AND JOB PRINTER 
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